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DRAFT RESOLUTION

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM
FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING operative paragraph 4 of resolution XXVII, adopted by the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held in Caracas in 1954, in which the Conference requested “the American governments to take appropriate steps to foster the teaching in their schools and universities of the subject of fundamental human rights and duties and their significance, in accordance with the American and universal declarations”; 

Recalling that the Heads of State and Government, at the Special Summit of the Americas, adopted the Declaration of Nuevo León, in which, inter alia, they reaffirmed the hemispheric commitment to democracy, to strengthening the rule of law, and to the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT operative paragraphs 1, 2.a, and 4.a of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” in which the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the protection of human rights through concrete actions;

CONSIDERING that it is the obligation of the OAS and its member states to promote and protect the inter-American human rights system by disseminating, in educational settings, information on the work of the inter-American human rights system and cooperating in the preparation of teaching and research programs in the area of human rights;


BEARING IN MIND that it is the responsibility of member states to adopt appropriate legislative, judicial, administrative, and measures of other types to promote an awareness and understanding by all persons under their jurisdiction of their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights by publishing and making widely available national laws and regulations and basic international instruments on human rights, as well as to foster and facilitate the teaching of human rights and freedoms at all educational levels and ensure that everyone responsible for primary, secondary, and university education and for training military and police personnel will include appropriate aspects of human rights education in their training programs;

CONSIDERING that every constitution in the Hemisphere contains a list of the human rights recognized by the state,

RESOLVES:


To recommend to member states the dissemination in schools and universities and in police and military training facilities of the articles devoted to human rights in each country’s constitutional texts, as well as the American Convention and other hemispheric instruments on the protection of human rights, by taking the following measures: 

a. Daily reading and discussion, by teachers and students, of an article or paragraph of those texts for at least 10 minutes at the beginning of classes, and wherever possible, both inside and outside the classroom.  This exercise should be incorporated across the board into the curricula of educational institutions; 

b. Preparation of teaching materials for human rights education, especially for primary-school students;

c. Ongoing training of teachers at all levels in human rights education in all subject areas, through specialized teacher training courses;

d. Promotion of live discussion groups in educational institutions and virtual discussion groups for students and teachers on how the system for the promotion of human rights operates in their own settings--locally, regionally, and nationally; 

e. Holding of periodic contests on awareness and application of norms for the protection of human rights;

f. Encouragement of student and teacher participation in discussion and research on progress and developments in the inter-American system for the protection of human rights by means of national model assemblies, which would discuss the principal human rights topics in the respective countries, and through an annual hemisphere-wide essay contest convened by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and

g. Incorporation of human rights teaching and dissemination into the programming of educational radio and television channels in every country.
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