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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ACCIÓN CIUDADANA
This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on Acción Ciudadana (Citizen Action). It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities. 

Background
Acción Ciudadana was established on May 23, 1996, as a nonprofit organization with no political affiliation. It is the Guatemalan chapter of Transparency International.  Its mission is to foster citizen influence and civic participation, promoting public debate and transparency in decision-making on matters of public interest. Acción Ciudadana believes that democracy makes development possible, but that development can be achieved only with active citizen participation and transparent governance.
Acción Ciudadana focuses its efforts on two main areas. The first is citizen participation and democratic representation.  Its primary objective is to generate interaction among citizens and government so as to foster a climate of democratic governance. The second is the promotion and establishment of transparency mechanisms and processes resulting in a solid democratic culture. Acción Ciudadana has defined a strategic plan that includes work programs in areas such as sustainability and institution-building, strategic alliances, specialization, and strengthening in the transparency and anticorruption areas.
Acción Ciudadana bases its work on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. In 2003, it held the “Seminar on Fighting Corruption” for justice system workers.  It also drafted legislation entitled “Legal Reforms against Corruption” to bring Guatemalan domestic law in line with the Convention. In addition, Acción Ciudadana and the Guatemalan National Commission to Monitor and Support the Strengthening of Justice are preparing an illustrated version of the Convention to facilitate community awareness and understanding of the Convention.
Acción Ciudadana projects are financed through agreements with, and donations from, various international sources, such as the United States Agency for International Development, the Soros Foundation, the Democratic Development Fund administered by the Canadian Centre for International Studies and Cooperation, the Danish Association for International Cooperation, the U.N. Mission in Guatemala, the Danish Programme for the Promotion of Human Rights in Central America (PRODECA), the Lutheran World Federation, Catholic Relief, Nexus/DAI, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the United Nations Development Programme, the Tinker Foundation, and the Embassies of Switzerland and Canada in Guatemala.
Acción Ciudadana submitted its application to the OAS on February 24, 2004.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:
Acción Ciudadana 
Address:
Av. La Reforma 12-01 zona 10, Edif. Reforma Montúfar, Nivel 17, 

Guatemala City 01010, Guatemala
Telephone:
(502) 331-7566 - (502) 331-7567

Fax:
(502) 331-7576

Internet site:
www.quik.guate.com/acciongt 
E-mail address:
acciongt@intelnet.net.gt
Director:
Manfredo Roberto Marroquín
Date established:
May 23, 1996
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
Acción Ciudadana aims primarily to increase and foster citizen influence and civic participation, promoting public participation and transparency in decision-making on matters of public interest.  It focuses on:
Promoting consensus with and among various sectors, through “citizen forums” in which community activists and local authorities come together.
Generating interaction among citizens and government to foster a climate of democratic governance.
Establishing transparency mechanisms and processes resulting in a solid democratic culture.
Supporting the various public-sector institutions in their anticorruption efforts.
Writing manuals to inform the public about laws and tools they can use to denounce corrupt practices.
Promoting legislation to ensure the quality of information access granted by public and private institutions, through the Citizen Watch, in which citizens watch for corruption.
Conducting research and studies that help to strengthen and legitimize the exercise of government authority, promote a culture of debate, and improve civil society’s ability to monitor public administration.  

Monitoring political party campaign spending.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Acción Ciudadana could contribute to OAS efforts to strengthen democracy and citizen participation and fight corruption, through the following activities:
Programs to promote civil society participation in preventing corruption.
Programs to provide information on studies and research on this subject.
Projects on anticorruption topics of shared interest.
Sharing of experience in matters of transparency and fighting corruption.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
Acción Ciudadana believes it could further OAS efforts in fighting corruption and strengthening the democratic institutions in the region by:
Working with the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, participating in the activities established according to its Rules of Procedure and Other Provisions.
Supporting the efforts of the analysis subgroup charged with evaluating the Guatemalan state, by preparing a document with information on the items on the questionnaire.
Assisting the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption as required.
Contributing to the work of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) of the General Secretariat in anticorruption and democracy-building efforts in the region.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS
· Authenticated copy of the certificate of incorporation of Acción Ciudadana
· Statutes of Acción Ciudadana
· Summary of the semiannual activity report for 2002-2003 of Acción Ciudadana
· Strategic plan, 2003-2007, with mission statement of Acción Ciudadana
· Audit report on assets and liabilities of Acción Ciudadana as of June 30, 2001, with an explanatory note, prepared by Pannell Kerr Forster International.
· List of projects executed by Acción Ciudadana since 1996 and funding sources.
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