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RECOMMENDATIONS 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE FIRST Meeting of Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States1/

The officials responsible for the penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS member states met at the headquarters of the Organization in Washington, D.C., USA, on October 16 and 17, 2003, in accordance with the recommendations adopted at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV) 
and with resolution AG/RES. 1849 (XXXII-O/02) adopted by the OAS General Assembly and resolution CP/RES. 839 (1359/03) adopted by the Permanent Council of the OAS.


Pursuant to the recommendations of REMJA-IV, this meeting was convened for the purpose, inter alia, of promoting the exchange of information and experiences among them regarding the formulation, development, and evaluation of public policies in this field, including the proposal to set up a permanent information exchange network in this area through the Internet
.


Bearing in mind the scope, far-reaching significance, and usefulness of their discussions in the framework of this first meeting, the penitentiary and prison authorities underscored the importance and advisability of continuation and consolidation of the process of exchange of information and experiences and of mutual cooperation among them consistent with their legal systems. In order to move forward with this objective they adopted the following recommendations:

1. That, with the information supplied to it by the states, the General Secretariat of the OAS create and keep updated a directory containing information (name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address) on the officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies, and that it circulate that information among the states.

2. That the officials responsible for the penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS member states continue to meet periodically, at least once between each REMJA, in order to continue to exchange information and experiences and strengthen mutual cooperation among them.

3. That in the framework of the next meeting the process be enhanced of exchange of information and experiences and of mutual cooperation on practical solutions for the problems of the states in the following areas, including and most importantly:
a) Prison overcrowding.

b) Private sector participation in prison construction and maintenance; and private sector and NGO participation in provision of goods and services.

c) Inmate training, rehabilitation and re-socialization programs.

d) Prison staff training and rules with an emphasis on transparency, the rule of law and a respect for human rights.
e) Crime in prisons.
f) Alternatives to imprisonment.
g) Integration of penitentiary policies in criminal justice policies.

4. Bearing in mind the recommendation of REMJA-IV and its usefulness and importance, provisionally create an information system via the Internet on penitentiary and prison policies. The following recommendations are made to those effects:

a) That initially we proceed with the creation of a public web site which divulges information provided by the states on penitentiary and prison laws in force, as well as on new developments, positive or negative experiences, or practical solutions that have been adopted in connection with the seven areas mentioned in point 3.

b) That the officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies identify and provide to the General Secretariat of the OAS information (name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address) on a contact person to supply information regarding their state for publication on the information system via the Internet.

c) That, in the framework of the next meeting of officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies, the progress of the information system via the Internet be presented and analyzed and recommendations deemed pertinent proposed for its consolidation and refinement, including the possibility of proceeding with the development of a part whose access would be restricted to said officials.

5. That the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, continue to provide technical support for the meetings of officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies of the member states of the Organization and for the information system via the Internet mentioned in the foregoing paragraph.

Washington, DC. USA, October 17, 2003. 
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1.	This document was adopted during the last plenary session held on October 17, 2003, within the framework of the first Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States, held October 16 to 17, 2003, at OAS Headquarters in Washington D.C., United States of America. NOTE: The report of the present meeting along with its annexes are published in the following Internet address: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/gapeca_Irep.pdf" ��www.oas.org/juridico/english/gapeca_Irep.pdf� 
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