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Introduction


In Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the following functions are assigned to the General Committee:

a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee;
b.
To consider and to make recommendations to the Council, to its chair, and to the chairs of the other committees on the course and coordination of their respective work, for which purpose it may establish a subcommittee on coordination chaired by the chair of the Committee and made up of those chairs;
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;
d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure.  Likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and
g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.
At its meeting of July 16, 2003, the Permanent Council decided that, in addition to the functions established in Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the General Committee would be responsible for the following mandates assigned in document CP/doc.3763/03 rev. 1, “Distribution of Mandates 2003-2004”:

1.
Consideration of the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization

2.
AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children”
3.
AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” (operative paragraph 6)

4. AG/RES. 1956 (XXXIII-O/03), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community”
5. AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy. Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (operative paragraph 7.i)
6. AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03), “Trade and Integration in the Americas” (operative paragraph 2.g)

7. AG/RES. 1964 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism”

II.
PROCEEDINGS


During the period covered by this report, the General Committee was chaired by Ambassador Salvador E. Rodezno, Permanent Representative of Honduras; Ambassador Raymond Valcin, Permanent Representative of Haiti; Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada; and Ambassador Miguel Ruíz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico.


The topics considered, in addition to the reports of the organs, agencies, and entitities referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter, which are the subject of a separate report of this Committee, are described below. 


A.
FIGHTING THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN, ADOLESCENTS, AND CHILDREN [AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03)]

Pursuant to the provisions of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM is to present to the Permanent Council a report on activities carried out in the member states in connection with trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and children.

The corresponding document, CP/doc.3862/04, was considered by the General Committee at its meeting of May 11, 2004, and the respective draft resolution, “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” (CP/CG-1578/04 rev. 3 corr. 1), was approved at the meeting of May 13, 2004, and is attached as Appendix I to this report.

B.
PROMOTION OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HEMISPHERE [AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), operative paragraph 6]


In resolution AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly welcomed the sponsorship by the Government of Panama, with the support of the IDB, of the Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility in the Americas as a Tool for Competitiveness,” held in Panama City from October 26 to 28, 2003. 

It also requested the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to ensure that proper follow-up is given, in the OAS context, to that conference and to the conference on the same topic held earlier in Miami, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and to undertake jointly to foster the exchange of experience and information among member states and the different organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, in close collaboration with the Trade Unit of the OAS General Secretariat, the Secretariat for the Summit Process, and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), in order to coordinate and strengthen cooperation activities in the area of corporate social responsibility.

In keeping with operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), the Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

To that end, at its meeting of December 17, 2003, the General Committee received the respective report, which was published, as amended by the delegations, as CP/CG-1579/04.  In that connection, on May 3, 2004, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” (CP/CG-1577/04 rev.1), presented by the delegation of Canada.  The said draft resolution is attached hereto as Appendix II.

C.
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM, AND THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY [AG/RES. 1956 (XXXIII-O/03)]


In resolution AG/RES. 1956 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to continue implementing the recommendations of previous general meetings and to consider the possibility of holding, in 2004, such meetings with the United Nations, with SICA, and with CARICOM in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the OAS General Secretariat and the secretariats of these organizations.

It also requested the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities involving technical cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the aforementioned organizations, thereby facilitating increased intersectoral contacts.

At the meeting of the Committee of May 3, 2004, the Secretary General gave a presentation on the report on these activities (document CP/doc.3868/04 corr. 1), and the Committee approved the draft resolution “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community
” (CP/CG-1580/04), which is attached hereto as Appendix III.

D.
PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY: FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER [AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), operative paragraph 7.i]

In resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to present, through the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), a report every four months on progress made in the implementation of the Unit’s Work Plan.


The Permanent Council forwarded to the General Committee for its consideration the respective reports, contained in documents CP/doc.3756/03, CP/doc.3777/03, CP/doc.3777/03, and CP/doc.3865/04.  The Committee considered the first three of these on December 17, 2003, and the last on May 11, 2004.

On December 17, 2003, the Committee also received the work plan of the UPD, which was approved as amended, and subsequently published as document CP/doc.3807/04 rev. 2. 

Lastly, the Committee established a working group, chaired by Mexico, with responsibility for the draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy.”  On May 13, 2004, the General Committee considered and approved this resolution as document CP/CG-1590/04 rev. 2, which is contained in the respective Permanent Council report on the topic.

E.
TRADE AND INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS [AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03), operative paragraph 2.g]

In resolution AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to continue to provide semiannual written progress reports on the activities of the Trade Unit, including information on its level of budgetary execution, to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for their review.

On March 24, 2004, the Committee received the “Semi-Annual Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Trade Unit for the first semester of 2003” (CP/doc.3853/04). Subsequently, at its meeting of May 12, 2004, the Permanent Council forwarded to the Committee for its consideration the draft resolution “Trade and Integration in the Americas,” presented by the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Uruguay.  The said draft resolution was approved at the meeting of May 17, 2003, as document CP/CG-1587/04 rev. 1
, and is attached hereto as Appendix IV.

F.
SUPPORT FOR THE WORK OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM AG/RES. 1964 (XXXIII-O/03)
At its meeting of June 26, 2003, the Permanent Council decided that this topic should remain among the mandates assigned to the General Committee.  Operative paragraph 12 of resolution AG/RES. 1964 (XXXIII-O/03) establishes that the Chair of CICTE should report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. 

This report (CP/doc.3859/04) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of April 7, 2004.  Subsequently, a working group was established, chaired by Uruguay, to consider the draft resolution, which was approved at the meeting of May 13, 2004, as document CP/CG-1600/04.  The said draft resolution is attached hereto as Appendix V.
III.
OTHER TOPICS

In addition, during this period, the Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee the rapporteur’s report and report on the meeting on public information, preliminary analysis of the Management Study, and consideration of a series of draft resolutions presented for consideration by the General Assembly.

A. ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION


On February 3, 2004, the General Committee considered the reports of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 1932 (XXXIII-O/03), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy” (CP/doc.3780/03 and CP/doc.3803/03).


At its meetings of September 10, 2003, and December 17, 2003, the Permanent Council had received the presentation of the said reports and, at the second of these meetings, decided to transmit the topic to the General Committee for in-depth study.  In fulfillment of this task, the Chair of the Committee reported to the Permanent Council.  Subsequently, at its meeting of May 17, 2004, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy,” presented by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, and Guatemala, and contained in the Permanent Council report on the topic.
B. MANAGEMENT STUDY


On December 17, 2003
, the General Committee considered the review of the organizational framework and personnel structure of the General Secretariat of the OAS (Management Study).  In accordance with the decision of the Permanent Council taken at its meeting of November 19, 2003, the said Study was transmitted to the General Committee for it to evaluate recommendations pertaining to general policies in these areas.  At its meeting of December 17, 2003
, the Committee examined the respective document (CP/doc.3800/03), and decided to obtain the conclusions of the CAAP with regard to this matter.


In that connection, on May 3, 2004, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Modernization of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States” (CP/GC
-1576/04 rev.1), presented by the delegation of Mexico.  The said draft resolution is attached hereto as Appendix VI.

C. OTHER DRAFT RESOLUTIONS


Lastly, at its meetings of May 3, May 13, and May 17, 2004, the General Committee considered and approved the following additional draft resolutions, the study and discussion of which had been assigned to it by the Permanent Council:
1. Joint Efforts of the Americas to Fight Corruption and Impunity

2. Natural Disaster Reduction


3. White Helmets Initiative

4. Fighting Transnational Organization Crime in the Hemisphere

5. Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03)
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