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· Address by the Chair of the Permanent Council
At the first regular meeting of the Permanent Council under his chairmanship, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, gave a speech in which he declared his commitment to directing debates with transparency, impartiality, objectivity, and strict adherence to the Charter of the Organization and the Statutes and Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. He said that the core tasks for the April-June quarter would have to do with preparation of the General Assembly; follow-up on topics of fundamental importance for the stability of some countries and regions in the Hemisphere, and fulfillment of the mandates received from the Summits of the Americas.
At another point in his address, Ambassador Cabañas referred to the crises in governance that the Hemisphere is facing–as well as the institutional, juridical and administrative deficit affecting the Organization of American States.  He also gave notice that, in his capacity as Chair, he proposed to initiate consultations on two draft resolutions.  The first concerned a restructuring of the General Secretariat and the second addressed the issue of economic development with equity and the strengthening of democratic governance in the region.
Reply by the delegation of the United States to the allegation made by the Delegation of Venezuela on March 31, 2004
Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, reiterated his characterization of the allegation made by the delegation of Venezuela at the previous meeting on March 31 as false, imprudent, and irresponsible.  For his part, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, ratified the contents of the allegation made at the aforementioned meeting.
· Report on OAS Activities with respect to Haiti (between November 11, 2003 and March 10, 2004)
The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, introduced the report on OAS activities in Haiti (CP/doc.3849/04 corr. 1).  He also referred to document CP/INF. 4964/04 which describes correspondence sent by the Secretary General, César Gaviria, to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, regarding a proposal that the two organizations coordinate their efforts, as provided for in resolution CP/RES. 862 (1401/04), pursuant to the mandates contained in resolutions CP/RES. 806 (1303/02), CP/RES. 822 (1331/02), CP/RES. 861 (1401/01) and CP/RES. 862 (1401/04).

The delegations of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Grenada, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay,  Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, and Venezuela took the floor.
The Council took note of the documents presented and of the comments and observations made by the delegations, and agreed to invite Ambassador David Lee, Head of the OAS Special Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti, to report to the Council, at its next meeting on April 14, on the Mission’s activities in that country.

· Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) Report of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
The Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Dr. Santiago Cantón, informed the Council about the advisory services being provided to the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, in response to the request made by the Permanent Mission of Argentina at the last meeting and pursuant to paragraph 3 of resolution CP/RES. 859/04.

The following delegations took the floor: Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, United States, and Venezuela.  The Council took note of the report and of the observations made by the delegations.

At the request of the Chair of the Permanent Council, Dr. Sergio Cantón also referred briefly to the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in Haiti.

· Draft Agenda and Schedule of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V)
Ambassador Marcelo Hervas, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, presented the report on approval of the agenda and schedule for REMJA V.  The Council took note of the report and approved the agenda and schedule, after including the item “Harmonization of Criminal Provisions and International Cooperation Procedures,” at the request of the delegation of Venezuela.

· Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children [AG-RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03)]
Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), presented the report on Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children (CP/doc.3862/04).  The Council took note of the report and agreed to refer it for study by the General Committee.

· Work Plan of the Permanent Council for April-June 2004

Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, in his capacity as Chair of the Council, referred to the Work Plan for April-June 2004, updated in accordance with decisions taken by the Permanent Council at previous meetings.  He said that the Work Plan also included the dates for presentation of reports by the different committees on items to be discussed by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.  The Permanent Council adopted its Work Plan (CP/doc.3769/03 rev. 4).

· Style Committee of the Permanent Council
The Permanent Council installed the Council’s Style Committee to review the draft resolutions approved by the Permanent Council for consideration by the General Assembly, without thereby precluding subsequent installation of the Committee referred to in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

· Judgment of the International Court of Justice
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The delegation of Mexico informed the Council of the judgment handed down on March 31, 2004 by the International Court of Justice in the Case involving Avena and others of Mexican nationality brought by the Government of Mexico.  A copy of the judgment was delivered to the General Secretariat for consultation by all delegations.

· Referral of document: 
The Council agreed to ask the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to review the request by the Government of the People’s Republic of China to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3860/04).

· Presentation of a gavel
The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from January to March 2004.

· Farewell
The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Ferrero Costa, Permanent Representative of Peru.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1405/04.
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