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1. Election of the vice chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
Minister Delrose Montague, Alternate Representative of Jamaica, was elected by acclamation to serve as vice chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  Her nomination was put forth by the delegation of Grenada and seconded by the delegations of Peru and Mexico.

Committee Chair Ambassador Alberto Borea, Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley, Permanent Representative of Jamaica, and other delegations pointed to the credentials of the new Committee Vice Chair and her distinguished career at the Organization of American States.

2. Election of the chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, was elected by acclamation to serve as chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  His nomination was put forth by the delegation of Peru and seconded by the delegation of Honduras.

The delegations expressed their pleasure at the confirmation in this position of Ambassador Alvarado, who, as Vice Chair of the Group, had assumed the duties of the Chair upon the latter’s resignation in February 2004.

Ambassador León Alvarado emphasized his intent to lead the Group to significant progress toward conclusion of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples during the 2004-2005 term.

3. Election of the chair of the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants
Counselor Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, Alternate Representative of Argentina, was reelected, by acclamation, to serve as chair of the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants.  His nomination was put forth by the delegation of Mexico and seconded by the delegation of the United States.

Counselor Acevedo Díaz, who had been elected initially by the CAJP on February 27, 2004, to serve as its chair, thanked the delegations for their confidence in him and called attention to preparations for a special meeting of the Working Group scheduled for September 30 and October 1, 2004.

4. Presentation of the Chair’s proposed work plan for the CAJP in the second half of 2004 (CP/CAJP-2193/04)

In presenting his proposal, the Committee Chair explained, in general terms, that, in the first phase of activities, that is, from that point until mid-December, he hoped that the Committee could focus on a comprehensive overall study of the topics assigned, which he called “brainstorming.”

Then, in the second phase, January and February 2005, the Committee would focus on preparing the draft resolutions of the General Assembly.

Ambassador Borea added that he was considering the possibility that mandates connected with ongoing OAS programs could be grouped under a single (omnibus or framework) resolution, which would be drafted in stages as each General Assembly mandate connected with those programs was taken up by the Committee.  That way, new mandates requiring definition and specific resolutions would be differentiated from those for which the Committee’s role was only to verify compliance and renew its support (an aspect related to the funding of the programs).

Finally, he proposed that meetings be held with Spanish and English interpretation to extend the resources allocated to the Committee.  The delegations thanked the Chair for his interest in facilitating dialogue within the CAJP, but said they preferred the customary procedure of conducting Committee meetings in the four official languages of the Organization.

Some delegations said they would like the Committee’s activity plan to include issues such as mutual legal assistance on criminal matters, fighting transnational organized crime, and, in general, in-depth follow-up to the conclusions and recommendations of REMJA V, as well as guidelines for the preparation of periodic reports on progressive measures adopted by states parties to the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (the “Protocol of San Salvador”).

A number of delegations stated the need for specific references to the activities mandated in the resolutions on the bodies of the inter-American human rights system and the resolution on strengthening that system.  Additionally, the delegations emphasized the importance of setting dates for the special meetings, working meetings, meetings of experts, and meetings of the Committee with the chairs (and/or members) of the other three bodies
/ that present their annual activity report to the Committee–meetings which should be held by the CAJP during this period.

Other delegations suggested following up on some mandates from resolutions not assigned to the Committee but related to topics on the CAJP agenda.

A number of delegations suggested reflecting on the impact of the CAJP’s work on daily life among the peoples of the member states.  This comment was of particular interest to the Committee Chair; he, in turn, entrusted the Director of the Department of International Law, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, with assessing how national governments are following up on the resolutions of the OAS General Assembly internally.

The Chair noted the other observations and recommendations made by the delegations and announced that, with the collaboration of the CAJP Secretariat, he would include those observations and recommendations in a revised version of the document.  With respect to follow-up on certain mandates not assigned to the CAJP, he added that the Committee could not ignore the instructions of the Permanent Council by working on topics that had been assigned to another committee without prior authorization from the Permanent Council.


On the possibility of the CAJP’s presenting a draft framework resolution, the Chair instructed the Director of the Department of International Law to publish the aide memoire he had prepared with assistance from that area.
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