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PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA REGARDING THE DRAFT CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF REMJA-V

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS


Bearing in mind that the trafficking in persons is an offense against human dignity, which should be criminalized, prevented, and combated and whose victims should be assisted and protected with the collaboration of all States;

Concerned by the alarming number of cases of women who are victims of this crime, a matter that requires greater national and international attention to combat it.  Aware that children should be the target of special attention because of their vulnerability and lack of protection;

Emphasizing that, according to information from international entities, this crime is the most lucrative after drug trafficking and the trafficking in firearms and especially takes advantage of persons from countries characterized by precarious economic conditions;

Recognizing that there are many international instruments guaranteeing the protection of women and children, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ILO Convention 182 concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labor, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.


Bearing in mind that the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, complementary to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, needs the following actions to be qualified as crimes:  seizing, transporting, transferring, welcoming or receiving persons by threat, use of force, coercion, kidnapping, fraud, deception, abuse of power or a situation of vulnerability or the granting of payments or benefits to a person with authority over another for the purpose of exploitation in any of its forms, such as forced prostitution, sexual exploitation (pornography, etc.), forced labor, practices that are analogous to slavery, servitude, removal of bodily organs, etc.


Determined to overcome obstacles in the fight against this transnational crime. 


REMJA V recommends the following:

· Ratification of, or adherence to, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, that complements the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

· Ratification of, or adherence to, the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors.

· Unification of penal sanctions against trafficking in persons, in harmony with the Protocol.

· Building up cooperation among States, especially among the bodies in charge of investigating and legally processing this conduct.
· Ensuring inclusion of extradition in the domestic legislation of each country, with the ratification of the Convention and Protocol.

· Establishing minimum assistance and protection programs for the victims and the exchange of successful experiences in this area among the countries of the Hemisphere.
· Establishing prevention measures through education, awareness-raising, dissemination of information about the crime and other measures.

· Promoting an information recording system that would permit reliable measurement of the phenomenon’s magnitude, among others.

· Creating a hemispheric network against trafficking in persons, which in addition to exchanging information and experiences would promote joint actions and generate a political and cooperation dialogue with the countries that are the principal destination of trafficking in persons.  Regarding this, the CIM and the IIN could be coordinators. 

· Technical assistance from the CIM and IIN for the establishment of ongoing training plans for public servants who are in contact with the problems of trafficking in persons.

· Instruct the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), in coordination with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), to draw up a study on criminalization of the offense of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in the national laws of the member states of the OAS and on their achievements in implementing international treaties in this area and to present the results of this study at REMJA-VI.
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