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Record of the regular meeting held on May 14, 2004

CP/ACTA 1420/04
/
· Report on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for 2003-2004

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, for 2003-2004  (CP/CISC-119/04).  The Council took note of the document and decided to present it, as an addendum to its annual report, to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fourth regular session.

The Council also endorsed the recommendations and guidelines presented for preparation of a proposed “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” document CP/CISC-118/04.

The Council considered and approved the following draft resolutions, some with amendments:

· Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

· Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

· Follow-up to the Special Summit of the Americas

· Plan of Action of Mexico City on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and on Civil Society Participation

· Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas

The Council decided to present these five draft resolutions to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fourth regular session.

· CIFTA report

The Permanent Council considered the report of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) on the activities carried out in the 2003-2004 period (CP/doc.3897/04).

The report was presented by Ambassador Horacio Serpa, Permanent Representative of Colombia, the country serving as Secretariat pro tempore of the Committee for the 2003-2004 period (CP/doc.3897/04).

The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, and Venezuela took the floor.

The Council decided to take note of the presentation given by Ambassador Serpa and of the observations made by the delegations.

· Draft resolutions presented by the Committee on Hemispheric Security 
The Council considered and endorsed the recommendations of the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding the mandates assigned to it in the 2003-2004 period (CP/CSH-644/04), presented by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Second Vice Chair of the Committee.

Subsequently, the Council considered and approved the following draft resolutions, some of them with the amendments suggested, and decided to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fourth regular session:

· Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America

· Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
/
· Proliferation of and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons

· Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

· Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
/
· The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region

· The Americas as a Zone of Peace and Cooperation

· Limitation of Military Spending

The Council also decided to postpone consideration of the following draft resolutions until its next meeting, to be held on Monday, May 17, 2004:

· The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone
· Adoption of a Comprehensive Inter-American Strategy to Combat Threats to Cybersecurity:  A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity

· Addressing Extreme Poverty, Inequality, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security

· Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States

· Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education 

· Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru

· Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty


It was also decided to postpone until the next meeting consideration of the Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues in Support of the Ongoing Examination of the Institutions of the Inter-American System Related to Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-643/04 corr. 1).

· UNHCR presentation
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The Permanent Council heard a presentation on the international protection of asylum- seekers, refugees, and displaced persons in the Americas given by Dr. Juan Carlos Murillo, Legal Adviser,
 Regional Office of the UNHCR in Costa Rica.  The Council took note of said presentation, and added that the efforts made by the UNHCR in the Americas would be reflected in a draft resolution to be approved shortly by the Permanent Council.

· Establishment and composition of the Style Committee for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council established the Style Committee for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, to be composed of the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, and United States, and open to all delegations.

· Minutes

The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the meetings held on July 16, 2003 (CP/ACTA 1374/03); August 27, 2003 (CP/ACTA 1379/03); and October 14, 2003 (CP/ACTA 1386/03).

· Information provided by the delegation of Mexico

The Council took note of the statement by the delegation of Mexico with regard to the decision by the International Court of Justice and the decision by the Governor of Oklahoma, United States, to commute the death sentence of Osvaldo Torre, a Mexican national.
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1.	The statements and observations of the delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1420/04).


�.	The delegation of Venezuela requested that its interpretive statement on preambular paragraph 8 of this draft resolution be included in the minutes of this meeting.


�.	The delegations of El Salvador and Mexico asked to be listed as co-sponsors.
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