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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING HEARD the oral reports by Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of the Federative Republic of Brazil and Head of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS; the Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. César Gaviria; and the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero, on the presidential recall referendum held in Venezuela on August 15, 2004;

RECOGNIZING that the Venezuelan people participated massively and peacefully in the presidential recall referendum, in accordance with Article 72 of the National Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;  

CONSIDERING that the Constitutional Government of President Hugo Chávez Frías has demonstrated manifest determination to uphold democracy and complied with the constitutional norms of its country and its commitments to the hemispheric community by contributing to the holding of the aforementioned referendum, thereby strengthening democracy in the Americas; and 

BEARING IN MIND that resolution CP/RES. 833 (1348/02) urged all political and social sectors in Venezuela to promote a constitutional, democratic, peaceful, and electoral solution, 
RESOLVES:
1. To congratulate the Venezuelan people for the lesson in democracy it gave to the world on the day of the referendum of August 15, 2004 and the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Hugo Chávez Frías, on his victory at the polls. 
2. To acknowledge the contribution made by the Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. César Gaviria, and by the Secretary General’s Group of Friends for Venezuela, to the quest for understanding among Venezuelans. 

3. To acknowledge, in particular, the work of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission chaired by Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of the Federative Republic of Brazil, which fulfilled the objectives and purposes entrusted to it in a responsible, effective, and appropriate manner.  
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To condemn incitement to violence and to call upon all players to accept and respect the results of the presidential recall referendum, issued, as is appropriate, by the National Electoral Council and endorsed by the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, the Carter Center, and other international observers.  Furthermore, to urge all sectors of society to abstain from any expression of intolerance in order to facilitate the necessary quest for national reconciliation.
5. To welcome the offer made by President Hugo Chávez Frías to foster national dialogue. In this regard, to call for a process of reconciliation, with the participation of all sectors of Venezuelan public life, in which differences are settled in the framework of the democratic system and in a spirit of pluralism and tolerance. 

6. To express its satisfaction for the fact that the holding of the presidential recall referendum fully complied with the mandate of resolution CP/RES. 833 (1348/02) of December 22, 2002, which urged the achievement in Venezuela of a constitutional, democratic, peaceful, and electoral solution. 
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