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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING FUNDACION GAMMA IDEAR

This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on Fundación Gamma Idear [Gamma Idear Foundation].  It contains basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background

Fundación Gamma Idear is a nonprofit organization established in Bogotá, Colombia on January 19, 1988.  The institutional mission of the Foundation is to reduce daily violence by putting into place advisory, research, dissemination, and education programs that foster personal development to transform violent cultural practices.

Fundación Gamma Idear focuses on three main areas:  support for the disarmament process and efforts to combat illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons; promotion of gender equality in the educational system; and mobilization of civil society to promote peaceful coexistence.  Its work in support of disarmament and in combating illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons consists in providing technical assistance and in encouraging the commitment of civil society in matters related to peace, security, and development strategies.  As for promotion of gender equality in the educational system, the Foundation develops training programs on gender programs in education for stakeholders in the educational system, including parents, teachers, and youth.  With regard to efforts to promote peaceful coexistence, the Foundation promotes conciliation to overcome obstacles in relationships between persons and groups, as an alternative in managing conflicts and disputes.

Some of the projects implemented by the Fundación Gamma Idear include designing MOSSAVI, a social stress model used for prevention and handling of everyday violence, design of an identification model used as an instrument for verifying, learning of, and recognizing cases of domestic violence, child abuse, or sexual offenses by the Networks for Good Treatment of the Capital District of Bogotá.  The Foundation founded an Andean Network of Nongovernmental Organizations which works in the areas of human safety, saving lives, culture of peace, and disarmament (ARIANSA), and in designing and implementing the Galardón Award for Educational Excellence, created as recognition for and encouragement to public and private preschool, elementary, and secondary school institutions that have achieved coordination of teaching and administrative duties and managed to innovate and improve their educational work.

The projects of the Fundación Gamma Idear are financed through agreements and grants with Colombian organizations and through providing teaching services.  Projects were implemented in 2003 with funds from the Bogotá Government Secretariat, the Colombian Administrative Department of Social Welfare, and Corpoaseo Total S.A.  The Fundación Gamma Idear receives income from its teaching activities and the sale of books.  The Foundation is a member of IANSA (International Action Network on Small Arms) and submitted its application for registration with the OAS on March 29, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the organization
Name:



Fundación Gamma Idear

Address:


Calle 105 # 43-34 (201)




Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone: 


57 1 226 5171

Fax:



57 1 623 0725

Internet address: 

http://www.fungamma.org

E-mail:



fungamma@cable.net.co, 




amparomantilla@fungamma.org

Director:


Amparo Mantilla de Ardila

Date of establishment: 

January 19, 1988

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The main objective of Fundación Gamma Idear is to promote peaceful coexistence among the people of the region through programs designed to transform the culture of violence and encourage development of a culture of peace.  The work of the Fundación Gamma Idear is focused on disarmament and on fighting illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, gender equality in education, and mobilization of civil society.  The Foundation can contribute with the following activities:
· Support for the process of strengthening the participation of civil society participation to raise awareness of human rights and create a culture to prevent violence by:

· Developing training workshops to prevent domestic violence and sex crimes, and to promote human rights.

· Developing programs for training in problem solving and use of alternative methods for settlement of disputes.

· Creation of networks to foster family democracy and interinstitutional networks to support victims of violence.

· Following up and promoting the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention of Violence, the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women.

· Contributing to the disarmament process and control of illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons for the purpose of increasing human security and creating a culture of peace in the region, through the following measures:

· Support for projects seeking to prevent, combat, and eradicate trafficking in small arms and light weapons.

· Design and implementation of confrontation models and problem solving.

· Strengthening of citizen control mechanisms in the fight against trafficking in small arms and light weapons.

· Follow-up and promotion of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).

· Promoting a gender perspective in the educational system, by:

· Developing initiatives that incorporate a gender perspective in the area of education.
· Developing workshops in sex education for teachers, parents, and young people.

· Following up on the activities of the Inter-American Committee on Education.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Gamma Idear considers that its participation in OAS activities could help reduce violence and strengthen the participation of civil society through programs and projects to educate about and manage violence.  The Foundation could contribute in the following activities:

· Promoting knowledge and implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent Violence, the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, and the Inter-American Convention on Education.

· Contributing to formulation of public policies in the field of combating violence and illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons in the region.
· Designing and implementing procedures and tools to prevent violence and generate a greater knowledge of trafficking in small arms and light weapons on the part of civil society.
· Promoting implementation of MOSSAVI, a model designed to combat social stress to prevent domestic violence, child abuse, and everyday violence.
· Promoting the creation of networks of civil society organizations that work towards disarmament, and prevention and eradication of illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, and support efforts to combat the culture of violence in the region.  These networks of nongovernmental organizations include ARIANSA and “Friends of Decision 552,” a plan developed by five countries of the Andean region to prevent, combat, and eradicate illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, through a cooperation project.
· Designing and implementing workshops, conferences, and national and regional plans of action to combat violence.

· Offering research, information, and advisory services in confrontation and problem solving.

· Developing training workshops in the area of domestic violence, sexual and reproductive health, gender, and human rights.

5.
Identification of work areas to which the CSO can provide support
The work of Fundación Gamma Idear coincides with various areas in which the OAS is working, and it could therefore cooperate and provide technical support in the disarmament process and in combating illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, in gender equality in the education system, and in mobilization of civil society.  The Foundation could cooperate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Disseminating and promoting follow-up on implementation of the recommendations of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent Violence, and promoting and implementing the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Convention on Education, and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women.

· Promoting an exchange of tools for prevention of violence and illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons among member states, and promotion of CIFTA.

· Developing training programs, workshops, and seminars that focus on introducing a gender perspective in education.

· Supporting the work of the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) of the OAS General Secretariat, and the Inter-American Commission of Women. 

6.
Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General on March 29, 2004

· Agreement of incorporation

· By-Laws

· Certificate of existence and legal representation

· Single register of advocates.  Chamber of Commerce of Bogotá
· 2003 financial statements (audited by Fernando Escobar Acevedo, tax auditor, license CPT 10.963-T and Fernando Osorio Franco, Public Accountant MP 36237-T).

· 2003 Annual Report

· Declaration of institutional mission
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