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This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization

Permanent Mission of El Salvador
to the 
Organization of American States
No. V-364/04
Washington, D.C., December 2, 2004
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit to you the proposal of the Central American Group (GRUCA) on the preparation of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action.  We would like to request:
1. That this proposal be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Permanent Council, to be held on December 8, 2004;
2. That it be translated so that it may be available in the four official languages; and
3. That it be distributed to the member states prior to the Permanent Council meeting.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Abigail Castro de Pérez

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
Ambassador Aristides Royo
Permanent Representative of Panama and
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States 
Washington, D.C. 
PROPOSAL BY THE CENTRAL AMERICAN GROUP (GRUCA) ON A DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS AND A PLAN OF ACTION

GRUCA wishes to reiterate to the member states of the Organization of American States that it considers a Social Charter of the Americas essential and expresses its full agreement with the formation of the corresponding working group, as established at the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on October 7, 2004.
Background and justification

In preparing the Draft Social Charter and its Plan of Action, account should be taken of Chapter III of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, on democracy, integral development, and combating poverty, in particular its Articles 11, 12, 13, and 14.

Moreover, resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), adopted on June 8, 2004, in Quito, Ecuador, instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action: “Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination,” and to submit the results to the General Assembly at its next regular session.

Likewise, resolution AG/RES. 1984 (XXXIV-O/04), adopted by the General Assembly at the same regular session, suggested that the agenda for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development, to be held in El Salvador in 2005, include consideration of a draft inter-American program to combat poverty and discrimination.

For its part, the OAS has had an Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination since 1997.  The Program, which contains a Declaration and a Plan of Action, with objectives, guidelines, and institutional mechanisms, needs to be updated in view of the results of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, held in Santiago, Chile, on April 5 and 6, 2004.

Careful consideration should also be given to the recommendations approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held from October 8 to 10, 2003, on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, which adopted the “Declaration of Margarita.”

Similarly, account should be taken of the document “Background on the Topic of the Social Charter of the Americas” (CP/INF. 5086/04), presented to the Permanent Council by CEPCIDI, which provides detailed information on the major events held by the OAS in the area of social development.

GRUCA wishes to points out that this opportunity must be seized to implement the mandate issued by our Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of the Summit of the Americas of Nuevo León to strengthen OAS mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES), in addition to the aforementioned Program.
Methodology

1.
With regard to the officers who will be charged with coordinating the activities of the Working Group, GRUCA proposes that the chairs of the Permanent Council and of CEPCIDI act as co-chairs, so as to comply with resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04).

2.
As a basis for drawing up the Draft Social Charter, consideration should be given to existing inter-American instruments on democracy, integral development, and combating poverty, as well as to drafts proposed by the member states, including the one presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
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3.
As concerns the preparation of the Draft Social Charter and Plan of Action, GRUCA considers the present PC/CEPCIDI Working Group should work on preparation of the Draft Social Charter and that, when negotiating the draft, it should reiterate the decision taken in resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) to “reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.”

4.
Once the Draft Social Charter has been agreed on by consensus, work will begin on the Draft Plan of Action, obviously within the context of the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, so as to make its content consistent with the actual circumstances in the Americas in which it may be implemented.

5.
The Draft Social Charter should be negotiated exclusively by the member states, with consideration given to inputs from the different sectors and players, when deemed appropriate.  Regional and subregional organizations will provide advisory and information services.
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