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The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Miguel Ruíz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS.  The Committee considered the following items on the order of business, document CP/CG-1569/04
/:

1. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3846/04)

The General Committee meeting was attended by Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, Director of PAHO, who briefly summarized that Organization’s annual report, document CP/doc.3846/04.

Emphasis was placed on the importance of PAHO’s health-related activities in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives in the Hemisphere. 

After concluding its consideration of the report, the Committee thanked the Director for her presentation and decided to present the report, along with the recommendations contained therein, to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter. 

2. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3843/04)

At its meeting of April 7, 2004, the General Committee considered the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), document CP/doc.3843/04, which was presented by the Director of the Institute, Dr. Chelston W.D. Brathwaite.
The delegations expressed appreciation for IICA’s assistance to the countries of the region in the agricultural sector and, in particular, for the rural sector modernization plan.  They pointed to IICA’s activities in the areas of trade and agribusiness development, agricultural health and food safety, sustainable rural development, technology and innovation, information and communications, and education and training.

The delegations suggested that consideration be given to making the other bodies of the Organization more aware of the Institute’s activities, perhaps by way of periodic reports, in view of the importance of its work to the member states.  

Also highlighted were the activities of IICA as an institution connected with the Summits of the Americas process and in response to Summit mandates.

The Committee thanked IICA for presenting the report and decided to urge it to continue its efforts in support of OAS member states as they seek progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere by developing a farming sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

For the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, with the pertinent recommendations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

3. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3857/04)

The Committee meeting was attended by Dr. Santiago Borrero Mutis, Secretary General of the Institute, who gave a presentation on the Institute’s annual report, document CP/doc.3857/04.

The delegations underscored some of the activities of the Institute, especially its technical assistance in the demarcation of the border between El Salvador and Honduras. They also emphasized the importance of the outcomes of the statutory technical meetings of its various committees.

After concluding its consideration of the Annual Report of the PAIGH, the Committee thanked Dr. Borrero for the presentation and decided to submit the report, along with the recommendations contained therein, to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter. 

4. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3859/04)

The Committee took note of the presentation given by Ambassador Juan Manuel Fischer, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, on the annual report of this committee to the General Assembly (document CP/doc.3859/04), and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations.

Note was taken of the fourth regular session, held in Montevideo, Uruguay.  The delegations applauded the efforts of the CICTE Secretariat in conducting its training programs, especially in the areas of border and financial controls, and its formation of a database of experts in financial and border matters, which may be found on the Committee’s web page.

The Committee also adopted the draft resolution “Amendments to the Statute of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism” CP/CG-1595/04, attached to the report.

The Committee decided to thank CICAD for the presentation, to take note of the observations and recommendations put forward, and to submit them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

At this point in the order of business, the Committee decided to defer its consideration of the remaining items until a meeting in the near future.  The meeting was then called to a close.
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�.	In view of time constraints, items 5 to 7 on the order of business were taken up at later meetings of the General Committee.





