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I.  INTRODUCTION

The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Luis Enrique Chase Plate, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, is attending the important seminar on identification, collection, stockpile management, and destruction of small arms and light weapons, held this week in Managua, Nicaragua, in keeping with a General Assembly resolution assigned to the Committee.  At the request of Ambassador Chase Plate, I have the honor, in my capacity as First Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to present to the Permanent Council the Committee’s recommendations on the mandates it received in the 2003 to 2004 term.


The Committee just recently completed its work, on Wednesday, May 12, and time constraints prevented us from preparing the overall report on the Committee’s activities for consideration by the Permanent Council today.  However, the Committee Chair has asked me to assure you that we will send a complete report on our activities to the Council as quickly as possible.

II.  BACKGROUND

The Committee on Hemispheric Security received its mandate from the Permanent Council in August 2003 and elected Ambassador Chase Plate as Chair.  In that same month, the Committee, at its first meeting, elected Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, as Second Vice Chair, and the undersigned as First Vice Chair. 

The General Assembly resolutions relating to hemispheric security, including the topic of an integrated inter-American strategy to combat threats to cybersecurity, were entrusted to the Committee for follow-up.
/  Note should also be made of the mandate on the completion of preparations for the Special Conference on Security, which was successfully held in Mexico City, Mexico, last October, and on which a report has already been presented to this Permanent Council.

I also want to refer to the formation of three working groups, since the recommendations of two of them will be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration today.  The first, the Working Group to Prepare for the Special Conference on Security, chaired by Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, completed its work last October, and its recommendations were presented at that time to the Permanent Council.

The Working Group to Finalize the Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues, chaired by Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, concluded its work last week.  Also, the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Cybersecurity Strategy for Member States, chaired by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, also completed its tasks last week.  Consequently, the Committee received the reports of these two working groups and has decided to submit their conclusions and recommendations to the Permanent Council for due presentation to the General Assembly.

III.  RECOMMENDATIONS

In its deliberations in response to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Committee took into account not only the pertinent resolutions but also the recommendations of the Special Conference on Security, as set forth in the Declaration on Security in the Americas (document CES/DEC.1/03 rev. 1).
The Committee adopted 16 draft resolutions, which reflect the recommendations for future action by the Organization in terms of hemispheric security.

1. Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America (CP/CSH-616/04 rev. 1)

2. Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas (CP/CSH-617/04 rev. 3)

3. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone (CP/CSH-618/04 rev. 3)

4. Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru (CP/CSH-620/04 rev. 2)

5. Proliferation of and Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons (CP/CSH-621/02 rev. 1)

6. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security (CP/CSH-623/04 rev. 2 corr. 1)

7. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) (CP/CSH-624/04 rev. 1)

8. The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region (CP/CSH-627/04 rev. 1)

9. The Americas as a Zone of Peace and Cooperation (CP/CSH-631/04 rev. 1)

10. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (CP/CSH-632/04 rev. 1)

11. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CP/CSH-633/04 rev. 1)

12. Limitation of Military Spending (CP/CSH-634/04 rev. 1)

13. Adoption of a Comprehensive Inter-American Strategy to Combat Threats to Cybersecurity: A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity (CP/CSH-635/04 rev. 2)

14. Fighting Extreme Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-637/04 rev. 1 corr. 1)

15. Special Security Concerns of Small Island States (CP/CSH-638/04 rev. 1)

16. Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education (CP/CSH-639/04 rev. 1)
Recommendations were also made for a comprehensive inter-American cybersecurity strategy and on the modernization and changes needed to provide the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues:

1. Recommendations for a Comprehensive Inter-American Cybersecurity Strategy: A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity (CP/CSH-625/04 rev. 3) (Adopted by the Committee at its meeting of May 11, 2004).

2. Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues in Support of the Ongoing Examination of the Institutions of the Inter-American System Related to Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-643/04 corr. 1) (Adopted by the Committee at its meeting of May 11, 2004).

A.
Draft resolutions
In presenting these recommendations, I will briefly review the draft resolutions.  The Committee adopted the 16 draft resolutions, as listed on the order of business for this meeting of the Permanent Council, although three of them contain pending items for which certain delegations requested additional time for consultation with their capitals.  Those three draft resolutions are:

1.
Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru (CP/CSH-620/04 rev. 2), in which operative paragraph 8 remains pending.  The United States delegation suggested that it be moved to the draft resolution on the subject of antipersonnel mines in the Americas; the sponsoring delegations, Ecuador and Peru, are considering that proposal.

2.
Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (CP/CSH-632/04 rev. 1), in which the delegations of the United States and Argentina requested the deletions of operative paragraph 3, the delegation of the United States requested the deletion of operative paragraph 7, and the delegation which presented the draft resolution, Mexico, requested time for consultation with its capital.

3.
Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CP/CSH-633/04 rev. 1): The United States delegation entered a reservation to the draft resolutions “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone.”

In the course of deliberations, a number of delegations withdrew their proposals in the interest of consensus.  It was agreed to include their positions on the matter in this report:

1. CP/CSH-627/04 rev. 1, "The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region": The delegation of Peru proposed including an operative paragraph establishing that the Permanent Council would initiate negotiation of an inter-American treaty declaring the Americas a biological- and chemical-weapons-free region in keeping with the commitment undertaken in paragraph 13 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

2. CP/CSH-623/04 rev. 2 corr. 1, "Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security": The delegation of Chile requested time to consult with its capital, given that the new operative paragraph 8, presented by the United States, dealt with a highly sensitive political matter.

3. CP/CSH-637/04 rev. 1 corr. 1, "Addressing Extreme Poverty, Inequality, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security": operative paragraph on the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas not supported by Mexico.

On the topic of civil aviation security, considered by the Committee in April, the delegation of the United States said it would introduce to the Committee’s agenda for the upcoming term the specific topic of the proliferation of man-portable air defense systems (MANPADS), with a view to seeking practical measures the OAS and the Committee might take to address this grave threat.

B.
Conclusions and recommendations of the working groups
1.
Recommendations for a Comprehensive Inter-American Cybersecurity Strategy: A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity

In its resolution AG/RES. 1939 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to develop a draft cybersecurity strategy for member states, in coordination and collaboration with the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).


I am pleased to report that the working group established by the Committee in August 2003 for this purpose agreed upon recommendations based on the contributions of CITEL, CICTE, and the REMJA working group.  We want to call attention to their resolute and continuous cooperation this effort and to express our appreciation to them before the Permanent Council.

The text of the recommendations, contained in document CP/CSH-625/03 rev. 3, is presented to the Council with the request that the strategy contained therein be transmitted to the General Assembly for adoption at the thirty-fourth regular session.  It should be noted that these recommendations refer to the draft resolution entitled “Adoption of a Comprehensive Inter-American Strategy to Combat Threats to Cybersecurity: A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity,” contained in document CP/CSH-635/04 rev. 2.

2.
Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues in Support of the Ongoing Examination of the Institutions of the Inter-American System Related to Hemispheric Security

In its resolution AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security in its capacity as preparatory body of the Special Conference on Security, complete the study and recommendations on the modernization and changes needed to provide the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues in order to support the ongoing examination of the institutions of the inter-American system related to hemispheric security, as mentioned in operative paragraph 9 of resolution AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02).


The Committee’s working group, formed in August 2003 to carry out the tasks involved in this mandate, has issued four recommendations, provided in the study, document CP/CSH-643/04 corr. 1.  The first, in terms of the Committee, refers to improving the coordination of technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security matters within the OAS.  The second deals with improving coordination of OAS resources for conflict prevention and resolution, and the third relates to strengthening the Committee and its resources.  The fourth recommendation proposes an extension of the General Assembly mandate to allow a deeper examination of the institutional and juridical link between the OAS and Inter-American Defense Board and its College, in the context of the statements contained in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.


I hereby submit to the Permanent Council the recommendations contained in the study, for consideration and adoption, and request that the Council present to the General Assembly the recommendation that the mandate be extended for the reasons explained earlier.  It should be noted that the draft resolution "Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security" (CP/CSH-623/04 rev. 2 corr. 1) refers to this matter in operative paragraph 6.
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Margarita Escobar

Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS

First Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
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�.	The resolutions assigned to the Committee for consideration: AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03), “Special Conference on Security,” AG/RES. 1955 (XXXIII-O/03), “Natural Disaster Reduction,” AG/RES. 1963 (XXXIII-O/03), “Limitation of Military Spending,” AG/RES. 1967 (XXXIII-O/03), “Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas,” AG/RES. 1969 (XXXIII-O/03), “Recognition of the South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation,” AG/RES. 1970 (XXXIII-O/03), “Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean,” AG/RES. 1934 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America,” AG/RES. 1935 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru,” AG/RES. 1936 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone,” AG/RES. 1939 (XXXIII-O/03), “Development of an Inter-American Strategy to Combat Threats to Cybersecurity,” AG/RES. 1966 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region,” AG/RES. 1968 (XXXIII-O/03), “Proliferation of and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons,” AG/RES. 1937 (XXXIII-O/03), “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco),” AG/RES. 1938 (XXXIII-O/03), “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty,” and AG/RES. 1972 (XXXIII-O/03), “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials.” 





