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INTRODUCTION


The Chair of the Working Group prepared the following schedule of activities he believes will be necessary for the Group’s endeavors to lead to the conclusion of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  He wishes to note, however, that carrying it out will require the appropriate financial resources.


This schedule of activities includes the regular meetings, the negotiation meetings, and the special meeting.  It also lists the Chair’s principal procedures and activities, which complement the work of the Group, thereby facilitating it.


At the Working Group meeting on September 9, the delegations approved this document, subject to changes that might be necessary during the 2004-2005 period to enable the Group to move forward as efficiently as possible.

NOTE (November 23, 2004):  The amendments made to this document by the Chair of the Working Group are in the interest of ensuring that the dates selected for the regular meetings of the Working Group will not conflict with OAS General Secretariat holidays or with negotiations on the human rights of indigenous peoples taking place in the UN framework in Geneva.

The activities proposed here correspond to the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04):

To request the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group:

a.
In the framework of the next meeting of negotiations, to recommend a date for conclusion of the final phase of negotiations for the adoption of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, with participation by one indigenous representative from each member state of the Organization, designated by the respective indigenous peoples.  The Permanent Council will be informed of the said decision through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;
b.
When the Permanent Council has been informed of the said date, to continue to strengthen the methodology for the process and to establish the dates and procedures for the meetings needed to reach the aforementioned objective, taking into account the participation of the indigenous peoples;
/
c.
To take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in the negotiation meetings in pursuit of points of consensus;

d.
To convene, when appropriate, a special meeting of the Working Group, with broad and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples, which should examine the status of the process and assess the level of consensus reached on the Draft Declaration; and

e.
To determine, when appropriate, the steps to be taken for final adoption of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, should substantial progress be achieved in the negotiations phase.






























































September





Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
�
�
�
1 – Procedure: Distribution of proposed Schedule of Activities by Group Chair
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3�
4�
�
5�
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OAS HOLIDAY�
7�
8





�
9 – AFTERNOON – regular meeting


Election of vice chair of Working Group


Consideration of proposed Schedule of Activities of the Working Group, presented by the Chair


Status report on Specific Fund �
�
12�
13 - Procedure: Distribution of notice of convocation of fourth negotiation meeting�
14�
15�
16�
17�
18�
�
19�
20 – Procedure:


Distribution of proposed amendment to resolution CP/RES. 817�
21


�
22


�
23�
24�
25�
�
26�
27– AFTERNOON – regular meeting


Preparations for fourth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus


Selection Board


Report on present composition


Proposed amendment to resolution CP/RES. 817:  duration of term of appointment of members


Status report on Specific Fund�
30 �
�
�
�
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Monday�
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Wednesday�
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Friday�
Saturday�
�
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�
8 – Procedure: Meeting of Selection Board to study applications for funding for representatives of indigenous peoples attending fourth negotiation meeting


�
�
10�
11


OAS HOLIDAY�
12 - Chair’s activities


Begin preliminary consultations with delegations and a representative of the indigenous peoples for each member state to find possible date for conclusion of final phase of negotiations for adoption of Draft Declaration
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15 �
16�
�
17�
18�
19�
20�
21





�
22�
23�
�
24�
25 - Procedure


Publication of report: outcome of Chair’s preliminary consultations to find possible date for conclusion of final phase of negotiations for adoption of Draft Declaration


�
28 - AFTERNOON – regular meeting


Preparations for fourth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus


Consideration of report: outcome of Chair’s preliminary consultations to find possible date for conclusion of final phase of negotiations for adoption of Draft Declaration
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Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
�
1�
2�
3�
4 to 7 – Caucus of Indigenous Peoples





Preparatory meeting of representatives of indigenous peoples for fourth negotiation meeting of Working Group





�
�
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8 to 12





Fourth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus�
13�
�
14�
15�
16�
17�
18





�
19�
20�
�
21�
22 - Procedure: 





Distribution of notice of convocation of fifth negotiation meeting and special meeting of the Working Group


�
24�
25


OAS HOLIDAY�
26


OAS HOLIDAY�
27�
�
28�
29 – Procedure:





Distribution of Chair’s preliminary report on outcome of fourth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus
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Novembere





December





Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
�
�
�
1�
2�
�
�
�
5�
6�
7�
8�
9�
10�
11�
�
12�
13


MORNING – regular meeting


Report on fourth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus


Status report on Specific Fund


Preparations for special meeting of Working Group and for the fifth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus�
14�
15 - 


16 – Procedure:





Chair’s report to CAJP: Date for conclusion of final phase of negotiations for adoption of Draft Declaration�
17
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19�
20�
21�
22�
23�
24�
25�
�
26�
27�
28�
29�
30�
31�
�
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Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1�
�
2�
3�
4�
5�
6 – Procedure 


Deadline for indigenous peoples to nominate or appoint indigenous representatives to be funded by Specific Fund for attendance at negotiation meeting and at special meeting, both to be held in February �
7�
8�
�
9�
10�
11�
12�
13 – MORNING - Procedure:


 CAJP report to Permanent Council: Date for conclusion of final phase of negotiations for adoption of Draft Declaration


AFTERNOON  – regular meeting


Preparations for special meeting of Working Group


Preparations for fifth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus


Status report on Specific Fund�
14 – Procedure:


Meeting of Selection Board to study applications for funding for representatives of indigenous peoples attending fifth negotiation meeting and special meeting of Working Group�
15�
�
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January





February





Sunday�
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Thursday�
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Saturday�
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�
1�
2�
3 to  6 – Caucus of Indigenous Peoples





Preparatory meeting of representatives of indigenous peoples for fifth negotiation meeting of Working Group





�
�
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7 to 9


POSSIBLY IN GUATEMALA


Fifth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of  consensus
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10 and 11


POSSIBLY IN GUATEMALA


Special meeting of Working Group�
12�
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15�
16�
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March





Sunday�
Monday�
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Saturday�
�
�
�
1 –  Procedure:





Distribution of Chair’s preliminary report on outcome of special meeting and of fifth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus
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18�
19�
�
20�
21�
22�
23�
24 - �
�
�
�
27�
28�
29�
30�
31 AFTERNOON – regular meeting


Report on special meeting of Working Group and on fifth negotiation meeting in pursuit of points of consensus


Status report on Specific Fund


Proposed draft resolution of General Assembly on Working Group’s topics


�
�
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Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
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�
�
�
�
�
1�
2�
�
3�
4�
5�
6�
7 - AFTERNOON – regular meeting


Conclusion of draft resolution of General Assembly on Working Group’s topics


Chair’s oral report on activities of Working Group�
�
10�
11�
12�
13�
14


�
15�
16�
�
17�
18�
19�
20�
21 - Procedure


CAJP – regular meeting


Chair presents draft resolution and report on Working Group activities to CAJP�
23�
�
24�
25�
26�
27�
28


�
29�
30�
�
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�.	The following statement by Canada has been presented regarding operative paragraphs 4.a and 4.b:


Canada's understanding of the resolution is that one of the possible outcomes of the decision to be taken at the next meeting of negotiations on a date for the conclusion of the final phase of negotiations for the adoption of the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is that it may be inappropriate or premature to fix a date at that time.  It is also our understanding that in discussions on the strengthening of the methodology of the process and the establishment of dates and procedures for the relevant meetings, it will also be necessary to discuss the financing of this process.








