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· Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) CP/RES. 859 (1397/04)]
Dr. Sergio Caramagna, Head of the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), provided up-to-date information on the work of that mission and pointed out the areas he regarded as priorities.  He also expressed his appreciation of the international support the Mission had received, especially the contributions of The Bahamas, Canada, United States, Switzerland, and the European Union.
The Council then heard the presentation by Colombia’s High Commissioner for Peace, Dr. Luis Carlos Restrepo, who underscored the work of the mission in various different spheres and thanked the Organization for its efforts to contribute actively to the quest for a solution to the armed conflict in Colombia.
For his part, the Secretary General, Dr. César Gaviria, spoke about the political background to the armed conflict in Colombia during the past 15 years and clarified some aspects regarding the technical nature of the Mission.
The delegations of Canada, Chile, Colombia, Grenada, United States, and Nicaragua thanked the speakers for their presentations and asked the Head of the Mission to prepare a written report that included the Mission budget.
· Proposed Work Plan for July 2004 – June 2005 of the Special Mission of the Organization of American States to strengthen democracy in Haiti.
Following a brief introduction by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, the Head of the Mission in Haiti, Ambassador Denneth Modeste, presented the proposed Work Plan (CP/doc.3918/04 corr. 1).  Both the Assistant Secretary General and the Head of the Mission underscored the importance of the support that the OAS can lend to the electoral process in Haiti.
Several delegations announced their governments’ intention to contribute to the Special Mission of the OAS in Haiti.  They also expressed concern regarding the need to address, as soon as possible, the dire poverty and economic development hurdles confronting Haiti.  They also voiced concern at the state of internal security and accordingly recommended asking the IACHR to prepare a report on the human rights situation in Haiti.
Finally, the Permanent Council agreed to take note of the proposed Work Plan and asked the Secretariat to present a revised version taking into account the comments made regarding this document.

With regard to the invitation from the Government of Haiti, received on August 5, to send a diplomatic mission of the Permanent Council, the Chair said that the invitation would be circulated and, once the respective consultations had been made, a decision would be taken at an upcoming meeting of the Permanent Council.

· Financing of the meetings of the Permanent Council and of the Electoral Observation Mission for the Recall Referendum in Venezuela
Under the powers granted it in Article 91.b of the OAS Charter and Article 103 of the General Standards, the Permanent Council decided to approve the Secretary General’s proposal, which figures as Option 1 in document CP/doc.3919/04.  That option consists of using an advance of US$452,000 from the Regular Fund in order to cover the costs of the Electoral Observation Mission on the Referendum in Venezuela from August 9 to 16, 2004 on a temporary basis.  The Permanent Council made that decision by way of exception to its resolution CP/RES. 572 (882/91), which prohibits using the Regular Fund to finance electoral observation missions, on the grounds that:  (i) in the case of this mission, given the short time between signature of the agreement and the day the mission started, there was not enough time to raise the necessary funds on time and (ii) it is understood that the Secretariat has already begun to receive offers of contributions to finance the OAS electoral observation mission and that, once they have been received in an amount equal to that of the advance, those funds will be deposited in the Regular Fund immediately.
Separately, the Council agreed to submit for consideration by the CAAP a request to transfer US$700,000 between chapters of the program-budget of the Regular Fund approved for 2004; specifically, to transfer funds authorized for other chapters to subprogram 10G, Secretariat of Conferences and Meetings, in order to cover the costs associated with meetings of the Permanent Council, its committees, and working groups until the end of the current year (CP/doc.3912/04).
· Distribution of mandates 2004 – 2005 (CP/doc.3914/04 rev. 1) and Work Plan of the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3917/04 rev. 2)

Both these documents presented by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, were approved with some amendments proposed by the delegations.
· AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”
Following the presentation by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, in his capacity as Coordinator of the ALADI Group, on the working procedure for complying with resolution AG/RES. 2057 (XXXIV-O/04), the Permanent Council agreed that as soon as the written version of that proposal was received it would be circulated to the permanent missions for consideration together with a date for a possible joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI.
The Council also agreed to recommend that the Chair begin the corresponding consultations with the coordinators of the regional subgroups and with the Chair of CEPCIDI.
· Rules of Procedure and Tentative Agenda for the XIX Pan American Child Congress, to be held in Mexico City from October 27-29, 2004
The Council approved the agenda and rules of procedure of the “XIX Pan American Child Congress,” documents CP/doc.3924/04 and CP/doc.3923/04, in accordance with Article 123 of the OAS Charter.
· Referral of documents
The Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the quarterly reports submitted by the Columbus Library and by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (documents CP/doc.3920/04 and CP/doc.3920/04 add. 1, respectively) on the use of funds allocated pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between April 1 and June 30, 2004.
· Adoption of minutes
The Council adopted minutes CP/ACTA 1381/03; CP/ACTA 1388/03, and CP/ACTA 1394/03 corresponding to the meetings of September 23, November 5, and December 9, 2003, respectively.
· Welcome
The Council welcomed the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Gordon Valentine Shirley, and the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier.
· Solidarity with Paraguay

The Council expressed solidarity with the people and Government of Paraguay following the tragic fire in Asunción on August 1, 2004, which resulted in over 400 deaths and hundreds of people injured.  The Council observed a minute of silence.
· Condolences
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The Council conveyed its condolences for the death, on July 31, 2004, of General Líber Seregni, founder of Uruguay’s “Coalición de Izquierdas Frente Amplio.”  The Council observed a minute of silence.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1435/04.
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