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1. Dialogue on the problem of corruption and impunity in the Americas

By way of introduction, Dr. Jorge García González, representative of the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs of the Department of Legal Affairs and Services, presented his “Report on the Background and Mandates of the Permanent Council in Connection with the Inter-American Convention against Corruption,” which was subsequently published with the classification CP/CAJP/INF.14/04.

The delegations offered the following thoughts on the role of the OAS in fighting corruption and impunity in the Americas.
Some delegations expressed interest in an update to the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption to bring it more in line with the new challenges and achievements in this area.

Other delegations stressed their vision of the OAS as being open, effective, and strong in fighting corruption.

Some delegations noted their concern with the way the fight against corruption was being considered in different forums within the OAS, but with no unified coordination or leadership. They commented that this approach could lead to fragmentation and therefore weaken efforts in this area. Lastly, they added that the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) (states parties of the MESICIC) was the appropriate forum for addressing anti-corruption matters in detail, and that it could lighten the load of the CAJP.
The delegations decided to ask the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs to prepare a table or study indicating, under the anti-corruption topic, the mandates assigned to the various areas and bodies of the Organization. They said that the CAJP could then identify which topics and mandates had not been assigned.
One delegation mentioned the efforts under way to prepare the agenda and reports for the next meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.  Other delegations added that the efforts of MESICIC should be supported through voluntary contributions to its operating budget.
Several delegations expressed interest in having the OAS address, in due course, the topic of recovering assets and the topic of corruption encouraged by the private sector. 
On corruption encouraged by the private sector, they stressed that attention to this issue was justified in that the OAS should fight corruption effectively on all fronts and “both active and passive corruption are harmful.” They expressed concern over what they saw as the private sector’s not being held responsible for active corruption. They suggested that there be a study of whether an additional protocol to the American Convention against Corruption on this topic was necessary.
Some delegations expressed objections to the proposal mentioned in the preceding paragraph. Other delegations suggested that, before beginning to work on the subject, the OAS should wait for the UN to firm up programs and mechanisms in that area.  Some delegations responded that, in the anti-corruption area, the efforts and leadership of the OAS had led to the drafting of an inter-American convention to fight corruption, which had preceded the UN convention on the matter;  therefore, the OAS must not forget the initiative it had taken at the international level.
One delegation suggested that the topic be given a new name.  It said that no member state had a policy of  “promoting corruption,” and that “fighting impunity” was the actual objective the  governments had in mind.

2. Follow-up to the mandates of the Plan of Managua
Several delegations expressed their appreciation to the Chair for distributing the document “Identification of Paragraphs Related to the OAS Permanent Council, from the ‘Plan of Action of Managua on Additional Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Combat Corruption within the Framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption’” (CP/CAJP-2212/04). They added that the topic should be taken up by the CAJP at its next meeting.
3. Special Meeting for Sharing Experience and Best Practices in the Adoption of Measures against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, to be held at OAS headquarters on December 9, 2004 (CP/CAJP-2209/04)

Some delegations mentioned the possibility of bringing government experts from their capitals to participate in the special meeting; this was approved by the Committee.

4. Draft resolution “Amendments to the Resolution Establishing the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” for consideration by the CAJP and possible submission to the Permanent Council (GT/DADIN/doc.186/04 rev. 2)

The Committee agreed entirely with the text of this draft resolution (presented by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples) and decided to submit it to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible adoption.
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