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1. Reflection on the inter-American human rights system

· The major challenges facing the inter-American human rights system and possible actions to strengthen and improve it.

· The advisability of convening an inter-American human rights conference

Some delegations shared their initial concerns regarding the challenges facing the inter-American human rights system and, in particular:

· lack of the financial resources needed to ensure that it functions properly and the corresponding mandate to the Permanent Council (assigned to the CAJP), contained in operative paragraph 4.b of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), to support “any initiatives taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to request funding from international and regional agencies, of proposals to further the activities of the bodies of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights”; respect for the independence of the organs of the system;

The CAJP then decided to take the first steps toward establishing the methodology to be used to comply with operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” which instructed the Permanent Council to engage in a broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.

The CAJP decided, ad referendum and subject to the availability of financial resources, to initiate a process of consultation with member states, specialized organs of the inter-American system of human rights, nongovernmental organizations registered with or accredited to the OAS, national human rights institutions, academic institutions, and experts in this field, regarding:

a. the principal challenges facing the inter-American system with respect to promoting and protecting human rights in the Hemisphere;

b. possible actions for strengthening and perfecting it;
c. The advisability of convening an inter-American human rights conference


As regards the principal challenges facing the inter-American system with respect to promoting and protecting human rights in the Hemisphere, it was suggested that initially the focus should be on:
· Financing
· Universalization
· Compliance with the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and those of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

· Promotion of human rights through education

· Dissemination of the decisions of the Inter-American Court and Commission within the governments of member states

· Topics and vulnerable groups of particular concern with respect to human rights

· Women and children

· Indigenous peoples
· Freedom of expression
· Victims’ access to the system
· The independence of the Inter-American Court and Commission
· Monitoring of human rights issues in the Hemisphere.


In addition, and for same purpose, the governments of member states would be called upon to conduct, if possible, a series of consultations with national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights.


Parallel to those activities and within the sphere of competence of the CAJP, dialogue would continue with the members of the Court and the Inter-American Commission with a view to ascertaining progress or the outcomes of the processes of reflection initiated in each of those organs.


The parties consulted would be given approximately 180 to 240 days to remit their replies to the CAJP, which would then publish them, as they come in, on a General Secretariat portal on the Internet, set up exclusively to publicize the consultation process.


The CAJP would then establish a subcommittee or working group to receive, examine, and classify the information forwarded by the parties consulted, with instructions to complete its work within approximately 120 days of the deadline set in the foregoing paragraph.  This body could comprise representatives of the five subregional groups.


At some later date (possibly after the 2005 General Assembly), after the process of gleaning and classifying the information contained in the replies received by the CAJP, that Committee could prepare and present a report identifying possible solutions to the problems detected in the course of this process and making recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly.  This latter organ will then decide on the next step to be taken in this process (one option might be to convene an Inter-American Human Rights Conference).


The CAJP decided to resume consideration of this topic at its meeting of October 7, by which time it hopes to have received initial observations and recommendations from member states regarding the aforementioned procedure.

2.
Initial consideration of the topic “Education in the area of human rights: views of the member states”
· Special Guest: Mr. Francisco Pilotti, Specialist in the Office of Education, Science and Technology of the Department for Integral Development


Mr. Pilotti gave the delegations a summary of the measures and work accomplished in his area in connection with the Education for Democracy Program prompted by promulgation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


He also gave the delegations the document entitled “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education.”


He mentioned that this year the United Nations was concluding its “Decade for Human Rights Education,” begun in 1995.  He pointed out that the chief outcome of the UN decade had been confirmation of the role of education as the fundamental tool for the observance of human rights.


The delegations asked Mr Pilotti about human rights figuring as a subject on school curricula in member states and about the measures they had taken to ensure ongoing dissemination of the values associated with respect for human rights in the Hemisphere.


In answering the delegations’ queries, Mr. Pilotti commented that in his opinion human rights values should be a cross-cutting theme of all subjects taught at school, as this was more effective than creating special human rights courses or solely inserting them into the civic education curriculum. 


Mr. Pilotti said that human rights education figured on the agendas of both the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the Inter-American Children’s Institute and that those bodies could report fully on this matter.


Some delegations insisted on the need to postpone consideration of this topic until the Permanent Council received from the General Secretariat the “basic document for preparation of an inter-American program for education in democratic values for peace and human rights, bearing in mind the recommendations of the special meeting held on April 12 and 13, 2004,” by the Permanent Council, on the promotion of democratic culture through education, pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy.”

Several delegations suggested monitoring the way in which the media present certain “famous” cases in which national human rights policies are applied.

Other delegations mentioned the possibility of using the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy’s network of municipal contacts to enable the Organization to conduct a human rights education program in member states’ municipalities.


Some delegations expressed interest in hearing about the part to be played by the CAJP in this area, especially since they were not clear as to how the CAJP will process the information it receives.


The Chair reminded the delegations that at its meeting of September 9, the CAJP suggested studying the possibility of establishing contact with the Ministries of Justice of the member states with a view to finding mechanisms for disseminating the decisions of both organs among the judges in each country.  The Chair added that his delegation was preparing a draft resolution, which it would soon be presenting.


Some delegations suggested asking member states to send the Office of Education, Science, and Technology of the Department for Integral Development, to the best of their ability, complete information regarding any specific measures or informal steps taken in connection with human rights education, for the purpose of classification, identifying best practices, and the drafting of a report to be submitted to the CAJP.  For their part, other delegations commented that the IACHR had already distributed questionnaires on this topic to the member states of the Organization, so that delegates should bear the IACHR in mind when considering this subject.

Regarding the request referred to in the foregoing paragraph, Mr. Pilotti mentioned that in his view it would be advisable to propose including this item on the agenda of the next meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education.


Finally, it was decided to request complete information and advice on this subject from the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the Inter-American Children’s Institute, and to continue considering this matter at the CAJP meeting on September 27.

3.
Proposal by the Chair of the CAJP on the preparation of a framework draft resolution consolidating the ongoing mandates followed up on by the CAJP (CP/CAJP-2197/04).


Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi began the consideration of this topic by pointing out that the Chair’s suggestion seeks to optimize the time at the CAJP’s disposal, in order to ensure that debate of the substantive issues assigned to this committee is as productive as possible.


Several delegations suggested leaving consideration of the Chair’s proposal till later in the second half of 2004, with a view to its possible approval once preparatory work has been completed on all the other resolutions to be considered by the CAJP.

· Other delegations asked the CAJP to ensure that in considering this framework draft resolution:

· There would be no break with the unity of the topics assigned for consideration by this committee;

· The CAJP would not stop work on any of the resolutions it presents each year;

· The resolution would be called “functional resolution”;
· Thought be given to the sources of the mandates to be consolidated; in other words, determining whether they stem from the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, the Permanent Council, or requests of member states; and.

· Criteria would be established for grouping together items stemming from different resolutions.


In his closing remarks on this topic, the Chair underscored the importance of this initial rapprochement on the subject of a possible framework or functional resolution:  a proposal aimed at bringing together in a practical way several procedural and institutional matters that the CAJP discusses every year.

Other business

a.
Following up on the concerns expressed before this Committee on September 9, 2004 by the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Dr. Santiago Cantón, regarding the Commission’s financial crisis, Dr. Ariel Dulitzky, a specialist in the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, reported on the preliminary outcome of efforts to raise the funds needed to carry out the IACHR session scheduled for October 2004.


Bearing in mind that some ideas on how to solve the aforementioned problem had been received, but had not yet materialized, the Chair of the CAJP asked Dr. Dulitzky to keep him abreast of the situation.


b.
Pursuant to the request made by the CAJP on September 9, regarding compliance with the decisions of the organs of the system, the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR distributed among the delegates present copies of the section in its Annual Report to the General Assembly corresponding to 2003 entitled “Status of Compliance with the Recommendations of the IACHR.”  The Report is available over the Internet on the IACHR website:


http://www.cidh.oas.org/annualrep/2003sp/cap.3f.htm 


c.
The Chair requested the Secretariats of the Court and of the Inter-American Commission to submit to the CAJP, if possible in time for presentation to the Committee at its meeting on September 27, their respective and specific reports on the provisional budgets for the possible full-time functioning of both organs.
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