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· Opening remarks

The meeting was addressed by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico; by the Honourable Hazel Manning, Senator, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, and First Vice Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education; and by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Luigi R. Einaudi. 

· Diagnostic assessment of the current situation in the formal and non-formal education sectors in the OAS member states

This module consisted of two panel discussions.  The first referred to the current situation in the formal education sector, with emphasis on how educational processes are being used to foster and promote a democratic culture in basic education.  Acting as moderator was the Honourable Hazel Manning.  The five panelists were: Mr. Rolando Ernesto Marín Coto, Minister of Education of El Salvador and Second Vice Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education; Mr. Aristóbulo Isturiz, Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; Ms. Juana Inés Díaz Tafur, Vice Minister of Pre-Basic, Basic, and Secondary Education of Colombia; Mr. Lorenzo Gómez-Morín, Subsecretary of Basic Education of Mexico and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education; and Ms. Sofialeticia Morales, Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS General Secretariat.

· The present situation in the non-formal educational sector, with an emphasis on how educational processes are currently used to foster and promote a democratic culture

Acting as moderator was Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  The five panelists were: Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat; Mr. Matt Dippell, Deputy Director for Latin America and the Caribbean at the National Democratic Institute for International Affaire; Mr. Gary Knell, President of Sesame Street Workshop; Mr. Richard Nuccio, Director of International Programs at the Center for Civic Education; and Ms. Maruja Pachón, Director of the Instituto Luis Carlos Galán.  This module consisted of two panel discussions. The first examined the findings of empirical research on the skills, attitudes, and civic activities of secondary students in three countries of the Americas and their implications for educational policy, and considered some innovative civic education programs. Acting as moderator was Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States.  The panelists were: Ms. Juana Inés Díaz Tafur, Vice Minister of Pre-Basic, Basic, and Secondary Education of Colombia; Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of International Relations at the Department of Education of the United States of America; and Mr. Francisco Pilotti, Principal Social Development Specialist at the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS General Secretariat.  In this module’s second panel discussion, presentations were given on specific experiences in which education on values has been a cross-cutting theme of the basic education curriculum or of non-formal education strategies.  Acting as moderator was Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada.  The panelists were: Ms. Xiomara Lucena, National Director of Educational Communities at the Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; Ms. Susana Restrepo, Executive Director of the Fundación Presencia of Colombia; and Mr. Eric Suzán Reed, Director General of Political Development at the Secretariat of the Interior of Mexico.
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· Formation of working groups


After the panelists gave their presentations and the various delegations made their comments, two working groups were formed.  The first was moderated by Mr. Lorenzo Gómez-Morín and examined the program guidelines in terms of formal education, with an emphasis on basic education.  The second group was moderated by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and focused on guidelines for strengthening democratic values through non-formal approaches to education.

· Conclusions and recommendations


The moderators presented the findings of the discussions, which will be included in the final report on the meeting.  The closing remarks and conclusions were handled by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Miguel Ruíz-Cabañas, the Honourable Hazel Manning, Ms. Sofialeticia Morales, and Ms. Elizabeth Spehar.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1406/04.
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