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Summary of the meeting of Friday, April 2, 2004

The 10th meeting of the Committee was chaired by the First Vice Chair, Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS.  The Committee considered the topic "integral action against antipersonnel mines,” in response to three General Assembly resolutions it was issued: “Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America” [AG/RES. 1934 (XXXIII-O/03)], “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone” [AG/RES. 1936 (XXXIII-O/03)], and "Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru" [AG/RES 1935 (XXXIII-O/03)].
The meeting began at 10:35 a.m.  It was decided to amend the order of business, document CP/CSH-615/04, by moving item 3 to item 1 and moving item 1 to item 4.

1. Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America

Three presentations were given on this subject, by the Permanent Representatives of Honduras and Nicaragua, Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes and Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, respectively; and the Interim Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Juan León.  The Permanent Representative of Honduras also presented a draft resolution on behalf of the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama (document CP/CSH-616/04). 

The delegations of Costa Rica, Colombia, El Salvador, and Mexico spoke on the topic.
The Committee recognized the support provided by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) to the Central American countries on anti-mine efforts.

2. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone


Consideration of the topic “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone” began with two presentations.  Mr. Dai Chaplin, Coordinator of Programs of Action against Antipersonnel Mines in the Americas and Europe of the Mine Action Team of Canada, spoke on preparations for the Ottawa Convention Review Conference (Nairobi, Africa).  Ambassador Rose Likins, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Political-Military Affairs at the United States Department of State, spoke on her government’s policy on land mines and action against mines in the Western Hemisphere.

The delegations of Canada and Colombia spoke on this topic. 


The delegation of Canada presented a draft resolution entitled “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone,” which, on this occasion, was cosponsored by the delegations of Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Peru.
3. Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru


The Permanent Representatives of Ecuador and Peru, Ambassadors Marcelo Hervas and Alberto Borea Odría, gave presentations on the topic "Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru."  It was announced that a draft resolution on the topic would be presented at an upcoming Committee meeting.

The ambassadors expressed appreciation for contributions to action against mines in their countries by Canada, the United States, Japan, the Armies of Honduras and Nicaragua, the European Community, the UPD, and the IADB.

It was also announced that Quito, Ecuador, would be the site of a regional preparatory meeting in August 2004 on action against mines, the aim being to arrive at a specific regional position on the matter for presentation at the Nairobi Summit.


The delegation of Canada spoke on this topic.
4. Antipersonnel land mines: Follow-up to General Assembly resolutions

The UPD and the IADB gave presentations on the overall topic of antipersonnel land mines and on their work in support of the member states and in response to General Assembly mandates.  The presentation by Colonel Carl Case, the UPD’s Principal Specialist on Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), dealt with “Updating the Program for Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA)."  The presentations by Colonel Charles Rowcliffe and Colonel Arturo Santos, of the Mines Office of the IADB’s International Military Staff, focused on "Lessons Learned and Civilian-Military Cooperation on Humanitarian Demining Operations."

The delegation of Brazil spoke on this topic.

5. Other business

a.
OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines
The Committee was reminded of the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines and the General Assembly resolution on the subject, in which the member states are urged to provide the pertinent information for the Register.  The Vice Chair reported that, to date, only 13 member states had supplied information to the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines.
b.
Upcoming meetings of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Integral Cybersecurity Strategy
As chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Integral Cybersecurity Strategy, Ambassador Escobar reported that the meeting of that Group scheduled for Monday, April 5, had been canceled because the conclusions of the workshop recently held in Ottawa, Canada, were not yet available.  She said that the new date would be announced to the delegations in due course.


The meeting concluded at 1:35 p.m.
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