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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ORGANIZACIÓN CAPITAL AMERICANA DE LA CULTURA (CAC) (AMERICAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE)
This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on American Capital of Culture.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for the Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities

1.
Background

American Capital of Culture was officially constituted on March 30, 1998 as an independent, nonprofit, and nongovernmental organization.  The ACC was established to contribute to the flowering of culture in the countries of the Americas through greater familiarity with it and cultural cooperation among those countries, while recognizing and respecting their national and cultural differences, and to disseminate American culture in the rest of the world.

Through its annual American Capital of Culture program, this organization affords the cities of the Hemisphere an opportunity to host this program designed to foster conservation and protection of the national heritage, cultural exchanges, and more vigorous cooperation among the countries of America.  In addition this program promotes the host cities in the rest of the world via media such as the Discovery Channel and Antena 3.  So far, the host cities chosen were:  Mérida, in Mexico (2000); Iquique, in Chile (2001); Maceió, in Brazil (2002); Panama City, in Panama; Curitiba, in Brazil (2003); Austin, in the United Status; and Santiago, in Chile (2004).

The ACC has three head offices for its activities: These headquarters are in Sao Paulo, Brazil, for the countries of Latin America; Toronto, Canada, which covers English-speaking countries; and Barcelona, Spain, which is responsible for coordinating cooperation ties between America and Europe. 

The ACC’s revenue comes chiefly from quotas contributed by its associates at intervals established by the organization’s General Assembly as well as from special funds such as grants and subsidies.  The ACC applied to register with the OAS on February 11, 2002 and repeated its application on January 7, 2003.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment 
Name:


(American Capital of Culture - ACC)

Address:

Ronda Universitat 7, 3r, 4a E-08007 E-08007 Barcelona, Spain

Telephone:

(34) 934123294
Fax:


(34) 934126871
Website:

http://www.cac-acc.org
E-mail:


info@cac-acc.org
President:

Xavier Tudela i Penya
Date established:
March 30, 1988

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

ACC’s objective is to contribute to the cultural and social development of the region through the American Capital of Culture Program.  To that end ACC focuses on:

· Promotion of American culture in local and international media under agreements with Discovery Channel and Antena 3.  For that, it has received support from the Latin American Parliament and the European Parliament.

· Annual (since 2003, twice a year) selection of cities as American Capitals of Culture.

· Preparing the city chosen to be American Capital of Culture for the activities it will host during the year.  To that end, the ACC administers funds put up by the participating city and helps raise funds for this purpose from the private sector.

· Promoting the city named American Capital of Culture for one year in the media.  

· Promotion of the Inter-American Day of Culture chosen by the ACC since April 14, 2004 in order to reaffirm and strengthen cultural ties among the peoples of the Americas and to promote culture as a tool for social cohesion and development.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The ACC’s work in pursuing its American Capital of Culture project could reinforce the OAS’s own efforts and actions to promote and preserve the cultural heritage of the countries of the Americas.  The collaboration that the ACC offers will focus on:

· Supporting promotion of development and conservation of hemispheric culture;

· Promoting American culture throughout the world in order to encourage tourism and generate employment and income, thereby facilitating the development of the region.
· Creating greater unity among the nations of the Americas by fostering understanding of the different cultures in the inhabitants of the countries of the region.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
The ACC has identified cultural development activities in which working with the OAS could help forge cooperation ties and enhance understanding and unity among the countries of the Hemisphere, through:

· Cooperating with the activities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture in keeping with the goals of contributing to a better grasp of different approaches to culture and cultural policy and of encouraging and promoting cultural and artistic activities in member states.

· Assisting the Inter-American Committee on Culture’s efforts to rescue, preserve, and promote cultural diversity in the Americas.

· Advising on technical and financial assistance to member states in connection with the conservation and promotion of their cultural heritage. 

· Supporting the work of the Unit for Social Development, Education, and Culture of the OAS General Secretariat.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General on February 11, 2002 and January 7, 2003

· Statute of the American Capital of Culture - ACC
· Annual Report of the ACC for 2001
· Information Bulletin for 2001 and first quarter 2003.
· Financial Statements for 2001, 2002, and 2003
· Background material on relations between the OAS General Secretariat and the Organization promoting the American Capital of Culture
· Cooperation agreement between the OAS General Secretariat and the Organization promoting the American Capital of Culture
· Articles of Agreement establishing the American Capital of Culture Organization
· Institutional mission statement
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