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Summary of the meeting of March 24, 2004


The meeting, chaired by Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, was held in order to consider the items on the order of business CP/GG-1567/04 (corr. 2 in the case of Spanish, corr. 1 for the other languages).

1. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3550/04)


The delegations commented on the report and on the Center’s activities during this period, underscoring the JSCA’s efforts to generate and disseminate tools for improving information on justice-related issues in the Americas.  They also welcomed its efforts to increase cooperation and the exchange of experience among key players in the justice sector at the regional level, and they pointed to the in-depth studies of justice systems and the encouragement of innovative proposals in the discussion of judicial reforms, as well as research projects on judicial statistics and monitoring of criminal procedure reforms.  They also underscored the meetings organized during this period and the Center’s contribution to the project aimed at preventing racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance.


The delegations stated that attaining the objectives proposed by the Center depended largely on their funding; accordingly, they called for contributions toward CEJA activities.  In addition, they suggested that the report should include a section on CEJA’s statutes and other basic documents, so as to clarify its relationship with the Organization.

Lastly, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee expressed its appreciation for the presentation of the report and decided to submit it, with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

2. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3822/04)

The Committee acknowledged the activities carried out by the OAS Administrative Tribunal and underscored the decision to maintain an ongoing dialogue to foster cooperation and coordination with the other organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS.

The Committee also thanked the Tribunal for presenting its report within the prescribed time and decided to present it in due course to the Permanent Council, for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3839/04)


After listening to the presentation by the Executive Secretary of CITEL, Dr. Clovis José Baptista, the delegations commented on the report and expressed their appreciation of the initiatives undertaken by CITEL in 2003.  It also thanked CITEL for presenting the report within the statutory timeframe and decided to take note of the observations and recommendations issued by the delegations and present them to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.  Those observations will be reflected in the draft resolution “Support for and Follow-up to the Activities of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission,” to be considered at an upcoming meeting of this Committee. 

4. Semiannual Report of the General Secretariat on the activities of the Trade Unit in the first semester of 2003 (operative paragraph 2.g of resolution AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03)] (CP/doc.3853/04)]
This report was presented by the Special Advisor for Trade Issues of the Trade Unit, Dr. José Manual Salazar, pursuant to operative paragraph 2.g of resolution AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03). Following a few comments by delegations, it was decided to thank the advisor for presenting the report and to take due note of its contents.

5. Other business

There being no further matters to discuss, the Chair thanked everyone for their cooperation in the day’s work and declared the meeting closed.
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