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Record of the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter.-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held on October 7, 2004
CP/ACTA.1449/04
/

This Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was presided over by their respective Chairs, Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama and Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, Permanent Representative of Honduras. The Permanent Council assigned the five resolutions listed on the Order of Business
/ to the joint consideration of the Permanent Council and CIDI.
/
The Chair of the Council recalled that in these joint sessions, the document "Draft Resolution: Impact of Education on the Economic, Social, and Intercultural Development of Peoples" (AG/doc.4351/04) would also be considered, as mandated by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Fourth Regular Session.


The purpose of this Joint Meeting was to review the mandates contained in the five resolutions and plan their execution.

· Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region [AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04)]

On considering the General Assembly resolution "Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region", delegations agreed to establish a Working Group to prepare the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and develop an Action Plan.  It was agreed that this Working Group would be open to all member states, would elect its chair, according to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and would also determine its own methodology.  It was also agreed that until the Working Group chair was elected, that the Group would be chaired jointly by the Permanent Council Chair and the CEPCIDI Chair.

An initial presentation of the background to the General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) was made by the Officer in charge of the Department for Integral Development, Mr. Alfonso Quiñones. 

The following delegations intervened on this topic: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, and Venezuela. The CEPCIDI Chair, Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, Permanent Representative of Honduras, also intervened.
· Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion [AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04)]

On considering the mandates set out in General Assembly resolution "Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion", the meeting decided that the follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion and method for its implementation would be carried out by CEPCIDI, which would report to the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the CEPCIDI prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly.  It was also agreed that CEPCIDI would take into account the suggestions of the Inter-American Commission on Social Development and the Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities and adjust the implementation methodology accordingly.

An initial presentation on the background of this resolution was made by the Officer in charge of the Department for Integral Development. Mr. Alfonso Quiñones.

· Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing [AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04)]
In response to the mandates contained in the General Assembly resolution "Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing", an ad hoc working group was set up, under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, to organize the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI convened by the General Assembly "to study the relationship between trade, debt and financing and to consider the impact of the burden of the debt service in the fight against poverty".  It was also agreed that this ad hoc working group would present its recommendations to CEPCIDI for further consideration.  

The Director of the Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness made an initial presentation on the background of this mandate, and at the request of several delegations it was agreed that that presentation would be translated into English and circulated to all Member States.
/
The following delegations intervened on this topic: Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  The CEPCIDI Chair, Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, also intervened.

· Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere [AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04)]

It was agreed to hold the joint meeting as mandated in the General Assembly resolution "Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere" and the Department for Integral Development was charged with the preparation of a proposal on the several points set out in that resolution, to be presented to the CEPCIDI for consideration.

· Trade and Integration in the Americas [AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04)]

The meeting considered the mandates set out in the General Assembly resolution "Trade and Integration in the Americas" and instructed the Office for Trade, Growth and Competitiveness of the General Secretariat to continue to provide semiannual written progress reports on the activities of the Trade Unit, including information on its level of budget execution, to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for their review.

· Other business
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With respect to future joint meetings of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, the Chair informed that these will be programmed in consultation with the CEPCIDI Chair, and members will be duly notified. In the meantime, the CEPCIDI Chair will keep the Permanent Council up-to-date on progress made with respect to the tasks entrusted to it at this Joint Meeting. 
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA.1449/04.


�.	CP/OD-1449/04.


�.	CP/doc.3914/04 rev.2 corr.1.


�.	This presentation has since been published in Spanish and English as document CP/INF.5089/04.
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