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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WORSHIP OF BOLIVIA ON THE REFERENDUM HELD ON JULY 18, 2004

Permanent Mission of bolivia
to the
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
MBOE-C.P-110/04
Washington, July 20, 2004
Dear Madam Council Chair:

I have the pleasure of addressing you in order to attach hereto a press release issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of my country on the referendum held on July 18, during which natural gas resource use options were chosen.

I would be most appreciative if you would kindly arrange for the circulation of this press release as an information document.

Sincerely yours,

Ambassador Maria Tamayo Arnal

Permanent Representative
Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutierrez Salazar
Ambassador of Nicaragua
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WORSHIP

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship announces that the populace has expressed broad support to President Carlos Mesa in the referendum held on Sunday, July 18.  The “yes” votes cast in response to the five questions, numbering between 80% and 58% according to preliminary estimates released by the national electoral court, show unequivocally that the Bolivian population has supported democracy, the referendum, and the President, and has rejected the minority leaders who, up until the last moment, urged them to engage in violence and abstain from voting.

With these clear answers, the President has called for improved relations with the country’s social forces and the National Congress, stressing that the only possible interpretation is the voice of the people.

In that connection, the Government has received a mandate to promote the use, industrialization, and export of gas as a basis for the long-awaited economic takeoff.

The outcome of the referendum can be summed up in five words the people have spoken to the Government:  repeal, recover, strengthen, negotiate, and legislate.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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