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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms and has the pleasure to refer to the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA V), to be held from April 28 to 30, 2004.


Attached is the Argentine proposal for inclusion in the Draft Conclusions and Recommendations of the aforementioned Meeting, to be discussed on Thursday, April 22.


The mission would be grateful if the Technical Secretariat could kindly distribute the attached document among the delegates in the permanent missions.


The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms the assurances of its highest consideration.


Washington, D.C., April 20, 2004

Attachment

See above.

To the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

(REMJA-V)

Argentine Proposal for Inclusion in the
Draft Conclusions and Recommendations 


REMJA V underscores the need to strengthen efforts to fight corruption and transnational organized crime and recognizes that, to that end, it is imperative that the states enact laws, procedures, and new mechanisms to enable them to combat these crimes effectively.


Bearing in mind that, although the international community has progressed in the preparation of rules and regulations to combat these forms of crime, numerous international treaties contain clauses that require the preparation of domestic rules and regulations to make them operational; and convinced that harmonization of the respective criminal codes and international cooperation procedures among member states of the OAS will contribute to improved and more effective legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas, REMJA-V recommends:


That the OAS cooperates with member states in the process of adjusting their respective legal orders to match international commitments in this field, both in the legal definition of forms of criminal conduct not contemplated in their domestic legal systems and in the updating of existing penal law, by having a model law drawn up by the body deemed best suited for that task in the Organization.
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