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1. Process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, in keeping with the mandate issued in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas”

The Chair of the CAAP mentioned his Note on this subject (CP/CAJP-2200/04), which he hopes will trigger comments from member states, the Court, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  He added that so far he had only received a reply from the Permanent Mission of Argentina (CP/CAJP-2200/04 add.1).  Several delegations announced that they would be sending their comments to the Chair, with a view to contributing, among other things, methodological and thematic recommendations regarding the process of reflection under way in response to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2030.

Some delegations also submitted their preliminary comments on the topic in the Chair’s Note entitled “Effective and Adequate Increase in the Financial Resources Allocated to the Organs of the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” (CP/CAJP-2202/04) and its Appendix II, which contains a draft resolution presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru proposing the creation of a fund to be called “Fund for Strengthening Democracy and the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Americas.”  With respect to this last-mentioned document, delegations supported the idea of setting up a Fund of the kind proposed by Peru but said it might be difficult to finance on the terms suggested by said delegation.  Nevertheless, they signaled interest in discussing alternatives.

The Chair said he would resume consideration of these items at the meeting of the CAJP scheduled for October 26 at 7:30 p.m., which he hoped would be attended by the IACHR Commissioners and the Chair of the Inter-American Court.  He also mentioned the distribution of two documents in connection with the reflection process:  a) the first is the Chair’s proposed “Schedule for the Process of Reflection,” published on October 13 (CP/CAJP-2205/04); b) the second is a “Preliminary List of Topics,” published on October 20 (CP/CAJP-2206/04).

Finally, and in response to the comments of some delegations, the Chair explained that the CAJP’s mandate was to “initiate” the process of reflection, a task it had fully complied with, not to “culminate” the whole process, given that the work to be done required contributions and the consensus of all the delegations, and a reasonable amount of time would be required for that.  He added that he hoped to be able to present a “Progress Report” to the General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth regular session.

2. Human rights education: Second consideration of the topic 
As with the previous item, the Chair of the CAJP referred to his Note on this topic (CP/CAJP-2203/04) and mentioned that he was expecting comments on it from member states, the General Secretariat, the Court, and the IACHR.  He added that so far he had not received any reply to his Note but he planned to resume consideration of this subject at the CAJP meeting scheduled for October 26.

3. Dialogue among member states on freedom of expression, with the participation of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR

One delegation expressed concern at the direction being taken in the work of the IACHR’s Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression, because, in its opinion, the Rapporteur’s Office was devoting its time to protecting the rights of the legal entities that own the media rather than the human rights of the individuals protected by the American Convention on Human Rights.  This delegation mentioned that said Rapporteur’s Office should concentrate on preparing studies of the evil consequences for human beings of the power of the media.  The delegation commented on the mandate assigned by the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, to foster self-control in the media, including a code of ethics: an aspect that the OAS had not yet broached.  This delegation concluded by referring to the work of the International Criminal Court for Rwanda regarding the prosecution of media that incited citizens to commit acts of violence.

A different delegation insisted on the importance of securing absolute protection of freedom of expression, which goes hand in hand with responsibilities that individuals always have to bear in mind when exercising that right, because the misuse of freedoms is punishable.

Several delegations voiced their support of the work of the IACHR’s Special Rapporteur and insisted on the independence of and respect for his work, opinions, and recommendations. 

One of the delegations mentioned, in this connection, the measures its government was adopting with respect to transparency and access to information and the positive outcomes of that effort.


For his part, the IACHR's Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression thanked delegations for the (financial) support his Office constantly receives to enable it to go about its work.  He also emphasized that the Rapporteur’s reports are reviewed and approved by the IACHR as a whole, which also testifies to support for the work of the Rapporteurship.  He mentioned, too, that in the course of its activities, the Office of the Rapporteur maintains an ongoing dialogue with member states and civil society organizations.


As for the substance of the issue, the Rapporteur recalled that the media are accountable to the citizens of their countries, not to their governments.  He added that media associations encountered problems to do with lack of diversity, financial pressures, and constant attacks whenever they are accused of “lack of professionalism.”  That particular accusation had turned into a kind of censorship of their work.  As for self-control, the Rapporteur pointed out the need to ensure at all times that such self-control did not turn into a kind of pressure to inhibit the media from doing their job.

As consideration of this topic drew to a close, one of the delegations proposed including it in a draft resolution to be prepared by the CAJP on “Strengthening Human Rights Systems in Following up on the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas.”

4. Preliminary reflections on the role of human rights defenders, with the participation of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR.

Several delegations expressed concern regarding the vulnerability of this group of people who strive to defend such a fundamental cause for the citizens of member states.  They added that, when they talk of support, government must make a more determined effort to fulfill their obligation to protect these people and ensure continuity in their endeavors.

Other delegations said that, in their opinion, unscrupulous individuals and organizations were using the name “Human Rights Defenders” to intervene in politics, thereby impairing the reputation and integrity of a group of people who genuinely performed such an important function for the protection of human rights.

Some delegations underscored the part played by human rights defenders during armed conflicts and transitions to democracy in several countries of the Hemisphere.  They added that, indeed, the good name of human rights defenders was being marred by the view that this body takes up the defense of criminals, an image that damages its reputation and weakens its work.

The delegations agreed that human rights defenders play a fundamental role in defending the human rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals in the Hemisphere and on the importance of their work for society.

For his part, Dr. Ariel Dulitzky, Principal Specialist of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, spoke about the steps taken by the IACHR to comply with the mandate contained in operative paragraph 5 of AG/RES. 2036 (XXXIV-O/04), “Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas.”  He said that work was going on uninterruptedly to finish the comprehensive report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, so as to be able to present a draft report for consideration by the IACHR Commissioners, who would be meeting for the IACHR sessions in Washington in October.  He said that the report was being prepared in accordance with UN parameters in this field and with the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  He also commented on obstacles within the IACHR for addressing this issue appropriately, in the sense that, due to administrative measures that have affected the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, the position for the professional staff member who was supposed to work in the IACHR unit preparing this report has been eliminated, contrary to General Assembly mandates with respect to this issue.  With respect to the heart of the matter, Dr. Dulitzky referred to the Commission’s constant concern regarding violations of the human rights of human rights defenders, which were tantamount to a double violation, exacerbating the human rights situation every time they occur.

Some delegations called upon member states to comply with a number of the mandates in resolution AG/RES. 2036: 


4.
To urge member states to continue stepping up their efforts to adopt the necessary measures to safeguard the lives, freedom, and personal safety of human rights defenders, and to conduct thorough and impartial investigations in all cases of violations against human rights defenders, ensuring that the findings thereof are transparent and publicized.


7.
To invite member states to publicize and enforce the instruments of the inter-American system and the decisions of its bodies on this matter, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.



8.
To invite member states to consider the preparation and implementation of national plans to apply the principles contained in the United Nations Declaration mentioned in the preceding paragraph, for which purpose they may also request the advisory services of the IACHR.  


Finally, one of the delegations mentioned the need to refer to the work of “ombudsmen” in any draft resolution that the CAJP prepares on human rights defenders.

7. Other business

a. One of the delegations reminded the Chair of the need to comply with a decision of the CAJP taken on September 27, 2004 about inviting a representative of the Secretary General to explain to the delegations during a meeting the possible repercussions for the work of the CAJP of implementation of Executive Order No. 04/01 on “Restructuring of the General Secretariat,” especially with respect to the creation of the Department of Human Rights Affairs.

b. The Chair of the “Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families” gave an oral report on the outcome of the Special Meeting held at OAS headquarters on September 30 and October 1.  He announced that a Rapporteur’s Report would subsequently be distributed, describing the proceedings at that Special Meeting.
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