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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING PROBIDAD

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on Probidad (Probity).  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1. Background


PROBIDAD was founded in August 1994 in San Salvador, El Salvador, as a nonprofit organization, with no political affiliation, to help eradicate corruption in Latin America.  At the outset, it focused on promoting the reform of government financial management and auditing systems in El Salvador.  In 1999, the organization extended the scope of its activities to Latin America as a whole, with emphasis on fighting corruption.


PROBIDAD works with civil society organizations, business guilds, academics, universities, financial organizations, individuals, and organizations working to research the problem of corruption and improve anticorruption efforts.  PROBIDAD’s main strategies are helping to improve mechanisms for citizen participation in fighting corruption; defining tools and methods for promoting citizen participation and overcoming obstacles to such participation; identifying initiatives with similar values, levels of commitment, and themes; and bringing the media and civic groups closer together.


PROBIDAD has conducted programs to improve accountability, formulate clear rules and ensure they are enforced, and promote citizen participation, citizen oversight, and codes of interpersonal conduct.  These programs have been carried out with contributions by the Danish Programme for the Promotion of Human Rights in Central America (PRODECA), the Ford Foundation through FUNDAR/Mexico, the Konrad Adenauer Fund, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) through CREA Internacional of El Salvador, the Government of Denmark through International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), the Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE), and the Norwegian Human Rights Fund.


PROBIDAD filed its application with the OAS on April 13, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:

PROBIDAD

Address:
Calle del Egeo No. 39, Col. Jardines de Guadalupe, Antiguo Cuscatlán, El Salvador.
Telephone:
503 243 9806

Fax:

503 211 7829

Internet site:
www.probidad.org
E-mail address:

contacto@probidad.org
Executive Director
Jaime López

Date established:
August 1994

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


PROBIDAD works to help eradicate corrupt practices in Latin America, strengthening citizen participation and the oversight role of the press.  To that end, PROBIDAD works in the following areas:

· Analyzing cases to determine how corrupt practices are manifested and establish methods for identifying and eradicating them.

· Studying structures within society that generate, replicate, and sustain corrupt practices.

· Strengthening anticorruption initiatives through training programs.

· Improving Internet portals and e-mail lists to fight corruption through the “e-probity” program.

· Promoting policies of international organizations to address corruption in Latin America, such as the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

· Strengthening the anticorruption work of journalists by taking a stand, working to defend them, recognizing exemplary journalistic efforts, answering queries, and facilitating a network of journalists working to investigate cases of corruption.

· Improving the receipt of complaints, the investigation of acts of corruption, and the prosecution and resolution of cases.

· Promoting free access to public information, especially clear information on state revenue and expenditures.

· Working for improvements in El Salvador’s justice system.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

PROBIDAD believes it can help to strengthen OAS efforts through programs to strengthen anticorruption efforts and citizen participation in the Americas.  The cooperation offered by PROBIDAD centers on:

· Strengthening citizen participation in monitoring and denouncing corruption.

· Promoting journalism as an essential tool for eradicating corruption.

· Exchange of experience with similar organizations and with the OAS.

· Promoting legislation to ensure transparency of public information and a fair, efficient justice system.

· Conducting studies to improve understanding of the problem of corruption and developing more effective tools and mechanisms for eradicating it.

· Publicizing anticorruption mechanisms such as the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The aims of PROBIDAD are in line with OAS anticorruption efforts.  Therefore, it could collaborate and provide advisory services and support in areas relating to the eradication of corruption, judicial reform, and citizen participation.  The cooperation offered by PROBIDAD centers on:

· Working with the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, participating in the activities established according to its Rules of Procedure and Other Provisions.

· Assessing fulfillment of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption from the perspective of civic groups.

· Working with the Secretariat for the Summit Process and participating in meetings for the sharing of information and expertise for civil society organizations, such as the informal dialogue with civil society organizations at the OAS General Assembly session.

· Collaborating with the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms in examining mechanisms that may govern and control access by civil society and nongovernmental organizations to public information, receiving their reactions, and developing mechanisms to involve them.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, April 13, 2004

· Certificate attesting to the election of the members of the Board of Directors of PROBIDAD, August 29, 2003

· Incorporation papers of PROBIDAD
· By-laws of PROBIDAD
· Financial report, January 1, 2003, to December 31, 2003
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