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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ALADI GROUP IN RELATION TO RESOLUTION

AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), “DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS:
RENEWAL OF THE HEMISPHERIC COMMITMENT TO FIGHT EXTREME

POVERTY IN THE REGION”

This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
to the Organization of American States
No. II.2.E 8.D-OEA.10-387
Washington, D.C. August 6, 2004
Excellency:

I have the honor of addressing Your Excellency to transcribe herein the recommendations presented by Ambassador Jorge Valero, as Coordinator of the ALADI Group, on agenda item 5 [AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”] for consideration by the other regional groups represented at the Organization of American States, as decided at the Permanent Council meeting held yesterday, Thursday, August 5.

I wish to emphasize that these recommendations, as Ambassador Jorge Valero said yesterday, represent the position of the ALADI Group on this subject.

1.
That the working group to be formed by the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) consist of a chair and three vice chairs charged with specific topics.
1.1
That the chair of the group be Venezuela, in the person of Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative to the OAS.
1.2
That the three vice chairs be entrusted with the topics of economic rights, social rights, and cultural rights and be chosen from among the regional groups.
2.
That the negotiations leading to the adoption of the Draft Social Charter refer to the Draft Charter circulated by the Permanent Mission of Venezuela at the end of April 2004 and be open to the presentation of other drafts and documents.

3.
That ongoing consultations be conducted among the regional groups, similar to those held in the drafting of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to enrich discussions in the course of negotiations.
Her Excellency
Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar
Chair of the Permanent Council of the
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

4.
That the negotiation process begin with a work session attended by representatives of regional organizations (Inter-American Development Bank) and UN agencies (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC), to mention a few, enabling these institutions to present a general picture of the social situation in the Hemisphere and to issue recommendations.

5.
That the Draft Social Charter of the Americas be a declaration of political principles and commitments.

6.
That the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and the Plan of Action be prepared in the context of the working group established by the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, so as to translate into specific steps (Plan of Action) the political principles developed in the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.
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7.
That the working group be formed at the next meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

NELSON PINEDA PRADA

Ambassador

In charge of the Mission
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