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APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PERSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

(National Wildlife Federation)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE REGISTRATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Office for the Summits Process to provide information on The National Wildlife Federation, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by The National Wildlife Federation, in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines. 

1. 
Background
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is a non-profit organization founded in the United States in 1936, which participates in community outreach and environmental education efforts. In addition to establishing conservation advocacy programs, NWF produces films and television specials and operates an information hotline. The organization also produces publications geared toward children and adults such as: National Wildlife, International Wildlife, EnvironAction for adults, Ranger Rick for children aged 7-12, Your Big Backyard for preschoolers, and Wild Animal Baby for toddlers. The NWF also distributes a Conservation Directory which is a reference guide to national and international organizations, agencies, and officials concerned with conservation and natural resources management.  
The National Wildlife Federation, with four million members and supporters, has its headquarters in Reston, Virginia and has 11 field offices nationwide, including an Office of Federal and International Affairs in Washington, D.C.  It also has affiliate organizations in 46 states in the United States.  NWF is a member of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and has observer status for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
Financial support is provided primarily by individuals, foundations and corporations, along with some federal and state grants from the United States. Other major financial sources include membership dues, subscriptions to magazines published by NWF, and sales of educational materials. In the 2003 fiscal year, donors included corporations such as: The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, The Home Depot Foundation, Ford Foundation, and The McKnight Foundation, as well as United States government agencies such as the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
The NWF presented its application to register with the OAS on August 26, 2004.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the organization:


Name:


National Wildlife Federation (NWF)


Address:

11100 Wildlife Center Drive


Reston, VA 20190-5362, U.S.A.

Telephone:

(202) 797-6800




(202) 797-5486 (fax)

E-mail address:
 
joffe@nwf.org
Date of establishment: 
1936

President/Chief




Executive Officer:  
Larry J. Schweiger

Chairman of 

Board of Directors: 
Becky Scheilbelhut


Representatives:      
Paul L. Joffe

Douglas Jake Caldwell









Barbara J. Bramble





Caron Whitaker

3.
Primary area of activity and its relationship to OAS activities:

The National Wildlife Federation emphasizes public educational efforts and grassroots activities to approach conservation issues. The NWF identifies sustainable development, education, governance, trade, energy, and water as their major areas of focus. Through affiliates and field offices in the United States, the NWF’s international affairs team provides outreach services regarding global environment and development issues including climate change, trade, and population. The National Wildlife Federation is engaged in international affairs programs such as: Globalization and the Environment, Climate Change and Wildlife, Population and Environment, Alianza Para la Vida Silvestre (Partnership for Wildlife).  The NWF seeks to achieve its goals by:
· Providing outreach services to citizens and policy makers on the importance of securing progress on both trade and environment.     
· Disseminating information to citizens, elected officials, and natural resource managers about the impact of global warming on wildlife and the environment. 
· Promoting and supporting public understanding and civic participation regarding environmental issues.
· Establishing international wildlife preservation partnerships, such as Alianza Para la Vida Silvestre (Partnership for Wildlife), which provides teacher training materials for environmental education and sponsors workshops for advocacy training. 
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

Through its activities and programs, The National Wildlife Federation seeks to further advance wildlife and natural resource preservation efforts by disseminating information about environmental issues and supporting hemispheric cooperation in addressing environmental concerns. Initiatives under the NWF self-styled international affairs programs include capacity-building activities, the dissemination of publications, and education. 
The NWF seeks to work in the area of environmental preservation and advocacy by:
· Promoting the open access to information to citizens about the importance of sustainable development and population issues.

· Encouraging programs that foster female leadership in environmental issues.

· Facilitating workshops to train staff and volunteers of non-governmental organizations (NGO) in advocacy techniques, including: campaign strategy, communications, coalition-building, and lobbying.

· Supporting the production of and access to training manuals and workshop materials for use in Latin American schools.
· Strengthening efforts of NGOs in Latin America working on national fresh water issues, including water quantity and quality. 
· Disseminating informational resources such as reports on current climate change issues and current international trade news. 
5.
Identification of OAS areas of work:

The National Wildlife Federation works in the areas of globalization, climate change, population growth, and public participation.  In addition to its recent work in forming Latin American partnerships, The NWF’s programs provide several opportunities to collaborate with the on-going efforts of the OAS. The NWF could cooperate with the OAS in the following areas:  
· Exchange information with different regional and international organizations in order to provide support to the work of the Office for Sustainable Development and Environment, and the Office for the Summit Process. 
· Cooperate with the Office for the Summit Process to support hemispheric cooperation and disseminate Summit of the Americas mandates.
· Disseminate information on current environmental issues in the hemisphere, such as water management and climate change.
· Strengthen existing partnerships with the private sector and civil society groups in the areas of sustainable energy use and pollution prevention.
6.
Documentation submitted by NWF:
· Letter to the Secretary General

· 2003 Annual Report
· Articles of Incorporation
· 2002-2003 Consolidated Financial Statements
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