PAGE  
- 4 -

[image: image1.wmf] 

 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

OAS/Ser.G
CP/doc.3892/04 add. 10
4 August 2004

Original:  English
QUARTERLY REPORT ON THE USE OF DESIGNATED FUNDS 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH RESOLUTION CP/RES. 831 (1342/02)
FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1ST – MARCH 31ST 2004

Office of External Relations
This document is distributed to the permanent missions and will be
presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

.

QUARTERLY REPORT TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS FOR THE PERIOD

JANUARY 1 AND MARCH 31, 2004

In 2002, Permanent Council Resolution 831 (1342/02), paragraph j, resolved “To appropriate…...one hundred thousand dollars (US$100,000) to pursue outreach activities approved by the Permanent Council to be implemented by the Department of Public Information and the Office of External Relations or as otherwise assigned by the Permanent Council.” Of this amount, the Director of the Office of External Relations and Officer in Charge of the Department of Public Information decided to allot US$35,000 to the Office of External Relations.

To this end, the Office of External Relations is pleased to provide the Permanent Council with the following information:

Beginning balance as of January 1, 2003:



$35,000.00

Interest earned:







$569.00 

Amounts spent and

already reported in prior

periods (Jan.-Dec. 2003):





($21,223.52)

Expenditures for January 1-March 31, 2004:



($6,300.00)


$2,000 January 2004 – Monterrey Summit Conference


$2,000 February 2004 – OER Database and Mailing list


$2,000 – March 2004 – Conference on the OAS


$300 – Printer Toner for Conference Material

Ending balance as of March 31, 2004:




$8,045.48 
   

Expenditures for January 1- March, 31, 2004
Conference Series

The Office of External Relations has a partnership with the Center for Latin American Issues at The George Washington University through which it co-hosts a series of conferences throughout the year on key issues on the inter-American Agenda. In January and March, 2004, the OER hired a contractor to work on the logistics of two of these conferences: 1) The Results of the Special Summit of the Americas held in Monterrey, Mexico and 2) The OAS: Past, Present and Future. The contractor’s tasks included identifying and contacting the speakers and panelists, handling mailing lists, preparing and sending out the invitations, keeping track of confirmations, registering participants, preparing and distributing programs, making arrangements for stage set up and other services needed, taking charge of the follow-up of the conferences, including the distribution of information documents and working papers, posting conference information, and acting as liaison between the OER and external audiences with regard to information on such conferences. Printer toner was also purchased to produce conference material such as invitations and programs. 

OER Database and Mailing List

In February 2004, a contractor was hired to update OER’s database and mailing list.  The database includes more than 5,000 contacts and also serves as a point of reference and consultation for other areas in the General Secretariat. 

Results Achieved

The conference on the Special Summit of the Americas included a panel discussion among Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States; Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, and Ms. Gwyneth Kutz, Alternate Representative of Canada. Following the panel session, a luncheon was offered with the participation of Ambassador Roger Noriega, US Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs, as keynote speaker. 

The conference on the OAS: Past, Present, and Future included two panel sessions where experts from the hemisphere discussed the role, evolution and prospect of the Organization. Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, OAS Assistant Secretary General opened up the conference with a keynote speech, which was followed by a rich debate among hemispheric experts, including Eduardo Stein, Vice President of Guatemala; Miguel Angel Rodriguez, Shapiro Visiting Professor at the George Washington University and former President of Costa Rica; Michael Shifter, Vice President for Policy, Inter-American Dialogue; Richard Feinberg, Economics Professor at the University of California, San Diego; Steven Johnson, Senior Policy Analyst, The Heritage Foundation; Phillip McLean, Deputy Director and Senior Fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies; Marcela Sanchez, Columnist the Washington Post; Andres Oppenheimer, Columnist, The Miami Herald; Eduardo Ferrero Costa, Ambassador of Peru to the United States; and Heraldo Muñoz, Ambassador of Chile to the United Nations (sent paper).

Together, the conferences attracted 600 individuals, including government and non-governmental officials, representatives of academic institutions, businesses, think tanks, and the local media, among others. The high attendance at both conferences, the wide-spread media coverage obtained, as well as the positive feedback received is evidence of the successful outcome of these events as well as of the efforts of the Office of External Relations to establish a presence, build awareness of and encourage concrete support for the activities of the OAS as the premier forum for political dialogue in the region. 

The contractor hired in February to update OER’s database and mailing list was essential to continue consolidating the directory of local individuals and institutions interested in the activities of the Organization, which serve as key contacts for future activities and events. 

	USE OF FUNDS ALLOCATED UNDER CP/RES.831 (1342/02)

	FIRST QUARTER

(January-March 2003)
	Activity
	Executed Funds

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Speaker’s Bureau
	US$2,000.00

	SUBTOTAL:
	
	US$2,500.00

	SECOND QUARTER

(April-June 2003)
	Contractor Permanent Observer Document (June-August 2003)
	US$3,000.00

	
	Travel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$329.00

	
	Per Diem & Terminal Expenses Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$170.84

	
	Hotel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Travel Speaker II/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$833.00

	
	Per Diem Speaker/ II Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$110.84

	
	Terminal Expenses Speaker II Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$120.00

	
	Hotel Speaker II/Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Second Stage of Speaker’s Bureau
	US$1,000.00

	SUBTOTAL
	US$6,382.00

	THIRD QUARTER 

(July – September 2003)
	US$0.00

	FOURTH QUARTER
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(October-December 2003)
	OAS participation in V Annual Americas Project


	US$2,379.50

	
	Contractor:

Seminar on Results of Security Conference

Seminar on FTAA 

Seminar on Special Summit of the Americas

 
	US$9,000.00

	
	Purchase of OAS/OER banner
	US$962.02

	SUBTOTAL
	US$12,341.52

	TOTAL
	US$21,223.52

	FIRST QUARTER

(January-March 2004)
	Conference on the Special Summit of the Americas
	US$2,000



	
	Database and Mailing List
	US$2,000

	
	Conference on the OAS
	US$2,000

	
	Printer Toner for conference material


	US$300

	INITIAL ALLOTMENT
	US$35,000.00

	INTEREST
	US$569.00

	BALANCE
	US$8,045.48

	FUTURE OBLIGATIONS
	US$6,000.00

	FINAL BALANCE
	US$2,045.48
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�.	Of this amount, $6,000 has been obligated for future expenses.
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