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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING TRANSPARENCIA POR COLOMBIA

This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on Transparencia por Colombia.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background

Transparencia por Colombia, a chapter of Transparency International, is a non-profit organization founded in Bogotá on August 30, 1998.  Its objective is to fight corruption in the public and private sectors and to increase awareness of public corruption.  Its work hinges on the establishment of an ethical environment in the public sector, the development of corporate ethics and social accountability in organizations, and the empowerment of citizens.

Transparencia por Colombia seeks to forge an individual and a social conscience by means of tools and methods to promote integrity, transparency, and anticorruption efforts.  Its mission is to spearhead civil society efforts to transform public and private institutions, create effective and upright organizations, and strengthen civil society by building coalitions of the various players fighting this scourge.


Transparencia por Colombia is working to increase awareness of social accountability by building networks and coalitions that establish a more active and responsible citizenry and promote the development of public ethics.  It maintains ties with various sectors of society to generate and publicize information on corruption trends and anticorruption efforts.  Through its own actions and publications and its relations with various outreach projects, it seeks to foster accountability and contribute to consensus-building on ethical issues.

Some of its current projects are the “Integrity Indicator of National Public Entities” and the program “Municipalities Mindful of Public Resources.”  The aforesaid indicator measures corruption risks in institutions and sectors and establishes a benchmark for measuring the successes and failures of reforms.  For its part, the municipalities program is a vehicle for making the public more aware of corruption.  Transparencia por Colombia has also generated tools to help municipal governments achieve transparency in their management practices, such as “Good Government in Territorial Entities” and “Use of the Internet in Making Mayors Accountable.”

Transparencia por Colombia‘s projects are funded by means of agreements and through donations from various international sources.  The CSO carried out projects in 2003 with contributions from the Senate of the Republic of Colombia, the Agrarian Bank, Comfama, Compensar, Credibanco VISA, the National Telecommunication Agency, the Fábrica de Licores de Antioquia, the Communications Fund, Metrocali, the Ministry of Communications and the National Development Project Fund (FONADE), the Echavarría family, and the University of Santo Tómas.  International donors include Transparency International, the Merck Foundation/Ethics Resource Center, Shell, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Partners of the Americas, Casals & Associates, the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), and the German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ).
Transparencia por Colombia submitted its application on May 17, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:


Transparencia por Colombia
Address:

Calle 92 No. 16-30 Piso 5



Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:

57 1 622 6562

Fax:


57 1 531 1114

Internet site:

www.transparenciacolombia.org.co

E-mail address:

transparencia@transparenciacolombia.org.co

Executive Director:
Rosa Inés Ospina Robledo

Date established: 
August 30, 1998

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Transparencia por Colombia’s objective is to work to strengthen civil society participation and to increase public and private institutional capacity by means of practical tools to raise awareness of anticorruption efforts.  It can make a contribution through the following activities:

· Support for strengthening civil society participation to increase the awareness of corruption and to create a culture of social accountability and responsibility by:

· Developing tools for promoting corporate ethics and social responsibility

· Increasing government transparency and accountability in information systems and promoting access to technology

· Reinforcing special anticorruption units by designing monitoring tools and studies on best practices in other countries

· Following up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

· Support for building an ethical infrastructure in the public sector through actions designed to improve and strengthen the representative system of government  and the legislative and judicial branches by:

· Shoring up decentralization programs

· Reforming political parties

· Strengthening the legislative and judicial systems 

· Promoting electoral reform by calling for accountability and transparency in campaigns and political parties

· Designing and implementing methodologies and tools for municipal administrations as a springboard for transparent administration

· Promotion of effective citizen participation in the public sector to reinforce Colombia’s political system

· Enhancing political oversight and decision-making mechanisms by means of citizen participation

· Strengthening mechanisms for citizen oversight to fight corruption

· Instilling anticorruption values in young people through university ethics courses
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Transparencia por Colombia considers that its participation in OAS activities can help strengthen democracy in Colombia and the region through information and technical assistance programs and projects aimed at:

· Implementing and following up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

· Strengthening the public democratic institutional system and improving governance standards

· Following up on and monitoring anticorruption policy design in Colombia and the region 

· Supporting grassroots representative systems, in particular political parties and the legislative and judicial systems in Colombia

· Designing and implementing methodologies and tools to prevent corruption and increase civil society’s awareness of corruption

· Fostering participation by social institutions by means of their oversight of government and promoting access to public information

· Collaborating in consolidating a system for implementation of public policy and confidence-building in public institutions

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
Transparencia por Colombia offers to work with the OAS on specific programs intended to strengthen and protect democracy.  The CSO will support OAS activities in the following areas:

· Dissemination and promotion of the Inter-American Democratic Charter of the OAS

· Dissemination and promotion of activities to follow up on implementation of the recommendations of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
· Sharing with member states experiences in and tools for preventing corruption
· Participating in electoral observation processes to safeguard democracy
· Providing assistance in activities carried out by the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
· Supporting the work of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated May 3, 2004

· Certificate of Incorporation

· Statute

· Financial Statement for 2003 (audited by PricewaterhouseCoopers)

· Annual report for 2003

· List of sources of funding
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