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AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF 
THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
 IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(Movimento Voto Consciente)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF MOVIMENTO VOTO CONSCIENTE (MVC) IN THE CONTEXT OF THE REGISTRATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States with information on Movimento Voto Consciente pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by Movimento Voto Consciente, in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.
Background
Movimento Voto Consciente (MVC) has been working as a registered civil society organization in Brazil since 1997.  MVC’s mission is to advocate citizen participation at the local, state and national levels by monitoring the performance of officials in public politics and parliamentary work.  MVC has eight satellite groups throughout Brazil in five states, developing programs on a regional basis in Aquiraz (CE), Brasilia (DF), Pouso Alegre (MG), Rio de Janeiro (RJ), Ribeirão Preto (SP), Cotia (SP), Santo André (SP), and Santos (SP).  Assisting governmental, non-governmental organizations, and individuals, MVC works to promote democracy and good governance by encouraging citizens to vote and participate in governmental activities while providing information to citizens about candidates.  

MVC participates and executes different programs aimed to strengthen civil society participation at the regional, national and local levels.  MVC participated in the Hemispheric Forum for the Special Summit of the Americas held in November, 2003, and helped coordinate the Inter-American Network for Democracy in April of 2003.  MVC helped to coordinate a cycle of speaking engagements at the university level called “Repensando América Latina: América Latina em Perspectiva Internacional e Comparada” and prints literature to be disseminated in the form of newsletters and brochures identifying mechanisms that individuals and organizations can take part in local, national and hemispheric processes.

MVC identifies four areas in the form of donations in which they received money to fund their initiatives.  Their major source of funding came from an endowment from Partners of the Americas, followed by donations from Council and Associate Members, and, lastly, contributions from other organizations.   
MVC submitted its application to the OAS on May 4, 2004 and was received by the General Secretariat on May 10, 2004.

2. Name, address, and contact information for the relevant Movimento Voto Consciente Office

Name:



Movimento Voto Consciente 

Head Office:


Rua Marcos Lopes, 325

CEP: 04513-080

Vila Nova Conceição

São Paulo, Brasil

Telephone:


55 11 3849 4804

Fax:



55 11 3845 7394

E-mail address:


contato@votoconsciente.org.br

Date established: 

1997

President/Chairman:

Rosângela Giembinsky

Internet Address:

http://www.votoconsciente.org.br

Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

MVC does outreach and provides assistance to educate and promote civil society participation in the design of policies and practices at the local, state and federal government levels to the public at large. In addition, MVC works with nongovernmental organizations (NGO) to offer support with the changes that are taking place at local, national and regional government levels.  MVC also works with intergovernmental organizations in efforts to promote democratic public participation. 

MVC seeks to work in the area of public participation and democracy by promoting:

· Open access to information to Brazilian citizens about the importance of voting and exercising their citizenship.

· Cooperative measures with legislators in the development of politics, elaboration of laws and performance in the local governments and holding politicians accountable to their commitments with the public at large.

· Joint efforts with other non-governmental organizations at the local, state, federal and hemispheric levels.

· The full exercise of the participatory democracy in the Americas by strengthening existing civil society mechanisms.

· The execution of educational initiatives in the community and at universities.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Through its activities and programs, MVC seeks to further advance democratic principles of good governance, accountability, and transparency by monitoring Brazilian governmental systems as well as promoting OAS initiatives.  MVC collaborates with intergovernmental bodies, non-governmental organizations, and individuals to help ensure democracy and greater participation of civil society by:

· Promoting public participation by working closely with relevant intergovernmental bodies, government officials, and civil society.

· Encouraging active participation in existing mechanisms which promote democracy and public participation, contributing to the Inter-American Network for Democracy, the OAS, and Summit of Americas Process.

· Strengthening the basic principals of citizenship including voting, participation and accountability through forums at schools, businesses and organizations.

· Supporting international forums such as the Summits of the Americas and the adoption and the implementation of the inter-American agenda.

· Publicizing the accomplishments of officials at the local, state and federal levels in Brazil.

· Supporting the dissemination and encouraging the elaboration of research, studies, discussions, and independent publications on policy issues relating to democracy and public participation.

OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

MVC could collaborate with various OAS work areas dedicated to strengthening democracy, in order to contribute to the promotion and participation of civil society, transparency, and accountability in practices and policies for good governance.

MVC would cooperate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Exchange information with different regional and international organizations in order to provide follow-up to practices aimed at strengthening and promoting democratic governance, especially the work of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy.

· Cooperate with the hemispheric bodies and Summits of Americas Secretariat dedicated to promoting and strengthening the inter-American agenda and disseminating the Summit of Americas mandates.

· Continue developing programs and activities concerned with public participation in local, state, national, and hemispheric governmental activities.

· Cooperate with the programs of good governance practices implemented by the OAS in the field of transparency, accountability the fight against corruption.

Documents submitted by MVC
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General (dated May 4, 2004)

· Address of legal representatives of PRI Office

· List of Board members

· Constitution

· Statutes

· 2004-2005 Annual Report

· Financial statement (for the year ended December 31, 2003) 
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