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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on integration and development.
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To open the meeting, the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, spoke on the overall topic of the meeting:  integration and development, and Dr. Miguel Ángel Rodríguez, Secretary General of the OAS, spoke on current challenges for human development.

Two panel discussions were then held.  The panel members were experts and special guests and spoke on the topics of the meeting.
Participating in Panel I, “Integration in the Global and Regional Economy and Economic Performance: How to improve it?,” were Dr. Guillermo Perry, Chief Economist, Latin American and Caribbean Region, World Bank; and Dr. Eduardo Lara, Principal Adviser, Research Department, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  Closing comments on this topic were made by Dr. José M. Salazar, Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness, OAS General Secretariat.

The members of Panel II, “Challenges with respect to Employment, Poverty, and Inequality in the Next Stage of Development and Integration,” were Dr. Francisco H. G. Ferreira, Co-Director, World Development Report 2006, World Bank; and Dr. Inés Bustillo, Director, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Washington, D.C., office.

A discussion followed the two presentations by Panel II and comments were made by Permanent Council members.
The meeting concluded at 12:30 p.m.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1445/04.
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