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USE OF EXCESS RESOURCES OF THE RESERVE SUBFUND FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENTS AND TO MEET OAS MANDATES

QUARTERLY REPORT TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON ACTIVITIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE PERIOD 01/01/2004-03/31/04
Permanent Council Resolution 831 (1342/02) and Resolution of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development CEPCIDI/RES.89 (LXXXIX-O/03) paragraph “3.  To agree that, besides the sectoral areas of education and trade, each of the other sectoral areas identified in operative paragraph 1 will receive up to US$190,833.33 to execute the projects they determine”.

To this end, the Office of Science and Technology is pleased to provide the Permanent Council with the following information:

Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2003:

 $190,833.33

Interest Earned January 2003 to date


     $3,003.96








 $193,837.29

Amounts Spent and Already Reported in Prior

Periods: July to September 2003 (Task 2.5)




     $2,812.46 

October to December 2003 (Tasks 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5)                   $97,517.55

 









  $100,330.01

Amount Spent during the Period January 1 to March 31, 2004                         $39,601.14

Balance as of April 1, 2004
     


     

               $53,906.14

	Activities
	 
	P.O.#
	US$

	 

	1-Hemispheric Cooperation and Scientific and Technological Policiy Development
	 
	 
	 

	Task 1.1 Science Technology & Innovation for Competitiveness in the Productive Sector
	 
	69156
	$527.00

	
	 
	
	

	Task 1.2 Science and Technology for Social Development
	 
	69379
	$25,000.00

	
	 
	
	

	Task 1.3 Regional Scientific and Technological Development
	 
	69633
	$1,520.61

	
	 
	69958
	$200.00

	
	 
	70038
	$168.00

	
	 
	71339
	$200.00

	Returned to account for adjustment
	 
	 
	-$800.00


	
	 
	
	

	2-Science, Technology and Innovation for Hemispheric Competitiveness
	 
	 
	 

	Task 2.1 Technological Services
	 
	68891
	$1,519.00

	
	 
	69693
	$121.03

	
	 
	
	

	Task 2.2 Information Technologies, Connectivity and Thematic Networks
	 
	70345
	$1,500.00

	
	 
	71340
	$200.00

	Returned to account for adjustment
	 
	 
	-$4,664.00

	
	 
	
	

	Task 2.3 Biotechnology and Food Technology
	 
	69155
	$1,516.00

	
	 
	70931
	$2,731.10

	
	 
	70893
	$372.01

	
	 
	
	

	Task 2.4  Horizontal Cooperation in Cleaner Technologies and Renewable Energy
	 
	69688
	$3,000.00

	
	 
	70802
	$2,022.25

	
	 
	71111
	$1,635.00

	
	 
	
	

	Task 2.5  Gender, Science and Technology
	 
	69670
	$167.65

	
	 
	70844
	$2,665.49

	
	 
	
	

	 TOTAL 
	 
	 
	$39,601.14

	
	
	
	


ANNEX

The Office of Science and Technology is implementing the Science and Technology Program of Activities for Hemispheric Cooperation, approved by the Member States of the OAS in the Special Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) held in Lima, Peru from May 5-9, 2003. The Project in Hemispheric Cooperation and Scientific and Technological Policy Development and the Science, Technology and Innovation for Hemispheric Competitiveness are the components of the mentioned Program.

First General Expenditure                                                            (US$26,815.61)
· 1 - Project in Hemispheric Cooperation and Scientific and Technological Policy Development 

From November 2003 to March 2004, the Office of Science and Technology carried out four of the five hemispheric workshops that comprised the first component of the Program, which was oriented to generate science and technology policies and strategies for the Americas in priority areas defined by the COMCYT. During the period, two of these workshops were financed as well as the cost of activities from previous workshops was reimbursed.  In addition, some funds of the second component of the Program were relocated to cover activities related to the workshops.

The workshops carried out during the period were Popularization of Science and Science and Technology for Social Development. Distinguished science and technology experts and policy makers participated for an exchange of views on technical questions and the formulation of science and technology policies proposals for the Americas. This process is part of the preparatory stage for the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Officials of Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, scheduled for November 11-12, 2004 in Lima, Peru.
1.1 Workshop on “Science, Technology and Innovation for the Increase of Competitiveness in the Productive Sector”   

                                          US$527
Results achieved:  Funds covered costs of coordination and cooperation activities related to this workshop, which was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from November 17-19, 2003 with the participation of recognized S&T experts from eleven countries. (See details of this workshop in previous report).

1.2 Workshop on “Science and Technology for Social Development”                  US$25,000

Results achieved: This workshop was held in Kingston, Jamaica from March 3-5, 2004 and was coordinated by the Office of Science and Technology with the collaboration of the National Commission on Science and Technology (NCST) of Jamaica. The workshop examined science and technology’s potential contributions to four major areas necessary for regional and national social development, including: delivery of basic needs; education for poverty mitigation; micro business and employment generation; and democratic and universal access to information and communications technologies through the bridging of the digital divide. Recommendations in six areas where science and technology could contribute substantially to social development at the regional and national levels were formulated: democracy; provision of basic needs (water/food-nutrition/energy/environment/health-healthcare); economic empowerment and poverty reduction; employment generation scientific education; gender; and information technology and connectivity. This fund covered travel expenses of recognized S&T experts from the region, as well as coordination and logistic expenses related to the workshop. The workshop gathered thirty nine experts from ten countries. The financial report of this workshop has not been provided yet by the executing national institution (NCST).

1.3 Workshop on “Scientific and Technological Development in the Americas” 
                                                                                                                            US$2,088.61

Results achieved: This workshop was held in Quito, Ecuador from December 10-12, 2003 and brought together forty distinguished experts from ten Member States in four areas:  advanced networks and information technologies, materials and nanotechnology, biotechnology, and clean technologies and renewable energy. Recommendations for policies in each of these topics were developed, and the importance of hemispheric cooperation in their execution was stressed. The final workshop report crosses-reference the recommendations to regional and national strategies, human resources development, professional and research infrastructure and research connections with the private sector. The OST coordinated this workshop in conjunction with the Fundación para la Ciencia y Tecnología (FUNDACYT) of Ecuador. Reimbursement of miscellaneous and travel expenses for some of the participating S&T experts and scientists were covered by these OAS’ funds. For this task, as the financial report submitted by FUNDACYT shows, the amount of US$800 was credited to the OAS account.

Second General Expenditure 




            (US$12,785.53)
· 2 - Science, Technology and Innovation for Hemispheric Competitiveness

Within the framework of the second component of the Science and Technology Program of Activities for Hemispheric Cooperation, implemented by the OST, special attention is given to specific thematic areas, on which precise mandates emanated from the Summit of the Americas process.  The Office’s efforts in each of these areas are the following:

2.1 Technological Services 




                                US$1,640.03

Results achieved: The Office supports the areas of metrology, standards, accreditation, and quality. In particular, the Office has continued providing scientific and technical advice to national institutions involved with the OAS Projects related to the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC), and the Pan-American Standards Commission (COPANT). This fund financed the participation of the OST, through the Principal Specialist responsible for these areas, to the SIM Council Meeting held in San Jose, Costa Rica, on February 01, 2004.  This fund also covered the reimbursement of some coordination and cooperation costs related to the Workshop on Science, Technology, and Innovation for the Increase of Competitiveness in the Productive Sector carried out in Buenos Aires, Argentina, November 17-19, 2003. 

2.2 Information Technologies, Connectivity and Thematic Networks                  US$1,7000

Results achieved:  This fund covered the reimbursement of travel expenses for experts in the areas of advanced networks and information technology and biotechnology within the framework of the Workshop on Scientific and Technological Development in the Americas carried out in Quito, Ecuador, December 10-12, 2003.  For this task, as the financial report submitted by FUNDACYT shows, the amount of US$4,664 was credited to the OAS account.

2.3 Biotechnology and Food Technology 


                                 US$4,619.11

Results achieved:  This fund partially financed coordination and organization costs of the Workshop on Popularization of Science carried out in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, February 2-5, 2004. This workshop was coordinated by the Office of Science and Technology with the collaboration of the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Museu de Astronomia e Ciências Afins (MAST) of Brazil.  The Brazilian government, through the Ministry of Science and Technology, entirely financed this workshop that gathered experts and representatives from 12 Member States. The workshop report addresses the principles and assumptions for the establishment of a hemispheric policy for the popularization of science; cooperation policy and measures; agents of the popularization of science; inter-relationship of the popularization of science and formal and non-formal education; measures targeted at achieving social inclusion; content and topics; monitoring and evaluation systems; financing; and proposals for a hemispheric cooperation agenda for the popularization of science and technology. The workshop also addresses motivational issues that favored popularization of science and technology in some of the OAS Member States.
This fund also financed the participation of the Office’s Principal Specialist responsible for the area of Biotechnology and Food Technology in the Global Forum on Biotechnology carried out in Chile, March 2-5, 2004 under the auspices of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the Government of Chile, with assistance from the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB). This Forum was explicitly recognized by the recent Declaration of Nuevo Leon as a priority issue to contribute to fighting hunger in the region. As a result of this Forum, the Conception Declaration was formulated in a way to motivate countries to design and formulate policies in Biotechnology aimed to contribute to their integral development. The conference was attended by some 1500 participants from about 80 countries, including experts from governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, scientific institutions, industry and the media.

Reimbursement of some travel expenses for activities carried out in the area of Biotechnology were also financed by this fund. 
2.4 Horizontal Cooperation in Cleaner Technologies and Renewable Energy  US$6,657.25

Results achieved: This fund covered costs of coordination and cooperation activities for the Workshop on Science and Technology for Social Development. As it was previously described, this workshop was held in Kingston, Jamaica, March 3-5, 2004.

This fund also financed some miscellaneous expenses of experts at the Workshop on the Popularization of Science carried out in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, February 2-5, 2004. Although this workshop was entirely financed by the national counterpart institution in Brazil, the OAS at the request of the organizing institution covered this additional expense.   

2.5 Gender in Science and Technology 




           US$2,833.14

Results achieved: In the framework of the activities carried out by the Office of Science and Technology (OST) in the area of Gender in Science and Technology, and under the direct supervision of the OST’s Director, funds were used for the coordination and organization activities relating to this area. During this quarter, expenses were related to reimbursements for the participation in the Regional Symposium on Gender Equity in Science and Technology in Latin America: Current Situation and Strategies for the Future, coordinated by UNESCO, and held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, November 13-14, 2003. This fund also partially financed costs of coordination and cooperation activities of the Workshop on Science and Technology for Social Development, where the gender perspective was an important element. Furthermore, as already stated, a total of $8,000 of this area is committed as an OAS counterpart for the IDRC project, aimed at preparing recommendations on gender issues in Science and Technology for the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Officials of Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, to be held next November in Lima, Peru.
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