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· OFFICERS

The Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, was elected to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on July 16, 2003.

On August 21, 2003, the Committee elected Ambassador Marcelo Hervas, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, to serve as its Vice Chair.

· ALLOCATION OF TOPICS FOR STUDY BY THE COMMITTEE –

WORK PROGRAM 

On July 16, 2003, the Permanent Council assigned 22 topics for study by the Committee, set forth in document CP/doc.3763 rev. 1.
The “Work Plan of the Committee” (CP/CAJP-2084/03 rev. 1) was adopted by the Committee on September 25, 2003.
/
The CAJP held 35 formal meetings and one informal one between August 21, 2003, and May 17, 2004.  It also held a special meeting (which lasted an entire day) and a meeting of government experts (which lasted two days). 

The Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples held ten regular meetings and three “meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus” (each lasting three days). 

The Group charged with drawing up an inter-American program for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants held four regular meetings and one “preparatory meeting” (which lasted an entire day). 

· STUDY OF THE TOPICS ASSIGNED 

FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE 

I.
GRANTING OF OAS PERMANENT OBSERVER STATUS 

a.
On November 15, 2002, the government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria requested that it be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (document CP/doc.3672/02). 

On September 25, 2003, the Committee approved the draft resolution, which was then referred to the Permanent Council with the corresponding report (CP/CAJP-2091/03).

b.
On July 3, 2003, the government of the Republic of Slovenia requested that it be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (document CP/doc.3766/03).
On September 25, 2003, the Committee approved the draft resolution, which was then referred to the Permanent Council with the corresponding report (CP/CAJP-2090 FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT /03).

c.
On October 23, 2003, the government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg requested that it be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (document CP/doc.3805/03). 

On January 29, 2004, the Committee approved the draft resolution, which was then referred to the Permanent Council with the corresponding report (CP/CAJP-2123/04 corr.2).

II.
TOPICS STUDIED BY THE COMMITTEE
1.
Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

The Annual Report of the aforesaid body (CP/doc.3826/04) was placed before the Committee on March 23, 2004.  The Committee’s report and the corresponding draft resolution were approved by the Committee on May 10 (CP/CAJP-2155/04 rev. 1).

2.
Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

In compliance with the mandate set forth in operative paragraph 7.c of resolution AG/RES. 1917 (XXXIII-O/03), “Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,” the CAJP, at its meeting on November 20, 2003, invited Commissioner Robert Goldman to speak with the member states about the guidelines followed by its main human rights protection mechanisms.  The text of Commissioner Goldman’s speech can be found in document (CP/CAJP-2095/03).

The CAJP decided to keep this matter on its agenda and asked the IACHR to prepare a revised version of Dr. Goldman’s report, dealing in greater depth with the guidelines regarding which the member states had expressed the most concern.
The Chair of the CAJP prepared a report compiling the contributions made regarding this matter by several delegations; this has since been distributed as document (CP/CAJP-2111/03 corr. 1).

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.3709/03) was presented by Dr. Susana Villarán, Second Vice-President of the IACHR, at the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held on March 29, 2004.  In her presentation, the President of the IACHR summarized the Commission’s activities over the previous year and gave a detailed description of how that body took into account the comments and recommendations given by the member states during the presentation of the previous year’s Annual Report.  The report of the CAJP’s Chair, with the Committee’s comments and recommendations on the Annual Report of the IACHR and Commissioner Villarán’s presentation, can be found in document (CP/CAJP-2166/04 rev. 1).
The draft resolution on this matter was adopted by the CAJP on May 14, 2004.

3.
Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

In compliance with the mandate set out in resolution AG/RES. 1918 (XXXIII-O/03), the President-Elect of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Dr. Sergio García Ramírez, presented the Court’s Annual Report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on March 11, 2004 (CP/doc.3836/04).
Dr. García Ramírez first gave a “summary covering the year 2003” and concluded by sharing his “reflections on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.”  The texts of both documents are included in this report.

At the end of the two presentations, the member states acknowledged the Court’s work and reiterated their support for the activities of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights over the past 25 years.  They also thanked the President-elect for presenting the Annual Report, including the preparation and presentation of the documents summarizing the content of the Annual Report and setting out the Court’s current situation, the Court’s current human rights concerns, and its suggestions for the member states. 

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs decided to place before the Permanent Council its report containing the member states’ comments and recommendations on the Court’s Annual Report, including Dr. García Ramírez’s presentations and the contributions from permanent missions that were submitted in writing to the Secretariat of the Permanent Council (CP/CAJP-2142/04).

The corresponding draft resolution was adopted by the Committee on May 14, 2004.
/
4.
Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

In addition to its regular meetings, the Working Group held three “Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus” in compliance with the mandate set out in operative paragraph 4.a of resolution AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03).  The meetings took place as indicated below: 

The first was held on November 10 to 12, 2003, and dealt with the first and second sections of the Draft Declaration.  The second meeting of negotiations was held on January 26 to 28, 2004, and focused on the third and fourth sections of the Draft Declaration.  The third meeting took place on April 28 to 30, 2004, and it continued with the study of articles in the third section of the Draft Declaration.

The results of this Working Group’s efforts under the chairmanship of Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, are covered by the report contained in document (GT/DADIN/doc.180/04).

The draft resolution on this matter was adopted by the Committee on May 15, 2004.

5.
The human rights of all migrant workers and their families

A Working Group was established under the aegis of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council on January 15, 2004, with the mandate of drawing up a proposal for an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, to be based on the draft submitted by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2038/03).

In compliance with the mandate in operative paragraph 5.a of resolution AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), “The human rights of all migrant workers and their families,” the Group concentrated its efforts on organizing an extraordinary meeting for beginning drafting work on the inter-American program. 

In addition to its regular meetings, the Group held a preparatory session on April 16, which was attended by the Special Rapporteur for migrant workers and their families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Executive Secretariat of the CIM, the Unit for Democracy, and the Department of Development Programs of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development.  The event had special characteristics and goals, in that it sought to obtain additional information on the work carried out by different OAS organs, agencies, and entities with either direct or indirect ties to the human rights of migrants, with a view to identifying proposals that could serve as contributions for the program.
The draft resolution
/ on this matter was adopted by the CAJP on May 15, 2004.

6.
Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas

On October 17, 2003, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs began its examination of the topics addressed in this resolution by considering the mandate contained in its operative paragraph 4.c, that is, analysis of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights might operate on a permanent basis.
On March 11, 2004, when the President of the Court and the President of the IACHR met in the framework of the CAJP, the Committee examined the topics:  consideration of the means to promote compliance by members states with the judgments of the Court and follow-up of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (operative paragraph 4.d); and the study of the relationship between the rules of procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the provisions of their Statutes and of the American Convention on Human Rights (operative paragraph 4.e).

The considerations formulated on the two topics are contained in document CP/CAJP/SA.403/04.

On May 14, 2004, CAJP approved the draft resolution on this topic.

7.
Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents
On February 18, 2004, the document containing the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents, presented by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (CP/doc. 3823/04), was forwarded to the Committee.

At the February 27, 2004 meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the delegations approved the above-mentioned document with an amendment of form, to which the Inter-American Children’s Institute has agreed.

The document as amended is presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration, with the recommendation that it take note of its contents and present it to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session (Appendix II).


On May 5, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the corresponding draft General Assembly resolution.

8.
Promotion and protection of the human rights of children in the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas,” the General Assembly requested the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of this resolution, including an evaluation of the implementation of the 2000-2004 Strategic Plan of the Inter-American Children’s Institute. 

On March 10, 2004, the Permanent Council forwarded to the Committee document CP/doc.3848/04, containing the Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute on the Implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03).

At the meeting of the Committee of April 1, 2004, the delegations considered the aforementioned document and, while expressing their appreciation to the IIN for its presentation, stated for the record that they would have hoped to receive a comprehensive report describing all activities on the topic “promotion and protection of the human rights of children in the Americas” being carried out by the corresponding areas, organs, and entities of the Organization, as the document forwarded described only the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute in connection with this topic.

The delegations added that it would be particularly important to receive additional information from Special Rapporteur on Children of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and from the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, if possible, prior to the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress, to be held in Mexico, October 27-29, 2004.

9.
Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress


On May 15, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the corresponding draft General Assembly resolution.
/
10.
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law
On January 15, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs had occasion to consider the report of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1921 (XXXIII-O/03), “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” (CP/CAJP-2110/03).  The delegations expressed their appreciation for the preparation of the report presented to them for their consideration and underscored the professionalism and dedication of the General Secretariat areas with responsibility for implementing the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.  They also requested the Chair to note in the report that is presented to the Permanent Council the importance to the member states and for the image of the Organization of, inter alia, the publications prepared on this topic, the updating of the legal information posted on the Web page, the Workshops on International Law and, in particular, the Course on International Law of the Inter-American Judicial Committee.

On May 6, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the corresponding draft General Assembly resolution.

11.
Inter-American Specialized Conferences on Private International Law (CIDIP)
At the meeting of the Committee of December 4, 2003, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Law, gave a presentation on the background to the CIDIPs, and underscored in particular the outcome of CIDIP-VI and the preparatory work being done for CIDIP-VII.  In connection with the latter aspect, he pointed to the document “Selection of Agenda Topics for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” (CP/CAJP-2094/03) and the note of October 22, 2003, sent by the Chair of the CAJP to the permanent missions, requesting the presentation of proposed topics for the inclusion on the agenda for the said Conference.

As a supplement to and in follow-up to the foregoing, on April 19, 2004, the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs presented to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the report prepared pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1923 (XXXIII-O/03): “Report on the Inter-American Program on International Law (Activities conducted by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs - June 2003-February 2004
”) (CP/CAJP-2110/03).

On May 6, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the corresponding draft General Assembly resolution.

12.
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas
On November 20, 2003, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs had occasion to consider the report of the technical secretariat on legal cooperation mechanisms of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs on the meetings held within the REMJA framework pursuant to the aforementioned General Assembly resolution.  These are described below:

· Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.  The recommendations of this meeting, held in Ottawa, Canada, April 30-May 2, 2003, are contained in document PENAL/doc.1/03;

· Initial Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cybercrime.  The recommendations of this meeting, held at the headquarters of the Organization on June 23 and 24, 2003, are contained in document CIBER-III/doc.4/03;

· First Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies in the OAS Member States.  The recommendations of this meeting, held at the headquarters of the Organization on October 16 and 17, 2003, are contained in document GAPECA/doc.4/03.

On the same date, the Committee approved ad referendum the draft resolution that was subsequently approved by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 856 (1395/04) of January 27, 2004, in which the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General  (REMJA-V) was convened for April 28-30, 2004.

At its meeting of March 29, 2004, the Committee received the report of Minister María Clara Isaza, Alternate Representative of Colombia, with regard to the informal consultations she had coordinated pursuant to the mandate of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, which culminated in the preparation of the draft agenda and draft schedule for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (CP/CAJP-2136/04). 

REMJA-V was held on April 28-30, 2004, and the final report of that meeting is contained in document REMJA-V/doc.9/04.

On May 10, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the corresponding draft General Assembly resolution.

13.
Follow-up of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Program for Cooperation
The Committee considered the implementation of the mandates contained therein.  Among them, mention should be made of the progress made in the framework of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and on its strengthening, set out in the report of the Committee of Experts of MESICIC to the Conference of States Parties (SG/MESICIC/doc.95/04 rev.4), in the Conclusions and Recommendations on Concrete Measures to Strengthen MESICIC (SG/MESICIC/doc.103/04 rev. 6), and in the Minutes of the First Meeting of the Conference of States Parties within the MESICIC Framework (SG/MESICIC/doc.116/04), held on April 1 and 2, 2004, in Washington, D.C.

On May 7, 2004, the Committee approved the text of the draft resolution.
/
14.
Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism
Pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03), at its meeting of October 23, 2003, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs continued its study of the Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.116 – doc.5 rev.1), as is evident from the contents of document CP/CAJP/SA.395/03.  This meeting was attended by the IACHR Commissioners Dr. Susana Villarán and Dr. Robert Goldman, together with Mr. Steven Monblatt, Executive Secretary of CICTE.  The texts of the comments of the member states and of the Executive Secretariat of CICTE on the report of the IACHR on “Terrorism and Human Rights” were compiled in document CP/CAJP-2097/03.

On February 12, and 13, 2004, the Meeting of Governmental Experts to Exchange, from a Human Rights Perspective, Best Practices and National Experiences in Adopting Antiterrorism measures, was held in the CAJP framework.  It had been convened in Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 857 (1395/04), based on the outcome of the preparatory work promoted by the CAJP. 

The Permanent Mission of Canada covered the travel costs for governmental experts from different member states.  The report of this meeting is contained in document CP/CAJP-2140/04.

The corresponding draft resolution
/ was approved by the Committee on May____, 2004.

15.
Human rights defenders in the Americas:  Support for the work of the individuals, groups, and civil society organizations working to promote human rights in the Americas

On December 4, 2003, the Committee considered the topic and, on that occasion, the delegations expressed their support for the preparation of the comprehensive IACHR report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Hemisphere.  Several delegations requested that, as part of the study, a complete study be made of the function of civil society organizations working in this area and of phenomenon of the transition of some individuals from their capacity as human rights defenders to positions within their countries’ civil service. 

Furthermore, in connection with the topic of civil society organizations working on the topic of the protection of human rights, other delegations indicated that clear parameters should be established that would apply not only to member state governments and to the organs of the inter-American system, but also to the said civil society organizations (to ensure public trust in their work).

Also to be noted was the presentation given by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Dr. Santiago Cantón (CP/CAJP-2105/03).

The corresponding draft resolution
/ was approved by the Committee on May 15, 2004.

16.
Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas

On November 20, 2003, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs devoted a meeting to consideration of the reports of the Inter-American Committee on Human Rights and the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment regarding their work in the field of human rights and the environment.  At that meeting there were presentations by Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the IACHR (CP/CAJP-2102/03), and Mr. Scott Vaughan, Director of the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (CP/CAJP-2100/03).  Also attending, as the representative of the civil society organizations registered with the OAS, was Mr. Víctor Ricco, Legal Adviser to Centro de Derechos Humanos y Ambiente [Human Rights and Environment Center] (CEDHA) (CP/CAJP/INF.1/03).

The report of the Secretary General on this topic was considered by the Committee on April 1, 2004 (CP/doc. 3842/04).

17.
Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs had an opportunity to consider this topic on December 4, 2003.  It received a presentation on the subject by Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (Document CP/CAJP-2096/03).  The Committee also decided to take note of the recommendations made at the First Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the Member States of the OAS, held at OAS Headquarters on October 16 and 17, 2003 (document GAPECA/doc.4/03).

The corresponding draft was approved by the Committee on May 14, 2004.
/
18.
Promotion of the International Criminal Court

This item appeared on the agenda for the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of March 25, 2004.  The report of the Chair on the subject can be found in document DIH/doc.24/04.

The corresponding draft resolution
/ (together with a statement by the delegation of the United States regarding its position on this matter) was approved by the Committee on May __, 2004.
19. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law
On February 27, the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms presented a draft annotated agenda for the special meeting, which it prepared in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross, which helped organize that meeting.
The agenda and schedule for the special meeting were included in document (CP/CAJP-2115/04 add.1).
The subjects addressed in resolutions AG/RES. 1944 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1929 (XXXIII-O/03) were considered at the special meeting of the Committee held on March 25, 2004.  The report of the Chair on that meeting is contained in document DIH/doc.24/04. 

The corresponding draft resolution
/ (together with a statement by the delegation of the United States regarding its position on this matter) was approved by the Committee on May __, 2004.
20.
Prevention of Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of the Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention

The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs distributed for consideration by the delegations document CP/CAJP-2116/04 corr.1, presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the document prepared by the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) on the basis of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 1930 (XXXIII-O/03) “Judicial System and Racism against Persons of African Descent” CP/doc.3845/04 corr. 1.

The corresponding draft resolution
/ (which includes statements by the Delegations of Bolivia and Guatemala,
/ and Canada
/ regarding their position on this matter) was approved by the Committee on May 14, 2004.
21.
International solidarity and shared responsibility for the protection of asylum-seekers and refugees in the Americas

On May 14, 2004, Dr. Juan Carlos Murillo of the UNHCR presented a report to the Permanent Council entitled “The protection of asylum-seekers, refugees, internally displaced persons, stateless persons and other persons of concern to the UNHCR in the Americas: the importance of international solidarity and shared responsibility.” (CP/doc.____/04).

The draft resolution on this topic was approved by the Committee on May ___, 2004.
/
22.
Internally displaced persons

The draft resolution on this topic was approved by the Committee on May ___, 2004.
/

III.
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (2003-2004) (GT/DADIN/doc.180/04)
IV.
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE AN INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS (CAJP/GT/TM-9/04)

Juan Manuel Castulovich


Permanent Representative of Panama


Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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�.	References are to the revised version.


�.	The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago requested that its reservation regarding operative paragraph No. 9 of this resolution be recorded. 


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Argentina.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Peru, and Uruguay.


�.	Co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Colombia, Mexico, and Peru. 


�.	Proposal submitted by the permanent missions of Costa Rica and Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Brazil, Uruguay, and Venezuela


�.	The Delegation of Guatemala expresses its support for this resolution and points out that the JSCA study failed to consider the racism and discrimination suffered by other major segments of the population in the Hemisphere, including the indigenous peoples.  For that reason, it said that it would be best if, in the immediate future, when other studies, analyses, and research are carried out, indigenous peoples and other groups are included.  Guatemala requests that when the special meeting called for in operative paragraph 6.b of this resolution is held a wide range of groups and segments of the population be convened, including indigenous groups, in order to ensure that the debate on racism and discrimination is profound and plural.  The delegation of Bolivia shares the concern of the delegation of Guatemala and endorses its position on this matter.


�.	Note by the Permanent Mission of Canada:  Canada’s population is diverse and complex.  It brings together indigenous peoples, people of British and French ancestry and people who find their origins in all corners of the world and unites them in common citizenship and values.  These values of respect, mutual accommodation and value of difference, are essential in maintaining peace and prosperity in a society such as Canada.  Canada therefore views the elimination of racial discrimination and related intolerance as a national priority.  We are ever vigilant in our national efforts to eradicate racism and discrimination in all its forms.  We are also committed to working with partners in the international community to share best practices and assist in achieving the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance.  Canada views the elimination of racism and discrimination in all its forms as a central objective in the international human rights agenda, but also one where national, and even local and municipal, strategies to achieve it are often the most effective.  A strong and broad international framework and commitment is undoubtedly important, but real advances are fostered by policies, programmes, and activities implemented at the national and local level.  The draft resolution on the Prevention of Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of the Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention addresses an issue of great importance for the region, as, despite all our efforts, racism and discrimination are still a cause of suffering in our hemisphere.  We however have reservations on the way it proposes that the Organization of American States should approach the issue.  The World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance that took place in Durban in 2002 demonstrated the complexity, pervasiveness and seriousness of the problems of discrimination and intolerance.  It also taught us that multilateral discussions relative to these issues can be distressful, taxing and divisive.  In an endeavour as serious as the fight against racism, racial intolerance, xenophobia and related intolerance, our limited resources should not be scattered on a multiplication of mechanisms and time-consuming negotiations.  We also share the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee that a general convention on racism, discrimination, and intolerance would be repetitive, produce overlapping that could lead to serious and inevitable problems of interpretation and generate doubts and confusion as to which are the rights and obligations and member states.  Canada is wary of an initiative that could weaken the international standards in matters of racism and intolerance.  For these reasons, we want to put formally on record today that we are not convinced that negotiation of a new multilateral instrument on racism and all forms of related intolerance is necessarily the best way to achieve our goals.  Other mechanisms, strategies and initiatives of promotion, education and justice reform have to be seriously considered, as they could be more efficient tools to bring real advances in the fight against racism and intolerance in the Hemisphere. Discussions on how best to fight racism in the Hemisphere and how the OAS can usefully support this fight should therefore not be undertaken with the presumption that they will lead to the creation of a new multilateral instrument as the title and operative paragraph 6 of the draft resolution before us might be interpreted to say.  This said, because my delegation shares the view of the Committee that it is important to address the issue of racism, we join the consensus on the draft resolution before us and will work constructively with all delegations to ensure the best outcome. 


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Uruguay.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.
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