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NOTICE OF CONVOCATION

TO THE OAS MEMBER STATES, THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO INITIATE THE FIRST PHASE OF THE PROCESS OF REFLECTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM 
FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

NOTICE OF CONVOCATION

TO THE OAS MEMBER STATES, THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO INITIATE THE FIRST PHASE OF THE PROCESS OF REFLECTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

After considering the matter during several working meetings in the second half of 2004, on December 16, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) decided to initiate the first phase of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES.  2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” which reads as follows: 


5.
To instruct the Permanent Council to engage in a broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, in which it may elicit the opinion of member states, specialized agencies of the inter-American human rights system, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights institutes, academic institutions, and experts in the field, regarding:

a.
The major challenges facing the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Hemisphere;

b.
Possible actions to strengthen and improve the system; and

c.
The advisability of convening an inter-American human rights conference.


In keeping with the foregoing, to present a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session for consideration.

Consequently, in light of the two documents appended hereto, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council hereby invites member states, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to hold preliminary consultations on the major challenges facing the inter-American system and possible actions to strengthen and improve it (suggested list of topics contained in Appendix I).

The Chair of the CAJP hopes to receive your replies, comments, observations, and recommendations not only on the topics proposed herein but also on the methodology indicated to carry out the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), as set out in the schedule for Phase I (Appendix II).


On the basis of the replies it will receive, the CAJP will prepare a report on the results of these preliminary consultations.  Using this report, the CAJP hopes to prepare a draft resolution devoted exclusively to the topic, in which it will recommend measures to be taken to carry out and conclude this process of reflection.  The draft resolution will be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible referral to the General Assembly.


Alberto Borea


Permanent Representative of Peru


Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

ANNEX I
PRELIMINARY LIST OF TOPICS

BASIS FOR CONSULTATIONS TO BE HELD DURING THE PROCESS OF
REFLECTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR THE
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS


The Chair hereby presents this preliminary, non-exhaustive list of the topics that have been included thus far at the request of member states.  This document will serve as a basis for the consultations to be held during the initial phase of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.


This list is a first attempt to identify what the member states consider to be the major challenges facing the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Hemisphere.
I.
Topics proposed during meetings of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council
· Funding for the system
· Universalization of the system
· Follow-up of compliance with the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
· Promotion of human rights education
· Dissemination of the decisions of the Inter-American Court and the Inter-American Commission within the governments of member states
· Minority groups of particular concern in the area of human rights
· Women and children
· Migrants
· Detainees
· Persons with disabilities
· The human rights of indigenous peoples
· Freedom of expression in the Hemisphere
· Access for victims to the system
· Independence of the Inter-American Court and the Inter-American Commission
· Monitoring of human rights issues in the Hemisphere
· Permanent operations of the organs
· Role of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in strengthening national human rights systems
· Optimization of the regulatory procedures followed by the organs of the system
· Analysis of the institutionalization of dialogue among the organs of the system in the framework of the Permanent Council (Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs) 
II.
Additional topics proposed by member states by means of formal notes

i.
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
· The role of the state as the entity reponsible for overseeing the system for personal liberty and for strengthening human rights, and as the guarantor and arbitrer of the commonweal in a democratic society

· Dialogue among states and the inter-American human rights organs, as the most suitable mechanism for addressing the observations and recommendations of states on the functioning of the system

· Evaluation of the structure, powers, and procedures of the organs of the inter-American human rights system, in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights and their respective Statutes and Rules of Procedure

· Nature of the financial contributions to the organs of the system and their relationship to the serious problems of the Hemisphere, as part of the challenges of the millenium

ii.
Bolivia
· Exchange of documents of ratification of international human rights instruments by member states 

· Drafting of a program to encourage those states that have not ratified international human rights instruments that have been ratified by the other states

· Drafting of a public information policy on human rights, especially second- and third-generation rights

· Drafting of policies for the effective exercise of third-generation human rights

· Review, analysis, and comparison of the jurisprudence of national constitutional courts in the area of human rights in order to identify interpretative trends in the administration of justice

APPENDIX I
SCHEDULE FOR PHASE I – PRELIMINARY CONSULTATIONS
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