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1. Report of the Working Group Chair on the Fourth Meeting of Negotiations in Pursuit of Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.196/04)

The Working Group Chair and Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, presented this document to the delegations and indicated that, if appropriate, observations by member states on the subjects of items “F” (Consideration of Section Four of the Draft Declaration) and “G” (Other matters discussed at the meeting) would be published.
· Some delegations expressed concern over what they considered the impossibility of fulfilling the mandates contained in operative paragraph 4.a. of resolution AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04) on the recommendation of a date for conclusion of the final phase of negotiations for adoption of the Draft Declaration.  Other delegations stressed the need for the prompt conclusion of the Draft Declaration.
One delegation clarified that, in its understanding, during the fourth negotiation meeting, two different positions had been taken by representatives of indigenous peoples and organizations, in the context of the dialogue conducted on November 12, before the conclusion of the meeting, i.e.:

a. Some representatives of indigenous peoples and organizations said they needed more time to reach an agreement on the date requested by the General Assembly; and
b. Other representatives of indigenous peoples and organizations said they could not participate in negotiations on this subject, since they were unable to undertake negotiations with only one position per country.
On the second position, some delegations said it was important to find a solution to the possible refusal of some indigenous peoples to participate in the negotiations to reach a consensus recommendation on a date for conclusion of the final phase of negotiations for the adoption of the Draft Declaration.
The Working Group Chair noted that various indigenous peoples appreciated the Working Group’s interest in reaching a consensus on a possible date for conclusion of the Draft Declaration; therefore, a second attempt would be made to reach an agreement, if possible in the context of the fifth meeting of negotiations in pursuit of points of consensus, to be held in February 2005; and, therefore, he had not given up on the possibility of fulfilling that General Assembly mandate.
The Working Group decided to resume consideration of this matter at its regular meeting scheduled for January 13, 2005.  The Chair noted that this matter could also be included on the agenda for the special meeting to be held in February.

· Finally, the Working Group expressed concern over the absence of some indigenous peoples’ representatives at the fourth negotiation meeting—representatives who had been chosen by the Selection Board and whose expenses had been paid by the Specific Fund, as explained in item IV of the Chair’s report.

2. Report on preparations for the special meeting of the Working Group and for the fifth meeting of negogtiations in pursuit of points of consensus
· The Chair announced that Guatemala, despite having made every possible effort, was unable to agree to host the Working Group meetings scheduled for February 2005.

· The Chair noted the names of the indigenous peoples’ representatives chosen to sit on the Selection Board in 2005:
Central America and the Caribbean: Adelfo Regino (Mexico)

South America: Carlos Jesús Oberto Pocaterra (Venezuela)

North America: to be determined
· The Chair also announced that the notice of convocation for the two meetings would be distributed soon by the General Secretariat (GT/DADIN/doc.199/04).

· The Chair requested the delegations’ recommendations on items for the agenda of the special meeting to be held in February.  The Working Group decided that it would take up the matter again at its regular meeting of January 13, 2005, but that a request for observations on the matter from representatives of indigenous peoples and organizations should also be included in the notice of convocation. The Chair announced that he would prepare a preliminary draft agenda for the fourth special meeting of the Working Group, scheduled for February 10 and 11, 2005, at OAS headquarters in Washington.

· As for the topics for the fifth negotiation meeting, the Chair announced that he would distribute a draft agenda for consideration by the Working Group at its regular meeting of January 13, 2005. Preliminarily, the Chair proposed including the following items: Lands and Territories (Section V of the Draft Declaration) and General Provisions (Section VI of the Draft Declaration).
3. Report of the Office for the Summits Process on the status of the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:
· For the purposes of this item on the order of business, the Office for the Summits Process submitted the document “List of the Expenses Incurred in Holding the Fourth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus” (GT/DADIN/doc.198/04).  Jorge Sanín, representing that Office, explained that figures for some expenses might need to be corrected, according to charges to be received in the near future, especially for communications costs.

· The delegations congratulated the Office for the Summits Process of the General Secretariat for its efficient use of Specific Fund resources.

· The Chair requested the delegations to make a greater effort to contribute to the Specific Fund.  One delegation expressed concern over the limited number of member states who contributed to the Fund.
The Chair also expressed appreciation for the significant contributions made by member states and permanent observers to the Fund, without which it would have been impossible to carry out any of the negotiation meetings. In particular, he thanked Finland, the United States, Brazil, and Nicaragua for their contributions.
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