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GENERAL FRAMEWORK


The general framework for this topic is found in resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) adopted by the Quito General Assembly, which instructs the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action.


Moreover, said resolution instructs that the draft Social Charter and its Plan of Action should include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments in the Organization on democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty.  The resolution concludes by requesting that the results be presented to the next General Assembly.


Mention should be made of the footnote which, following the reference to the Plan of Action, indicates that the Plan referred to is the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination” and any other action-oriented initiative that may emerge from relevant forums.


While the aforementioned resolution establishes a specific mandate to prepare a draft Social Charter, this should be viewed within a larger context which would include as principal topics and elements those addressed below.

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS


The Heads of State and Government have pointed out in the Summit of the Americas Declarations that no effort should be spared to free the citizens of the Americas from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty.


Most explicitly, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgency to strengthen the mechanisms available to the OAS to fight poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDS) and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination.  In this same Declaration, the Heads of State and Government urged the OAS to carefully consider the recommendations to strengthen the hemispheric social agenda approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela.

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON POVERTY, EQUITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION


Resolution AG/RES: 1854 (XXXII-O/02) convoked the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion (Meeting of Margarita) instructed the Permanent Council and CIDI, in light of the results of the meeting on Isla de Margarita, to define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation in order to support the OAS member states in combating poverty.  The meeting was held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, in October of 2003.


In order to provide continuity to the conclusions of the Meeting of Margarita, CEPCIDI developed a proposal to implement the follow-up process and proposed a methodology for this implementation, contained in documents CEPCIDI/doc. 594/03 and CEPCIDI/doc. 611/04 corr.1.  Through resolution AG/RES: 1983 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly took note of these documents.  These documents take up the seven (7) points of the Declaration of Margarita that require action and propose a methodology for implementation, for which responsibility is, in large measure, assigned to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development.


Moreover, through this resolution, the General Assembly adopts the Declaration of Margarita as its own.  It takes up the proposal contained therein to consider deepening the commitments undertaken in the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter and other international commitments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights and exploring .the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this end, and proposes that the Permanent Council and CIDI proceed in this manner.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM TO COMBAT POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION


In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96), the Inter-American Council for Integral Development established the Social Development Committee, which only met during 1996 and 1997.  Subsequently, the General Assembly, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), set a new dynamic in place to focus the efforts of the subsidiary committees of CIDI and changed the name to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES).  It was assigned, as a fundamental objective, the strengthening of the Inter.-American dialogue to support the formulation of policies and the development of cooperation actions in the social field, in particular to fight poverty and discrimination in the hemisphere.


The Rules of Procedure of the Commission were adopted in 2004 and it first meeting with the new structure was held in Santiago, Chile on April 5 and 6, 2004.  During this meeting Chile was elected as Chair and El Salvador and Jamaica as Vice Chairs.  Also, El Salvador offered to host the I Meeting of Ministers of and High Level Authorities of Social Development which will be held in the year 2005.


One of the principal topics of the meeting consists of the consideration of up-dating the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination.  For this purpose, the Secretariat presented a proposed framework to begin the dialogue on bringing it up to date and charged the Chair and Vice chairs of CIDES with preparing a work plan for the Committee, which should include a roadmap for this updating. The participation in this process of international agencies and representatives of all the subregions should be assured.


The High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion also considered the importance of strengthening the Program as a function of the results of the meeting, which was reflected in its Declaration of Margarita.


The Inter-American Program dates from 1997 and it is for this reason that the member states considered it necessary to update it so that it would reflect the evolution of the principles and actions of the fight against poverty and discrimination which has taken place since that time, particularly that which derives from the dynamics of the Summits of the Americas, as well as other important elements in the field of combating poverty that have emerged from other sources, such as, for example, those included in the Millennium Objectives. 


The General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1984 (XXXIV-O/04), suggests that the agenda for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development include consideration of a draft Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination.

LIST OF THE MORE RELEVANT OAS INSTRUMENTS REGARDING THIS TOPIC
· OAS Charter (particularly its Chapter VII)

· Inter-American Democratic Charter

· Statute of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development

· Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination

· Declarations and conclusions of the ministerial and high-level meetings and of the relevant inter.-American committees, such as:  Education Labor, Culture, Social Development, Hemispheric Development, and Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion.
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Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador”.  (Although this Protocol is in effect, not all member states are signatories to it or have ratified it.  There are 16 signatories and 13 have ratified or adhered to it)

LIST OF THE MOST RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS FOR THIS TOPIC
· Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region, AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04)

· Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/04).

· Inter-American Committee on Social Development, AG/RE. 1984 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 131 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 160 (IX-O/04)
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