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November 5, 2004 
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency, on behalf of the Secretariat pro tempore of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), to refer to the financing of the Consultative Committee’s activities in 2004-2005.

Operative paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04) provided that “the meetings of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, including those held for the purposes envisaged in operative paragraph 7 of the present resolution, as well as those of the single group of experts referred to in operative paragraph 5, be held within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources . . . .”  For ease of reference, allow me to cite below the aforementioned operative paragraphs 5 and 7:

“5.
To instruct the Permanent Council to take the necessary decisions, once the methodology referred to in the previous paragraph has been considered and approved, to allow for the formation and convocation of a single group of experts for CIFTA-CICAD in order to make progress toward the preparation of model legislation on those areas covered by the CIFTA that are not encompassed in the CICAD Model Regulations, bearing in mind paragraph 6.a of the Declaration of Bogotá.”

“7.
To support the holding, in the framework of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, of initial meetings of national authorities directly responsible for granting the authorizations or licenses stipulated in Article IX of the CIFTA and in the Model Regulations of CICAD, and of the national single points of contact and central authorities for mutual legal assistance, as established in Articles XIV and XVII of the Convention, bearing in mind paragraphs 8 and 24 of the Declaration of Bogotá.”

In view of the foregoing, careful and timely planning is needed if the Consultative Committee is to carry out those General Assembly mandates.
His Excellency
Ambassador Aristides Royo
Permanent Representative of Panama
  to the Organization of American States 
Chair of the Permanent Council 
Washington, D.C. 

According to what we have been told by the General Secretariat, funds have not yet been allocated in the Organization’s program-budget that would enable us to comply with the provisions of the aforementioned resolution or to hold the meetings that this Secretariat pro tempore considers necessary pursuant to that resolution, namely:
1. The meeting to plan the work of the Consultative Committee: January 31, 2005.  Duration: two hours, with simultaneous interpretation into two languages;
2. Two preparatory meetings to organize and work on the agendas for the meetings provided for in the framework of the Consultative Committee pursuant to the aforementioned resolution, AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV/O/04);
3. The Sixth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee and the first meeting of national authorities directly responsible for granting authorizations or licenses: April 13, 14, and 15, 2005, with simultaneous interpretation into four languages; and
4. The first meeting of central authorities for mutual legal assistance: mid-2005.  Duration: one day.  Interpretation requirements: simultaneous.  Venue: to be decided.

With regard to the meetings to be held by the CIFTA-CICAD group of experts referred to in operative paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04), which can only be held once the Permanent Council has convened and formed that group, the Secretariat pro tempore will in due course requested that the necessary funds be allocated in the Organization’s program-budget.

The Secretariat pro tempore wishes to thank the Organization of American States in advance for the support it will provide the Consultative Committee, in terms of the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04), with a view to the smooth operations of the Consultative Committee.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 



María Clara Isaza Merchán


Chargé d’Affaires, a.i.


Secretariat pro tempore of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA
cc:
Ambassador Joshua Sears, Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs 

Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Acting Secretary General 
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