
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


CP/CAJP-2200/04










1 October 2004


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS


Original: Spanish

Note from the Chair

of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the

PROCESS OF REFLECTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR 
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

[image: image1.png]


NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Permanent Missions of the Member States to the OAS

Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

I am pleased to address you to announce that, in the context of the exchange of ideas undertaken within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) during this first half of my term, we have taken the first steps toward defining our approach to fulfilling operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the  Americas,” in which the Permanent Council was instructed to engage in a broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights. 

In particular, during the CAJP meeting of September 16, we succeeded in pinning down a number of preliminary ideas, which are presented to you for consideration in an attachment to this note.

In order that we may continue to flesh out details of the procedure, the topic has been placed on the agenda again, for the CAJP meeting coming up on October 7.  Please be so kind as to provide the Chair, or the Committee Secretariat, with any observations or recommendations you wish to present; these are to be published, to enrich discussions on the matter and ensure that we reach a consensus before we begin the important process entrusted to us by the General Assembly.


Sincerely yours,


Alberto Borea


Permanent Representative of Peru


Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

ATTACHMENT

PROCESS OF REFLECTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR 
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

In operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” the OAS Permanent Council was instructed “to engage in a broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.”  That mandate was assigned to the CAJP in the Distribution of Mandates approved by the OAS Permanent Council on August 5, 2004 (CP/doc.3914/04 rev. 2 corr. 1)

On September 16, after a dialogue among member states, the CAJP decided, on a preliminary basis (ad referendum) and subject to the availability of financial resources, to initiate a process of consultation with member states, specialized organs of the inter-American human rights system, nongovernmental organizations (registered with or accredited to the OAS), national human rights institutions, academic institutions, and experts in this field, regarding:

a. the principal challenges facing the inter-American system to promote and protect human rights in the Hemisphere;

b. possible actions for strengthening and perfecting it;

c. the advisability of convening an inter-American human rights conference.

As regards the principal challenges facing the inter-American system to promote and protect human rights in the Hemisphere and possible courses of action to strengthen and improve it [items (a) and (b)], it was suggested that initially the focus should be on the following topics:
/
· Financing

· Universalization

· Compliance with the decisions of the Inter-American Court and Inter-American Commission 

· Promotion of human rights through education

· Dissemination of the decisions of the Inter-American Court and Inter-American Commission within the governments of member states

· Topics and vulnerable groups of particular concern in terms of human rights

· Women and children

· Indigenous peoples

· Freedom of expression

· Victims’ access to the system

· Independence of the Inter-American Court and Inter-American Commission

· Monitoring of human rights issues in the Hemisphere.

In addition, and for the same purpose, member state governments would be called upon to conduct, as they saw fit, a series of consultations with national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights.

Concurrently with those consultations, the customary dialogue would be held between the CAJP (in the context of its activities), the Court, and the Commission, for discussion of the progress and findings resulting from the processes of reflection undertaken by the latter bodies.

The parties consulted would be given approximately 180 to 240 days to remit their replies to the CAJP, which would then publish them, as they came in, on a General Secretariat Internet portal, set up exclusively to publicize the consultation process.

The CAJP would establish a subcommittee or working group to receive, examine, and classify the information forwarded by the parties consulted, with instructions to complete its work within approximately 120 days of the deadline set in the foregoing paragraph. This body could comprise representatives of the five subregional groups.

At some later date (possibly after the 2005 General Assembly session), after the process of studying and classifying the information contained in the replies received by the CAJP, that Committee could prepare and present a report identifying possible solutions to the problems detected in the course of this process and containing recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly.  The Assembly would then decide on the next step to be taken in this process (one option might be to convene an Inter-American Human Rights Conference).

Organización de los Estados Americanos


Organização dos Estados Americanos


Organisation des États américains


Organization of American States





17th and Constitution Ave., N.W. • Washington, D.C.  20006








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP13383E04�








�.	In the expectation that delegations will contribute new ideas, this list is not considered to be exhaustive.





