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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF JUNIOR CHAMBER INTERNATIONAL IN THE CONTEXT OF THE REGISTRATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES.
This document was prepared by the Office for the Summits Process to provide information on Junior Chamber International, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by Junior Chamber International, in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines. 

1. Background


Junior Chamber International (JCI) was founded in 1944 in Mexico City; however its origins date back to 1918.  JCI has over 200,000 active members which comprise over 6,000 local chapters in over 100 countries.  Membership is made up of young entrepreneurs and professionals between the ages of 18-40.  The institutional mission of JCI is to “contribute to the advancement of the global community by providing the opportunity for young people to develop the leadership skills, social responsibility, fellowship, and entrepreneurship necessary to create positive change.”

JCI hosts at least four regional conferences each year to conduct its business and training as well as address items of concern and global issues.  JCI also participates in community service projects on a local level.  In addition to efforts aimed at drug prevention and environmental protection, JCI has worked to reduce child mortality, poverty, hunger, and combat HIV/AIDS.   In the past, JCI has worked with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).  Members of JCI are also currently involved in a project with the United Nations addressing the Millennium Development Goals. JCI’s has national organizations in 27 of the 34 active OAS Member States, including: Canada, the United States, Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Panama, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Suriname, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay and Argentina.     

JCI receives its funding from membership dues, private contributions, and other fees charged to its affiliated national organizations in each country, and from interest earnings from the Jaycees International Foundation, a trust created for the purpose of providing financial support for JCI and its activities and programs. 

Junior Chamber International submitted its application to the OAS on July 29, 2004.  
2. Name, address, and contact information for JCI

Name:
Junior Chamber International

Address:
15645 Olive Boulevard


Chesterfield, MO 63017

Telephone:
636-449-3100/1-800-905-5499 (from US only)

Fax:
636-449-3107

Internet address:
www.jci.cc

Email address:
esakai@jci.cc 

(email for Edmond Sakai, Area C director: Central and 
South America/UN Affairs)
Date established:
1944

Interim Secretary General:
Edson Kodama
3. Primary Areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

JCI provides opportunities for its members to acquire leadership and entrepreneurship skills by sharing experiences and exchanging ideas which lead to understanding and cooperation.  In efforts to promote social responsibility, JCI promotes members’ personal endeavors in community service projects carried out by its local chapters.  These projects are generally aimed at addressing social problems such as poverty and health issues.  JCI aims to accomplish these goals by:

· Organizing seminars and conferences with the purpose of advancing the business and entrepreneurial skills on the individual, community, and international levels. 

· Providing an opportunity to bring together people of different cultural, ethnic, religious, and social backgrounds to exchange entrepreneurial experiences and to promote understanding and cooperation among people of differing cultural backgrounds.
· Supporting community involvement and community service activities through active participation as well as sponsoring of other local community projects.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


Through its activities and programs, JCI attempts to promote the social responsibility and development of its members, while also assisting the people who live in their communities.  JCI hosts local, regional, and international conferences each year to conduct its business and training as well as address global issues.  Specifically, JCI’s activities could be of interest to the OAS in the areas of:
· Creating forums for the exchange of ideas among people from different regions for the purpose of education through the coordination of international conferences.
· Implementing projects that assist with such social concerns as: reducing child mortality, drug prevention efforts, and protecting the environment.

· Publicizing and disseminating information regarding culture, health, education, and other social issues. 

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


JCI could collaborate with several OAS work areas, including youth entrepreneurial development, culture, social development, and the implementation of service activities, as well as by creating awareness for other areas of the OAS.  JCI could cooperate with the OAS by:

· Supporting the Young Americas Business Trust, through seminars and other conferences, in the formation of young entrepreneurs with the intention of promoting growth in their communities.
· Participating in the efforts to stop the spread of antiretroviral disease (such as HIV) being conducted by the World Health Organization and the PAHO in accordance with the Millennium Development Goals, as agreed by hemispheric leaders at the Special Summit of the Americas.
· Collaborating with the horizontal cooperation programs of Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in the exchange of information and cooperation on other issues related to development.
· Assisting in the implementation of the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, which calls for the sharing of information and experiences regarding efforts at social development.
· Cooperating with the Inter-American Drug Control Abuse Commission (CICAD) on programs aimed at reducing illegal drug use, such as the Substance Abuse Prevention in the Caribbean program.
6. Documents submitted by JCI

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General (dated July 29, 2004)
· 2004 Constitution and Policy Manual
· List of board members
· Consolidated financial statements for 2002 and 2003 (with independent auditor’s report)
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