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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (FIDH)

This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on the International Federation for Human Rights.  It contains basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background


The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) is a nonprofit organization founded in Paris, France in 1922.  Its objective is to promote the human rights set forth in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The FIDH fights impunity in the case of human rights violations, and supports victims of human rights violations through international investigation missions, observation and legal support missions, missions of solidarity, and material assistance for defenders or organizations defending human rights.

The FIDH performs investigative missions to gather information on the situation of defenders in a given country, in order to make the public aware.  The legal observation missions are aimed at supporting defenders who are subject to arbitrary legal action against them, with a view to ensuring respect for the guarantees of due process and a fair trial, and to alert the international community.  The FIDH conducts investigations into human rights violations in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and North Africa.  These missions document and report executions, disappearances, cases of torture, arbitrary imprisonment, discrimination, and other human rights violations.  By publishing and disseminating reports on the violation of the rights and freedoms of persons or organizations serving the cause of human rights in the world, the FIDH seeks to strengthen and improve public knowledge of the problem and to heighten international awareness.
On the African continent, the FIDH has worked to defend local human rights defenders, assists in following up on transnational human rights proceedings, in strengthening the participation of civil society, and in fighting impunity.  In Asia, the FIDH opened an office in that region towards the end of 2002.  This office carries out monitoring activities, strengthens existing links, provides support for human rights defenders, and works to abolish the death penalty in that region.

In Eastern Europe, the FIDH has worked as an advocate in the international community to encourage it to condemn human rights violations in the region.  It has also monitored elections, reported the arrest of members of the opposition and cases of violence against peaceful street demonstrations, worked to combat restrictions to freedom of expression, and denounced new laws restricting the communication media.

In the Middle East and North Africa, the FIDH has worked to combat violations of fundamental freedoms and of human rights defenders.  It has also carried out monitoring activities and focused on support for the rights of migrant workers, and it has observed trials and conducted investigative missions into the human rights situation in the Southeast and the practice of torture.

In Latin America, the FIDH has worked in conjunction with the Colombian conflict, mainly focusing on human rights defenders in Colombia, and it monitored complex situations in Cuba and Guatemala.  It has developed new links with human rights organizations in Haiti, and it has participated in the democratization processes in Mexico and Peru, by support for transition institutions and dialogue with local governments.  This organization conducted investigative missions and produced reports on the rights of indigenous peoples in Chile and the right to health in El Salvador.

The FIDH, together with the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), established an Observatory for Protection of Human Rights Defenders.  The Observatory is a system for urgent intervention to inform and involve the international community in cases of harassment and repression of human rights defenders.  Every time the Observatory receives information on repression of a defender, this report is first verified by the OMCT, and by partners of the FIDH, and then, a campaign is launched as quickly as possible in the form of an urgent appeal, a press release, or a letter to the relevant authorities.
Between 1997 and 2001, the Observatory disseminated over 600 urgent interventions involving approximately 1,000 defenders in more than 60 countries.  The purpose of these interventions was to regain the freedom of defenders and to improve the situation of others.  Every year the Observatory publishes an annual report entitled “Human rights defenders on the front line,” which includes all the urgent appeals made in the course of the year, follow-up on them, and an analysis of the situation of defenders.  This work is presented in Geneva during the meeting of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
The FIDH set up a working group on the right of victims for the International Criminal Court (ICC).  This organization lobbied in favor of a prestigious board of directors for the first ICC fund to assist victims of human rights violations.  The result was seen in the appointment of two Nobel Peace Prize winners (Oscar Arias Sánchez-1987 and Archbishop Desmond Tutu-1984).
With regard to corporate social responsibility, the FIDH uses human rights as a criterion for investment in stocks, and applies this practice as a tool to create incentives for companies to include human rights criteria among their business practices.
This organization published the following reports:  “Follow-Up on the Human Rights Situation in Mexico,” “Advances and Setbacks in the Fight against Impunity” in Peru, and “Guatemala: An Electoral Process with Basic Guarantees.”
The FIDH is an advisory organization to the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and it has observer status with the United Nations Organization for Education, Science, and Culture (UNESCO), and on the Steering Committee for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights, the International Organization for Francophony, and the International Labor Organization (ILO).  The FIDH is a member of the steering committee of the World Social Forum, and it has endeavored to promote human rights in civil society organizations that are not working in the field of human rights.  In the Americas, the FIDH has 25 member associations in 14 countries.  FIDH member associations include the following: 
Argentina: Liga Argentina por los Derechos Humanos (LADH), Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS), Comité de Acción Jurídica (CAJ)

Bolivia:  Asamblea Permanente de Derechos Humanos de Bolivia (APDHB)

Brazil:  Movimiento Nacional de Dereitos Humanos (MNDH), Justicia Global
Canada: Ligue des Droits et Libertés
Chile: Corporación de Promoción y la Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo (CODEPU)

Colombia: Instituto Latinoamericano de Servicios Legales Alternativos (ILSA), Comité Permanente por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos (CPHD), Corporación Colectivo de Abogados José Alvear Restrepo (CCAJAR)

Cuba: Comisión Cubana de Derechos Humanos y Reconciliación Nacional (CCDHRN)

Ecuador: Centro de Derechos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales de Ecuador (CDES), Comisión Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos (CEDHU), Fundación Regional de Asesoría en Derechos Humanos (INREDH)

United States: Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR)

El Salvador: Comisión de Derechos Humanos de El Salvador (CDHES)

Guatemala: Centro de Acción Legal en Derechos Humanos (CALDH), Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Guatemala (CDHG)

Mexico: Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (CMDPDH), Liga Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos (LIMEDDH)

Nicaragua: Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH)

Panama: Centro de Capacitación Social de Panamá (CCS)

Peru: Asociación Pro Derechos Humanos (APRODEH), Centro de Asesoría Legal (CEDAL)


The organization is funded by private institutions, public international organizations, and private corporations.  The private and public institutions include the European Union (European Commission), International Development Agency of Finland, “One World for All” Foundation, France Foundation, La Ferthé Foundation, Office of the Prime Minister of France, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France, Foreign and Commonwealth Office of Great Britain, Ireland Aid, Justice and Peace, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, International Organization for Francophony, Rights & Democracy, Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), Swedish Foundation for Human Rights, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, UNESCO, and United Nations Volunteer Fund for Victims of Torture.  Among private corporations providing funds are L’Agence verte, Air France, Biche de Bere, Caisse des dépôts et consignations, Carrefour Solidariés, GTC, EDF, l’Européenne de données, Labels, Le Guide du routard, Olympic, Palais de Tokyo, La Poste, Macif, TBWA Non Profit, The Gang Films, and Les Visiteurs du soir.


The FIDH submitted its application for registration with the OAS on July 15, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:

Federation Internationale des Ligues de Droits de L’homme, International Federation for Human Rights



(Federación Internacional de los Derechos Humanos (FIDH)

Address:
17, Passage de la Main-D’or



75011 Paris, France

Telephone:

33 (0) 1 43 55 25 18

Fax:


33 (0) 1 43 55 18 80

Internet address:
www.fidh.org

Electronic mail:

fidh@fidh.org

President:

Sidiki Kabal (Senegal)

Date of establishment:
1922

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The objective of the FIDH is to protect and promote the human rights established in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  This organization is dedicated to protecting the rights of human rights defenders, supporting the formulation and implementation of international justice, mobilizing civil society and fostering its awareness in the area of promotion of human rights, and monitoring human rights violations.  The FIDH can contribute in the following activities: 

· Promoting protection of human rights by providing follow-up to and supporting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
· Promoting mechanisms for the universal protection of human rights and, through exchanges with regional organizations, promoting and developing joint technical cooperation activities.

· Supporting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council in the areas of human rights, administration of justice, and international law, through reports and research and investigation.

· Promoting implementation of the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights in matters related to abolishing the death penalty.

· Performing monitoring work for the American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture.

· Submitting information to the Inter-American Juridical Committee as a contribution to their evaluations of inter-American legal systems.

· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).

· Advocating for the adoption of resolutions on women’s rights and supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

· Following up on OAS resolutions, decisions, and conventions related to protection of human rights.

· Providing information, evaluations, training, and legal, political, and practical advice on international proceedings and laws and practices.

· Providing a service of support for human rights defenders.

· Providing information on cases of human rights violations.

· Proposing new mechanisms for protection of human rights and helping to strengthen the current inter-American system.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The FIDH believes that by participating in OAS activities, it can contribute to strengthening systems for protection of human rights defenders and of human rights.  It will work for judicial protection of human rights and promote an awareness of the importance of respect for human rights globally, among members of civil society, and the private and public sectors.
This organization can contribute to activities of monitoring, investigative missions, workshops, seminars, legal activities, and promotion and strengthening of international and regional protective mechanisms in international and regional governmental agencies, and especially in the United Nations, the Organization of American States, the Organization of African Unity, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
The FIDH is offering to cooperate with the OAS on specific programs to strengthen and defend human rights.  Our organization will support the work of the OAS in the following areas:
· Provide advice to victims and defenders of human rights.

· Develop training courses on effective use of international human rights procedures.
· Disseminate and promote the American Convention on Human Rights in relation to abolishing the death penalty.

· Disseminate and promote the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture.

· Disseminate and provide follow up on the American Convention on Human Rights.

· Publish information for the Unit of Human Rights Defenders on problems faced and violations of the rights of human rights defenders.

· Promote strategies for promotion and protection of the role of human rights defenders.

· Support the dissemination of and foster preparation of research, studies, discussion, and publications on political issues related to human rights.

· Contribute to strengthening the regional, national, and international human rights system.

· Promote mechanisms to protect the human rights of women and children and the rights of migrant workers and their families.

· Publish information to promote access of women to effective recourse.
· Create an awareness in civil society regarding regional mechanisms for protection of rights, including the system of individual petitions.

· Report information on cases of human rights violations to the OAS.

· Participate in the work of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council.

· Promote the strengthening of the International Criminal Court (ICC)

· Provide information to the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) on cases involving the sale of children and child prostitution and pornography, and participation of children in armed conflicts.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated July 11, 2004

· Agreement of incorporation

· By-Laws

· 2003 financial statements (audited by a professional auditor)

· 2003 Annual Report

· Institutional mission statement

· List of sources of funding

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP13295E05�








