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Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

Acting Secretary General
December 7, 2004
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit a note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil, no. 285, dated November 29, 2004, in which, under operative paragraph 4 of Executive Order 04-01 corr. 1, “Reorganization of the General Secretariat,” Brazil proposes changes and adjustments to the structure of the Department of Multidimensional Security.

I would be grateful if, in response to the request of the Permanent Mission of Brazil, you would kindly arrange for the distribution of this document to the member state delegations.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Luigi R. Einaudi

Acting Secretary General

His Excellency

Ambassador Aristides Royo

Permanent Representative of Panama

  to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Permanent Council

Washington, D.C. 

Permanent Mission of brazil
To the

Organization of American States

U r g e n t

No. 285


The Permanent Mission of Brazil to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization and, for the purposes of reviewing the new structure of the General Secretariat, provided for in operative paragraph 4 of Executive Order 04-01 corr.1, has the honor to propose that the Department of Multidimensional Security be restructured as follows:
a.
Eliminate the Office of International Threats to Civil Society and, in its place, establish the Office of Threats to Hemispheric Security, with functions directly related to the hemispheric concerns set forth in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico in October 2003.  Such functions would necessarily include mine-clearing activities, to be coordinated with activities of the Inter-American Defense Board in that area;
b.
Remove from the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism the additional title “and for the Promotion of Related Programs” and any functions related to mine-clearing programs or to the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA); and
c.
Ideally, establish a specific office for technical support to the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA.  Should that not prove feasible, transfer this activity to the Office of the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, which already has both a group of firearms experts and model regulations on the matter.
2.
Brazil is motivated to offer these proposals by the following additional considerations:
a.
It would seem inappropriate that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States not have a unit dealing with security threats to the states, as defined in the Declaration on Security in the Americas of October 2003;
b.
Brazil is not convinced that hemispheric cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime should be understood as a matter of threats to civil society rather than to the security of states; moreover, Brazil does not see how immigration, environmental pollution, and abductions can be defined as international threats to civil society, or, in that context, what cooperation initiatives they might generate; and, lastly,
c.
Brazil takes exception to any operational arrangement between CICTE and the Inter-American Defense Board; such arrangements could eventually encourage military participation in the fight against terrorism in the Hemisphere, to which most member states have voiced their opposition.

3.
The Permanent Mission of Brazil would be grateful if the General Secretariat would kindly circulate the text of this note to all other permanent missions to the Organization.


The Permanent Mission of Brazil avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the assurances of its highest consideration.
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Washington, D.C.

November 29, 2004
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