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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CORPORACIÓN LATINOAMERICANA PARA EL DESARROLLO
This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo (CLD).

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."
Background
The Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo, a chapter of Transparency International in Ecuador, is a non-profit civil society organization, founded in Quito, Ecuador, on December 4, 1990.  Its institutional mission is to promote legal and institutional change in order to strengthen democracy and the rule of law in Ecuador.
The CLD carries out outreach and training programs through public information campaigns, the design of teaching methods and materials, publications, and the organization of opportunities for analysis and discussion, such as forums, seminars, workshops, and national and international congresses.  It promotes the passage of laws ensuring the right to access to public information.  The CLD is one of the three civil society organizations that manages Licitenet, a Web page dedicated to promoting transparency in public contracts and bidding in Ecuador.

Much of the CLD’s work is based on the promotion of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  In September 2002, it held a series of meetings to present its recommendations through a document of observations that it shared with Ecuador’s public sector, and it prepared, in coordination with Transparency International, an analytical document of indicators used for monitoring purposes.  In 2002, it promoted reforms of the Penal Code of Ecuador to adapt it to the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. 

The CLD supports the Committee on Civil and Penal Matters of the National Congress of Ecuador and serves as a facilitator of a working group on these matters.  During the elections in Ecuador in 2002, the CLD was one of the organizers of the Presidential Forum for Transparency, which processed the candidates’ nominations with the participation of trained analysts.  In 2002, the CLD established the “Citizen’s Participation” program, a citizens’ observatory that carried out observation activities during the 2002 elections and followed up on electoral spending during the last presidential campaign.  The CLD established a Working Group on Access to Public Information to promote the passage of the Law on Access to Information.  In 2004, it worked with the OAS to prepare the Regional Forum for Civil Society Participation, held in the context of the OAS General Assembly, in Quito in April 2004.

CLD projects are funded by means of agreements and through donations from various international sources.  Among the international sources that have supported CLD activities are the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, the Esquel Foundation, the British Embassy in Ecuador, Transparency International, and the Coordinating Body for Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin (COICA).  CLD has also received support from the Presidential Secretariat for Women (Sempre) and the following companies: Telecsa, Eléctricas, Hidropaute, Andinatel, and Pacifictel.

The Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo submitted its application on April 22, 2004.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:


Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo
Address:

Calle Juan Ramírez Nº 35-10 y Germán Alemán




Casilla postal 17-12-00609




Quito, Ecuador

Telephone:

5932 246 8212/246 8227

Fax:


5932 246 8229

Internet site:

www.cld.org.ec

E-mail address:

cld@cld.org.ec

Executive Director:
Valeria Merino Dirani

Date established:
December 4, 1990

Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The CLD considers that its participation in OAS activities can help strengthen democratic institutions and the rule of law in the region by promoting civil society participation through the following activities:

· Establishment of transparency mechanisms and processes resulting in a solid democratic culture.

· Preparation of studies and reports that inform the public about their rights to justice.

· Research and studies to help strengthen the democratic political system and promote support for civil society stakeholders to strengthen them in the fight against corruption.

· Promotion of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

· Contribution to the development of legal instruments at both national and international levels that are conducive to activities promoting sustainable development in the region.

CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The CLD considers that its participation in OAS activities can help strengthen democracy, citizen participation, and the fight against corruption.  The CLD can make a contribution through the following activities:

· Collaboration in the dissemination and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

· Promotion of monitoring of electoral processes in Ecuador by means of programs for fostering citizen participation, access to public information, and dissemination of relevant information through the media.

· Assistance in strengthening democratic institutions in the region by implementing draft legal instruments that will broaden current legislation and are directed at the implementation of regional, state, or local policies.

· Support for systems for grassroots representation, especially political parties, and legislative and judicial systems to strengthen democracy in the region.

· Development of tools and strategies for civil society involvement in laying the foundations for a democratic culture in Ecuador and the Hemisphere.

OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The CLD offers to work with the OAS on specific programs intended to strengthen and protect democracy and on anticorruption programs. The CSO will support OAS activities in the following areas:

· Support for programs and policies geared toward strengthening the judicial system, legislative institutions, and the rule of law in member states.

· Promotion of the adoption of policies for decentralization and citizen participation in the Hemisphere.

· Dissemination and promotion of the Inter-American Democratic Charter of the OAS.

· Collaboration with the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) of the OAS General Secretariat in activities to support the strengthening of democracy.

· Support for the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat in following up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption by participating in the activities established under the provisions of the said Convention.

· Promotion of civil society participation in spearheading the legal and institutional transformation of the state.

· Support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the area of the promotion and protection of human rights. 

Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS

· Statutes and general information on the institution

· Mission Statement and certified appointment of the Executive Director 

· Financial statements for 2003 (audited by Financial Coordination No. 28556)

· Single Register of Contributors of Ecuador and CLD Activity Report 2001-2002
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