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Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to express once again the appreciation of the people and Government of Nicaragua for the Mission sent to Nicaragua, in response to the statement made by the presidents of Central America to the OAS Permanent Council, through the ambassadors, permanent representatives of the Central American Integration System (SICA).


We view that visit as very positive and timely since it clearly helped at that time to ease tension and to open up avenues to dialogue.  However, on behalf of my Government, I would like to say that, despite the political commitments made to the OAS delegation by various party representatives and National Assembly deputies to the effect that that did not seek to remove President Bolaños from office and would comply with the law and the Constitution, events are moving precariously in the opposite direction, namely, a disruption of the democratic institutional system and the legitimate exercise of power.


Three facts are significant:

1. The threat level and the tone of the language used by the main FSLN leaders primarily increased considerably after the OAS Mission departed.  Open reference is made to the President’s impeachment and to the notion of using illegal means to do so, in the midst of a raft of charges.


These affirmations are borne out by, among other things, the publication in the daily newspaper La Prensa on October 26, 2004, of an article titled “Ortega Revive Amenazas” (Ortega Renews Threats) and, on Thursday, October 28, 2004, of an article titled “Ortega reitera ataques contra Bolaños” (Ortega Reiterates Attacks against Bolaños).  I have attached these articles hereto.

His Excellency
Aristides Royo

Chair of the Permanent Council

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Panama

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

2.
The Special Commission to analyze the illegal request from the comptroller’s office to the National Assembly has been established.  The main leaders of the FSLN and the PLC have openly confirmed their intentions to remove the officers of the National Assembly and appoint a new commission that will guarantee the effective and expeditious impeachment of the President, without regard for the legality of the procedures.  For example, Edwin Castro, Head of the FSLN party, said that “it will be necessary to examine the viability of removing the four officers for abusing their powers by appointing the Special Commission, which is within the purview of the plenary of the Parliament.”

Similar views were expressed by Enrique Quiñonez, head of the PLC party, when he advised “that his party was prepared to reconsider the removal of some of the parliamentary officers, as occurred during the administration of former President Arnoldo Alemán.  If the officers have to be prosecuted under threat of removal from office, the 43 liberal votes will be prepared to do so.”

3.
The judges of the First Civil Chamber of the Court of Appeals admitted the processing of the appeals filed in favor of President Bolaños but did not order a stay of the effects of the resolution of the Office of the Comptroller General of the Republic, which means that the Assembly may continue the impeachment process.

These facts, Excellency, which can be effectively acted on in just a few days, place the Nicaraguan institutional system and the rule of law at a new, higher level of danger.  The opponents of democracy have moved one step farther toward their sinister objectives.


The OAS Mission was able to calm the waters for a while, but the danger has not only remained serious, it has also grown significantly and can become a reality at any moment.


When Central America has recourse to the OAS, it does so to avoid events from occurring and to exercise genuine preventive diplomacy.  As I said in my statement presenting the preliminary oral report of the Mission, illegality must disappear and trust must be placed in the law and not in simple promises, and the CGR resolution must be rejected.


The events in Nicaragua today are showing that I was right and are pointing to an announced outcome that can become a reality in a very short period of time unless we act vigorously and decisively.


We ask the Mission that visited Nicaragua to pay constant attention to the issue and to hold the necessary consultations so as to agree on measures to support the process of strengthening and protecting democracy in Nicaragua.


Given the gravity of these events, we would like to underscore our determination to see the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat play an active role in following up on the situation.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua

to the OAS
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2004/CP13533R.pdf
[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP13533E06�








_953622076.doc




PERMANENT COUNCIL



