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Mr. Luigi Einaudi, Secretary General of the Organization of American States.

Mr. Ambassador Aristides Royo, President of the Permanent Council.

Mr. Ambassador Juan León, Chair of the Working Group.

Ms. Ana Peña, Vice Chair of Working Group.

Distinguished Representatives of the States.

Distinguished Representatives of the Indigenous Peoples:

We, representatives of Indigenous Peoples and organizations of the more than 50 million people who live in North, Central, South America and the Caribbean, comprise the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus. We greet you respectfully at this fourth meeting in the search for consensus of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We thank the Secretariat of the Summit of the Americas, Specific Fund and other donors for their generous support that have made our participation possible.

With due respect, we state the following:

The violation of ancestral, collective and individual rights of our peoples continues to this day. We view with profound concern that as the International Decade of Indigenous Peoples draws to a close, progress has not been made in the protection and respect of our rights by States. And what is even more grave, the violation and denial of our rights have increased in some regions.

We are profoundly concerned that some States use the struggle against terrorism to repress, intimidate and persecute indigenous leaders and defenders of our rights; abductions, extrajudicial executions and arbitrary detentions continue to occur.

The consequences of the expropriation of our ancestral territories and the denial of our rights are the loss of biodiversity, the pollution of our environment and the destruction of ecosystems, which has profoundly affected our ways of life.

International agreements like the FTAA, PPP, NAFTA and other regional agreements of economic exploitation threaten our future and affect our lands, territories, resources and environment. These agreements grant privileges and concessions to transnational corporations to the detriment of our peoples.

We consider that the adoption of an American Declaration is crucial for the development of democracy and peace in the hemisphere. But it is imperative to ensure dialogue, full participation and mutual understanding between States and Indigenous Peoples as steps towards the respect for human rights. We have concrete consensus proposals to reach constructive agreements that guarantee our rights and aspirations as First Peoples.

With regard to the Draft American Declaration we state:

1. Indigenous Peoples will not accept diminished or discriminatory standards with respect to the rights of indigenous peoples because it would be contrary to established rights in international law.

2. Our concern about Resolution AGE/RES.2029 (XXXIV-0/04), paragraph 4(a) is that it weakens and reduces the participation of Indigenous Peoples in the decision making process that has been developed in this process. No change in the methods of work should be made without the participation of Indigenous Peoples.

3. Since the beginning of the process, we have demanded that States organize national consultations on the content of the Declaration in their respective countries. The commitments made by the States have not been fulfilled. The majority of States have made no effort to implement national consultations.
4. For Indigenous Peoples, the recognition of our rights to self-determination, land, territories and resources are fundamental since these rights guarantee the continuity of all the lives on our ancestral lands and territories.

5. The international jurisprudence that affects Indigenous Peoples stipulates obligations of the vast majority of the countries of the Americas, since these States are signatories to International Covenants and Conventions. Therefore, it is not appropriate to subject the discussions to domestic legislation.

6. We are concerned that the drafting of the Declaration which is very important for the lives of 50 million Indigenous Peoples is contingent on the financial resources that the States provide. It is necessary that the financial issue be addressed constructively so that this process can be more transparent. This support is fundamental so that Indigenous Peoples can reach consensus amongst our own peoples at a national and international level. Once national consultations have taken place in a transparent fashion and with full participation of Indigenous Peoples, we will be better prepared to discuss the timeline and date for the approval of the Declaration.

Lastly:

1. We have invested time and resources in this process, so it is important to reach agreements to advance in the drafting of the Declaration that will be beneficial for all the Peoples who live in the Americas.

2. We reiterate our commitment and willingness to have a sincere and constructive dialogue and we hope the Representatives of the States do so as well.

3. Mr. Chair and Madame Vice Chair, we understand the great responsibility that you have taken on but we believe that you are the ideal persons to develop this process. Thank you.
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