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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,


HAVING HEARD the oral reports by Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of the Federative Republic of Brazil and Head of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS; the Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. Cesar Gaviria;


RECOGNIZING that the Venezuelan people participated peacefully in the presidential recall referendum, in accordance with Article 72 of the National Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, confirming the term of office of President Hugo Chavez Frias;


CONSIDERING that one of the essential elements of representative democracy is access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, in conformity with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;


OBSERVING that the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expressed its determination to uphold democracy by complying with its constitutional norms and its commitment to the hemispheric community, holding the aforementioned referendum, thereby contributing to the process of strengthening democracy in the Americas;


RECOGNIZING that transparency is the fundamental basis of trust, calls on the National Electoral Council (CNE) to exercise greater transparency to ensure confidence in future electoral processes.


BEARING IN MIND that resolution CP/RES. 833 (1348/02) urged all political and social sectors in Venezuela to promote a constitutional, democratic peaceful, and electoral solution to Venezuela’s political crisis; 


EXPRESSES its full satisfaction over the fact that the holding of the presidential recall referendum fulfills an important part of the mandate of resolution CP/RES.833 (1348/02), which inter alia, urged the attainment in Venezuela of a Constitutional, democratic, peaceful, and electoral solution;


EXTENDS its most sincere congratulations to the people of Venezuela for the clear demonstrations of democratic culture during the presidential recall referendum of August 15, 2004;


ACKNOWLEDGES the contribution made by the Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. Cesar Gaviria, and by the Secretary General’s Group of Friends for Venezuela, to promote understanding among Venezuelans;


ACKNOWLEDGES, in particular, the responsible, effective and appropriate manner in which the OAS Electoral Observation Mission chaired by Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of the Federative Republic of Brazil did its work;


ENCOURAGES the Venezuelan people and political forces to observe the policy of tolerance, dialogue and understanding, as stated in CP/RES.833 (1438/02), that calls “…on all sectors in Venezuela to respect the principles enshrined in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, including, inter alia, respect for human rights, the rule of law, and transparency and good governance”;
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URGES the Constitutional Government of President Hugo Chavez Frias and all sectors of Venezuelan society to contribute to promoting peace, tolerance and national reconciliation among all Venezuelans, and calls on all Venezuelans to refrain from violence;
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP13226E01�








_953622076.doc




PERMANENT COUNCIL



