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Summary of the meeting of Tuesday, April 13, 2004


The Committee held its 11th meeting on April 13, 2004, to consider the matters listed on the order of business, document CP/CG-619/04.

1. Consideration of the draft resolutions presented to date

i. Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas (CP/CSH-617/04) (Presented by the delegation of the United States to the Committee on March 23, 2004)

Consideration of the draft resolution "Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas" began with a brief introduction by the delegation of the United States, during which it was announced that the member states that had hosted OAS meetings on confidence- and security-building measures–Argentina, Chile, and El Salvador–were joining in presenting this draft resolution.

The delegations of Argentina, Chile, and El Salvador announced that they would cosponsor the draft resolution.

The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, and Mexico suggested amendments to the document.  It was decided that the preambular amendment proposed by Bolivia would be revisited.  The other amendments were adopted.
ii. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone (CP/CSH-618/04) (Presented by the delegation of Canada to the Committee on April 2, 2004)

During consideration of the draft resolution "The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone," the delegations of Chile and Nicaragua asked to be included as cosponsors and the delegations of Ecuador and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines expressed their support for the draft as presented. 
The delegations of Chile, the United States, Nicaragua, and Peru proposed amendments to the draft.  The Chilean delegation, in the interest of consensus, withdrew its proposal regarding the title of the document, after hearing the Canadian delegation’s reply.
The Colombian delegation indicated that it would soon submit a paragraph on the production of antipersonnel land mines.

The delegation of the United States announced that it would enter a reservation to this draft resolution.

The draft resolution was approved, on the understanding that the paragraph from Colombia and the text of the United States reservation remained pending.

2. Presentation of draft resolutions

i. Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru

The delegation of Ecuador presented, on its own behalf and on behalf of the delegation of Peru, a draft resolution entitled "Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru" (document CP/CSH-620/04).  During the presentation of this document, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador and the Alternate Representative of Peru proposed certain corrections to the text.  
ii. The Americas as a Zone of Peace and Cooperation

The delegation of Ecuador reported that in the coming days it would present a draft resolution on "The Americas as a Zone of Peace and Cooperation."

iii. Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean

The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines announced that shortly the island states of the Caribbean would present a draft resolution on the "Special Security Concerns of Small Island States."
3. Other business
a. Upcoming Committee meetings

The Committee Chair reported that three additional meetings had been scheduled for April, and two for May.  He also identified the topics to be considered at each meeting, the corresponding General Assembly mandates, the recommendations of the Special Conference on Security, and the experts invited to present reports on their fields of endeavor.  He emphasized the importance of concluding the tasks on May 6, so that the Committee report could be submitted to the Permanent Council at its last meeting, scheduled for May 12.

The meeting concluded at 12:59 p.m.
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