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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING

THE ASOCIACIÓN INDÍGENA DE LA REPÚBLICA ARGENTINA (AIRA)


This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on Asociación Indígena de la República Argentina (AIRA).

The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759 "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the Asociación Indígena de la República Argentina (AIRA) pursuant to the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background


The Asociación Indígena de la República Argentina (AIRA) was established on April 25, 1975 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, as a nonprofit association, in the first degree and under federal jurisdiction.  AIRA was established for the defense and social, economic, health, linguistic, historical, and legal development of the indigenous communities of Argentina.  AIRA is a founding member of the World Council of Indigenous Peoples (1975) and of the Indian Council of South America (1978). It also participated in the implementation of the National Institute of Indigenous Affairs, proposed and established the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (1989), and promoted the Indigenous Peoples’ Participation Project (1996 and 1997).


In 2003, AIRA was a member of the Executive Committee of the Social Sector Forum and of the Argentinean Dialogue (Mesa Nacional de Diálogo Argentino). It also obtained scholarships from private universities for indigenous students and is currently building an indigenous students’ residence.  At the present time, AIRA is working to form the Indigenous Peoples’ Library, the purpose of which is to preserve the history and customs of the indigenous cultures in Argentina. AIRA provides welfare services, medical care, and legal assistance to indigenous people from the provinces.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:

Asociación Indígena de la República Argentina (AIRA)

Address:
Balbastro 1790, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
(5411) 4452-6258

Fax:

(5411) 4459-4983

E-mail address:
guanucoAIRA@yahoo.com.ar
Chair:

Rogelio Guanuco

Date established:
April 25, 1975

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

AIRA’s chief task is the defense and economic, social, linguistic, historical, and legal development of the indigenous communities of Argentina.  This organization’s work focuses on:

· Reincorporating uprooted indigenous people into their community;
· Defending the territories of indigenous communities and recovering land suitable for activities such as agriculture, cattle breeding, and mining for communities that lack it;
· Defending the rights of the indigenous as juristic persons;
· Helping to obtain loans for indigenous farmers;
· Promoting the establishment of hospitals and health posts in indigenous communities;
· Promoting the learning of the communities’ native languages as a means for their preservation;
· Studying indigenous history in order to promote the cultural development of indigenous communities;
· Supporting education and training for the indigenous; and
· Combating racism, genocide, and ethnocide in all its variants.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

AIRA can contribute to OAS activities in several areas, especially sustainable development, defense of indigenous peoples’ rights, and the preservation and development of indigenous culture and education in America.  The collaboration that AIRA offers focuses on:

· Working for preservation of the traditions and history of the indigenous cultures of Argentina;

· Designing and implementing projects aimed at the defense and development of indigenous communities;

· Cooperating to develop strategies and goals that can be shared by Argentina’s indigenous groups and multilateral organizations;

· Participating in fora and workshops dealing with topics addressed by the Organization;
· Providing university scholarships, accommodation, and medical care for Argentinean indigenous people; and

· Defending their rights.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

AIRA will work with the OAS to strengthen and contribute to programs that seek to protect and support the development, rights, territories, and culture of indigenous peoples in the following fields:

· Support for the Permanent Council’s Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

· Support for and participation in the work of civil society and the indigenous peoples in preparing the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

· Collaboration with the IACHR in making recommendations to member states of the OAS regarding promotion of the human rights of the indigenous;

· Work with the General Secretariat’s Unit for Sustainable Development and the Environment (UDSMA) on matters related to indigenous peoples’ lands;

· Cooperation with the Inter-American Education Committee to facilitate indigenous peoples’ access to education; and 

· Participation in the dialogue between ministers and civil society in the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture in the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Culture in order to fulfill the objective of preserving and disseminating the history, language, and culture of Argentina’s indigenous peoples. 

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS

· Copy of the Minutes of the Regular General Assembly of AIRA on April 27, 2002

· AIRA’s articles of agreement
· AIRA’s statute

· General information on AIRA
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