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PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
Acting Secretary General
December 7, 2004
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward Note 1342 of December 3, 2004, from the Permanent Mission of Colombia, in which, pursuant to operative paragraph 4 of Executive Order 04-01 corr.1, “Reorganization of the General Secretariat,” it proposes changes and adjustments to the structure of the Department of Multidimensional Security.

I would be very grateful if, as requested by the Permanent Mission of Colombia, you could kindly arrange to distribute this note among the delegations of the member states.

Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Luigi R. Einaudi

Acting Secretary General
His Excellency
Ambassador Aristides Royo
Permanent Representative of Panama
  to the Organization of American States
Chair of the Permanent Council
Washington, D.C.
PERMANENT MISSION OF COLOMBIA
TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
MPC/OEA No. 1342


The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization and wishes to refer to operative paragraph 4 of Executive Order No. 04-01 corr.1 "Reorganization of the General Secretariat,” and to present the following considerations and proposals for modifications regarding the organic structure and functions of the Department of Multidimensional Security:
1. With respect to the “Office of International Threats to Civil Society” (Annex F.III), this Mission considers that it would be more appropriate to call it “Office of Threats, Concerns, and Other Challenges to Hemispheric Security,” in line with the new understanding of the multidimensional scope of security in the Hemisphere shared by all member states of the Organization and adopted in the “Declaration on Security in the Americas” in Mexico City in October 2003.
2. As regards the responsibilities and functions of this Office (III.B), this Mission considers, likewise, that its spheres of competence should follow and be defined in accordance with the subject matter addressed in the “Declaration on Security in the Americas.”  Specifically, topics such as “matters related to threats to civil society,” “studies on international gangs, immigration, environmental pollution, and kidnapping, and on other relevant matters related to international threats to civil society,” and “projects and programs related to international gangs, immigration, environmental pollution, and kidnapping, and on other relevant matters related to international threats to civil society,” should not be part of the responsibilities and functions of this Office.
3. As regards the Technical Secretariat services for the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), it should be pointed out that:
· Ever since the Consultative Committee of CIFTA began operating in March 2000, technical services for it were provided by the dependency that in the new organizational chart is called the “Office of Inter-American Law and Programs” of the 

General Secretariat

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

“Department of Legal Affairs and Services.”  That turned out to be a wise decision, given that CIFTA is an inter-American treaty and the advice and fundamental technical support it requires from the OAS General Secretariat has to do with such juridical matters as its ratification, legislative implementation, cooperation and mutual legal assistance in the framework of the Convention.
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In Executive Order 04-01 corr. 1, there appears to be some duplication in the assignment of Technical Secretariat functions in connection with the Consultative Committee of CIFTA.  On the one hand, those functions are assigned to the aforementioned Office of Inter-American Law and Programs (Annex H, Section III.B, Function 17) and, on the other, they are also assigned to the Office of the Executive Secretariat for the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism and for the Promotion of Related Programs.  (Annex F, Section IV, B, functions “r” and “s”).  It, therefore, does not appear either functional or advisable to assign to the Technical Secretariat of CICTE the Technical Secretariat functions of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA.
· In light of the above, this Mission considers that wishes to propose modifying Executive Order 04-01 corr. 1 in such a way that those functions pertain only to the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs, in coordination with the Department of Multidimensional Security.
· Furthermore, this Mission is of the opinion that the other secretariat and administrative support services for the Consultative Committee of CIFTA need to be bolstered and strengthened. 

· Thus, the Mission does not consider it advisable that one of the functions of the Office of the Executive Secretariat of CICTE and for the Promotion of Related Programs should be to store the files and other archives of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA, as indicated in Section IV.B.1.3 of Annex F, because to date that function has been performed satisfactorily by the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs, as a key part of the technical secretariat courses it has been providing for the Consultative Committee of the Convention. Splitting the Technical Secretariat's functions would not be conducive to the effective and comprehensive discharge of its own responsibilities.

The Permanent Mission of Colombia would be grateful if the General Secretariat could kindly circulate this note to all the permanent missions of the Organization.

The Permanent Mission of Colombia also avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

/Initials/

Washington, D.C., December 3, 2004
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