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DECLARATION OF FLORIDA
DELIVERING THE BENEFITS OF DEMOCRACY
The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS), attending the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the  OAS, at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United States of America,
COMMITTED to advancing the prosperity, democratic values, democratic institutions, and security of our Hemisphere;

DETERMINED to adopt and implement those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty, and especially to eradicate extreme poverty, while taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of the countries of the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING the legitimate aspirations of all the peoples of the Americas to live in democracy and enjoy the rights and benefits enumerated in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

RECOGNIZING ALSO that our citizens embrace democracy as the best form of government and have reasonable expectations that it should deliver a better quality of life;

AWARE that each element of society must do its part to fulfill the promise of democracy and deliver the benefits of democracy;
CONVINCED that leaders must govern democratically – fully respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law, the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government, and democratic institutions – and that those governments that do not must be held accountable;

EMPHASIZING that for democracy to prosper governments must be responsive to the legitimate aspirations of their people, and must work to provide their people with the tools and opportunities to improve their lives;

REAFFIRMING that, as the premier multilateral forum of the Hemisphere, the Organization has a unique role in promoting, strengthening and consolidating representative democracy and democratic institutions, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that, without exception, “the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it”; and that “democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”; 

DETERMINED to build on the commitments in the Inter-American Democratic Charter to promote and defend democracy;
CONSIDERING that the Charter serves as the framework for Member States’ participation in the Inter-American system;
RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter serves as a positive example to those who aspire to democracy, both in the region and globally;
COGNIZANT that we are engaged in a global campaign against terrorism, drug trafficking and other transnational illicit activities that threaten our democratic way of life and our freedom to live and prosper in peace;
PLEDGE TO WORK TOGETHER TO BETTER DELIVER THE BENEFITS OF DEMOCRACY TO THE CITIZENS OF THE HEMISPHERE; and to that end, 

ENTRUST:
The Organization of American States to continue building on the ideals and commitments of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, working together to advance shared political and economic values to make this a hemisphere of democratic, stable, and prosperous nations;

The Secretary General with developing a draft plan of action, with input from Member States and the advice of outside experts and civil society, with a view to proposing specific measures to strengthen the effectiveness and application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in defending, protecting and promoting democracy, thereby fulfilling the promise of that Charter for all the peoples of the Americas;
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The Permanent Council to develop a process to assess, as appropriate, situations that may affect the development of a Member State’s democratic political institutional process or the legitimate exercise of power; and to make concrete recommendations, using the Inter-American Democratic Charter as its guide and with input from civil society, on how the Permanent Council should address threats to democracy in a timely fashion, anticipating crises that might undermine democracy and working to strengthen democratic institutions;

The Permanent Council with developing further means of ensuring that civil society organizations can present their views and advice to the OAS on a systematic and regular basis on issues pertinent to the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

The relevant OAS entities with facilitating the creation of cooperative hemispheric networks to combat gangs, drug trafficking, corruption, trafficking in persons, and other criminal activities that threaten citizens and democratic societies;
The Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) with convoking a Special Meeting of that body in the last semester of 2005 to adopt a Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development for 2006-2009, as envisaged in Article 95 of the OAS Charter, and taking into account the interdependent relationship of democracy and social and economic development.
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